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Gay  Rights  Bill 
Voted  Down 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 
BOSTON  —  In  a  sudden  move 
that  took  lesbian  and  gay  lobbyists 
by  surprise,  the  Massachusetts 
House  of  Representatives  on  April 
11  voted  down  a  bill  prohibiting  dis¬ 
crimination  in  public  employment 
on  the  basis  of  sexual  preference. 


H.  1769,  sponsored  by  Rep. 
Thomas  Vallely  (D-Boston),  had 
been  reported  out  favorably  in 
February  by  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Service,  but  both  Vallely 
and  Steven  Tierney,  co-coordin¬ 
ator  of  the  Massachusetts  Gay 
Political  Caucus,  had  expected 
voting  on  the  bill  to  be  delayed. 

Vallely  and  Tierney  pointed  out 
that  a  more  comprehensive  sexual 
preference  non-discrimination 
bill,  H.  1628,  has  yet  to  come 
before  the  legislature.  That  bill, 
which  would  prohibit  discrimina¬ 
tion  in  private  as  well  as  public 
enterprise,  will  soon  be  heard  by 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Com¬ 
merce  and  Labor,  which  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  report  favorably  to  the 
House. 

The  committee  hearing  has  been 


scheduled  for  Tuesday,  April  19, 
at  10:30  a.m.  in  the  Gardner 
Auditorium  of  the  State  House. 
Anyone  may  attend  the  hearing, 
and  anyone  may  testify  for  the  bill. 

Consideration  of  the  public 
employment  bill,  while  it  caught 
most  off  guard,  did  provide  a  tool 
for  lobbyists  pushing  the  more 
comprehensive  measure:  a  roll-call 
vote  showing  where  each  of  the 
legislators  currently  stands.  Of  the 
23  first -term  Jegislators  elected  last 
November,  14  voted  for  the  bill, 
with  nine  against.  And  at  least  one 
veteran  opponent  of  gay  rights 
legislation,  Rep.  Marie  Howe 
(D-Somerville),  had  a  change  of 
heart  this  year  and  voted  in  favor 
of  the  bill. 

Also  on  April  11,  the  House 
gave  final  approval,  on  a  voice 
vote,  to  a  bill  closing  a  highway 
rest  stop  on  the  Chelms- 
ford/Westford  line.  The  rest  stop 
and  others  nearby,  known  as 
popular  gay  cruising  areas,  have 
been  the  subject  of  controversy  for 
at  least  seven  years  (see  GCN ,  Vol. 
10,  No.  30).  The  bill,  S.  1741,  was 
filed  by  Sens.  Carol  Amick 
(D-Bedford)  and  Philip  Shea 
(D-Lowell)  after  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Department  of  Public 
Works  refused  to  close  the  rest 
stop,  saying  that  a  chain  link  fence 
it  had  erected  would  solve  the  pro¬ 
blem  by  keeping  rest  area  users  off 
private  property. 

The  bill  now  goes  to  Governor 
Michael  Dukakis,  who  must  act  on 
it  within  ten  legislative  days.  A 
spokesperson  for  the  governor, 
contacted  on  April  13,  said 
Dukakis  had  not  yet  taken  a  posi¬ 
tion  on  the  bill. 


Cauldron  Closed 
For  Violations 


By  Jil  Clark 

BOSTON,  MA  —  The 
Cauldron,  an  experimental 
theater,  abruptly  closed  its  doors 
last  weekend  per  order  of  the  city’s 
building  department. 

The  theater,  at  22  Randolph, 
has  in  just  two  years  become  an  in¬ 
stitution  in  the  lesbian  community, 
having  produced  about  five  dozen 
plays,  poetry  readings  and  other 
events.  Its  fate  rests  in  the  hands  of 
officials  in  the  Egress  Division  of 
the  Inspectional  Services  Depart¬ 
ment,  who  will  decide  whether 
changes  made  at  the  theater  in  the 
past  year  have  brought  it  “up  to 
code.” 

Marty  Kingsbury  and  Clover 
Chango  opened  the  Cauldron, 
which  they  had  hoped  would  be 
used  by  gay  men  as  well  as  les¬ 
bians,  on  St.  Valentine’s  Day  in 
1981,  but  they  had  not  obtained  a 
theater  license.  Kingsbury,  who 
still  works  with  the  theater,  ex¬ 
plained,  “It’s  really  hard  to  get  a 
theater  license  here.  A  lot  of  peo¬ 
ple  do  it  by  moving  into  a  theater 
that  already  exists  and  taking  over 
their  license.” 

The  city  became  aware  of  the 
South  End  theater  about  one  year 
ago,  inspected  it,  and  informed  the 
six-member  collective  that  they 
were  operating  in  violation  of  the 
city  building  code. 

Cauldron  members  responded 


by  correcting  violations  wherever 
possible,  said  Kingsbury. 

“We  made  a  written  agreement 
with  [the  tenant  in  the  adjoining 
studio]  to  use  their  door  as  a  se¬ 
cond  exit,  but  it  isn’t  in  our  posses¬ 
sion  so  they  [the  city  officials]  may 
not  accept  that.  We  added  a  fire 
door  between  the  two  studios.  We 
installed  emergency  lights  on  the 
stairs.  The  wiring  was  already  new, 
but  we  upgraded  it  ...  to  accom¬ 
modate  greater  wattage  as  shows 
grew.  There  was  a  good  sprinkler 
system  when  we  moved  in.  So  it  is 
safe.  But  it  isn’t  legal  .  .  .  because 
we’re  on  the  fourth  floor,  and  the 
law  says  theaters  aren’t  supposed 
to  be  above  the  second  floor.  And 
also  there’s  a  furniture  refinisher 
in  the  building  which  I  didn’t 
know  about  —  which  means  lots 
of  flammable  materials.” 

If  the  city  decides  not  to  license 
the  theater  at  its  present  location, 
it  will  move  later  this  year  to 
another  spot  in  the  South  End  or 
to  Cambridge  or  Allston,  said 
Kinsbury. 

Kingsbury  said  she  does  not  be¬ 
lieve  the  Cauldron  is  a  victim  of 
lesbian  harassment,  but  rather  of 
“small  theater  harassment.” 

“When  I  go  to  city  hall,  the  peo¬ 
ple  [in  the  Building  Department]  I 
talk  to  are  proud  of  the  hassle  they 
put  small  theaters  through-.  .  .  . 

Continued  on  page  13 


The  Roll  Call  . 

The  Yeas 

Alexander.  Frances  (D-Beverly) 
Alexander,  Lawrence  (D-Marblehead) 
Angelo.  Steven  (D-Saugus) 

Barrett,  Michael  (D-Reading) 

Benson,  William  (D-Greenfield) 

Bickford.  Walter  (D-Berlin) 

Bolling.  Royal,  Jr.  (D-Boston) 

Brett.  James  (D-Dorchester) 

Brownell,  Thomas  (D-Quincy) 

Buglione.  Nicholas  (D-Methuen) 

Bunte.  Doris  (D-Boston) 

Businger.  John  (D-Brookline) 

Cahoon.  Howard.  Jr.  (R-Chatham) 
Caron.  Paul  (D-Springfield) 

Cellucci,  Argeo  (R-Hudson) 

Cohen,  David  (D-Newton) 

Connolly.  Joseph  (D-Natick) 

DeNucci,  A.  Joseph  (D-Newton) 

DiMasi.  Salvatore  (D-Boston) 

Doran.  Stephen  (D-Lexington) 

Finneran.  Thomas  (D-Dorchester) 
Flaherty.  Charles  (D-Cambridge) 
Gallagher.  Thomas  (D-Boston) 

Galvin,  William  (D-Boston) 

Gibson,  Mary  Jane  (D-Belmont) 

Graham,  Saundra  (D-Cambridge) 

Gray,  Barbara  (R-Framingham) 

Healy,  Jonathan  (R-Charlemont) 

Hicks,  Lucile  (R-Wayland) 

Hodgkins,  Christopher  (D-Lee) 

Holland,  Iris  (R-Longmeadow) 

Howe,  Marie  (D-Somerville) 

Karol,  Stephen  (D-Attleboro) 

Keating,  William  (D-Sharon) 

Keverian,  George  (D-Everett) 

Kollios,  Paul  (D-Millbury) 

Lynch,  Thomas  (D-Barnstable) 

Mara,  Francis  (D-Brockton) 

McKenna.  Mary  Jane  (R-Holden) 
Menard,  Joan  (D-Somerset) 

Morrissey.  Michael  (D-Quincy) 

Murphy,  John,  Jr.  (D-Peabody) 

Nagle,  William,  Jr.  (D-Northampton) 
Natsios.  Andrew  (R-Holliston) 

Navin,  Joseph  (D-Marlborough) 

Nelson,  David  (D-New  Bedford) 
Paleologos,  Nicholas  (D-Woburn) 

Piro,  Vincent  (D-Somerville) 

Robinson,  William  (R-Melrose) 

Rouse.  Richard  (D-Dorchester) 

Rushing,  Byron  (D-Boston) 

Saggese,  Alfred,  Jr.  (D-Winthrop) 

Schur,  Susan  (D-Newton) 

Silva,  Richard  (R-Gloucester) 


Speliotis.  Theodore  (D-Danvers) 
Suhoski.  Chester  (D  Gardner) 
Tucker.  Susan  (D-Andover) 
Vallely,  Thomas  (D-Boston) 
Vellucci.  Peter  (D-Cambridge) 
Voke.  Richard  (D-Chelsea) 
Wetherbee.  Bruce  (D-Pepperell) 
White,  W.  Paul  (D-Boston) 

The  Nays 


Aleixo.  Theodore.  Jr.  (D-Taunton) 
Ambler.  Robert  (D-Weymouth) 
Bohigian.  Robert  (D-Worcester) 
Bourque.  George  (D-Fitchburg) 
Canavan,  Ellen  (R-Needham) 

Carey.  William  (D-Easthampton) 
Cerasoli.  Robert  (D-Quincy) 

Chiocca.  Allan  (D-Bridgewater) 
Ciccarelli.  Salvatore  (D  Watertown) 
Clark.  Forrester.  Jr.  (R  Hamilton) 
Collaro.  Andrew  (D-Worcester) 
Constantino.  William,  Jr.  (R-Clinton) 
Correia.  Robert  (D-Fall  River) 

Costa.  Frank  (D-Adams) 

Cox.  John  (D-Lowell) 

Craven.  James,  Jr.  (D-Boston) 
Creedon.  Michael  (D-Brockton) 
Cusack.  John  (D-Arlington) 

Decas.  Charles  (R-Wareham) 
DeFilippi.  Walter  (R-W.  Springfield) 
Doyle.  Charles  Robert  (D-Boston) 
Driscoll.  John  (R-Northbridge) 
Emilio,  Frank  (D-Haverhill) 

Flood.  John  (D-Canton) 

Flynn,  William,  Jr.  (D-Hanover) 
Forman.  Peter  (R-Plymouth) 
Freeman.  Bruce  (R-Chelmsford) 
Glodis,  William.  Jr.  (D-Worcester) 
Goyette,  Roger  (D-New  Bedford) 
Gray,  John  (R-Groveland) 
Greenhalgh,  Haden  (R-Harwich) 
Grenier,  Henry  (D-Spencer) 

Hayes.  Robert  Emmet  (D-Whitman) 
Hermann,  Joseph  (D-North  Andover) 
Howarth,  Robert  (R-Sprinqfield) 
Jakubowicz,  Robert  (D-Pittsfield) 
Kehoe,  Marie-Louise  (D-Dedham) 
Lawrence.  Denis  (D-New  Bedford) 
LeLacheur,  Edward  (D-Lowell) 
Loring,  John  (R-Acton) 

Mann,  Charles  (R-Hanson) 

Manning,  M.  Joseph  (D-Milton) 
Marotta,  Angelo  (D-Medford) 
McGlynn,  Michael  (D-Medford) 
McNeil.  John  (D-Malden) 


McNeil.  Robert  (O  Leicester) 

Metayer.  Elizabeth  (D-Braintree) 

Miceli.  James  (D  Wilmington) 

Moore.  Richard  (D-Uxbridge) 

Moriarty.  William  (D  Ware) 

Mullins.  William  (D-Ludlow) 

Murray  Mary  Jeanette  (R-Cohasset) 
Parente.  Marie  (D  Milford) 

Picucci.  Angelo  (D  Leominster) 

Pierce.  Steven  (R-Westfield) 

Poirier.  Kevin  (R-North  Attleboro) 

Rea.  Michael.  Jr  (D-Billerica) 

Rogers.  Andrew.  Jr  (D-Framingham) 
Rohan.  Robert  (D-Holyoke) 

Rourke.  Susan  (D-Lowell) 

Ruane.  J  Michael  (D-Salem) 

Saltmarsh.  Sherman.  Jr  (R-Winchester) 
Scaccia.  Angelo  (D-Boston) 

Scibelli.  Anthony  (D-Springfield) 
Silveira.  Walter,  Jr.  (D-Fairhaven) 

Silvia.  Charles  (D-Fall  River) 

Sullivan.  Gregory  William  (D-Norwood) 
Switzler.  Royall  (R-Wellesley) 

Tougas.  Roger  (D-Dartmouth) 

Travinski.  Marilyn  (D-Southbridge) 
Travis,  Philip  (D-Rehobeth) 

Trombley.  Peter  (D-Waltham) 

Vernon.  William  (R-Mansfield) 

Vigneau.  Robert  (D-Burlington) 

Walsh.  Michael  (D  Agawam) 

White.  Thomas  (D-Worcester) 
Woodward.  Francis  (D  Walpole) 


Not  Voting 


Bassett.  Timothy  (D-Lynn) 
Blanchette.  Kevin  (D-Lawrence) 
Cahir.  Jeremiah  (D  Bourne) 

Collins.  James  (D-Amherst) 

Corazmi.  Leo  (D-Shrewsbury) 
Costello.  Nicholas  (D-Amesbury) 
Fitzgerald.  Kevin  (D-Boston) 
Flaherty.  Michael  (D-S  Boston) 
Jordan,  Raymond.  Jr.  (D-Springfield) 
Lemanski,  Kenneth  (D-Chicopee) 
McGee.  Thomas  (D-Lynn) 

McKenna,  Arthur  (D-Springfield) 
McNally,  Charles  (D-Franklin) 
Minaham.  Alfred.  Jr.  (D-Wakefield) 
Myerson.  Eleanor  (D-Brookline) 
Norton.  Thomas  (D-Fall  River) 

Serra.  Emanuel  (D-E.  Boston) 


Police  Appoint  Liaison 
To  Lesbian/Gay  Community 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BOSTON  —  Police  Commis¬ 
sioner  Joseph  Jordan  has  an¬ 
nounced  the  appointment  of  a 
police  liaison  to  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community.  Lt.  Donald 
Devine,  a  17-year  veteran  of  the 
Boston  Police  Department,  “will 
act  as  the  Commissioner’s  advisor 
on  matters  pertaining  to  the  Gay 
community  and  will  act  as  the 
Police  Department’s  represen¬ 
tative  at  community  meetings  and 
community  functions,”  according 
to  a  prepared  statement  released 
by  Jordan’s  office. 

The  appointment  follows 
several  months’  negotiation  with 
city  hall  and  police  department  of¬ 
ficials  by  Brian  McNaught,  who 
serves  as  Mayor  Kevin  White’s 
liaison  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity.  Based  upon  consultation 
with  the  gay  police  liaison  in  San 


Francisco,  McNaught  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  commissioner  that 
an  experienced,  uniformed  officer 
with  an  office  at  police  head¬ 
quarters  be  assigned  to  the  post. 

Ideally,  said  McNaught,  the 
liaison  should  also  be  openly  gay. 
However,  no  openly  gay  officers 
currently  serve  on  the  force. 

Devine,  who,  in  the  words  of  the 
commissioner’s  statement,  “is 
married  and  is  the  father  of  six,” 
comes  to  the  job  with  virtually  no 
experience  specific  to  the  needs  of 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community. 
After  joining  the  department  in 
1 966,  he  was  stationed  in  Roxbury , 
where  he  remained  until  1980.  At 
that  time,  he  was  promoted  to 
Lieutenant  and  assigned  to  the 
coordination  of  the  Team  Polic¬ 
ing,  Neighborhood  Business  Beats 
and  Auto  Theft  Prevention  Pro¬ 
grams. 


“I’m  going  into  this 
cautiously,”  Devine  said.  “I’m 
not  going  to  act  impetuously  in 
dealing  with  the  problems  .  .  .  I’m 
going  to  deal  with  each  person  as 
an  individual.” 

The  new  liaison  said  he  plans  to 
educate  himself  about  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community  by  consulting 
with  community  representatives 
and  by  sitting  in  on  The  Boston 
Project,  a  study  of  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  currently  being  undertaken 
by  the  Mayor’s  Office.  “I’m  going 
to  have  questions,  as  you  have 
questions  now,”  he  said. 

Devine  said  he  will  continue  to 
perform  his  other  duties  for  the 
Commissioner’s  Office  while  act¬ 
ing  as  liaison,  but  added  that  the 
assignment  of  an  assistant  to  help 
with  monitoring  of  the  Team 
Policing  Program  will  provide  him 
with  sufficient  time  for  his  new 
work.  No  money  has  been  bud- 
Continued  on  page  13 

Navy,  Falwell 
To  Harvard 

Harvard  University  will 
play  host  next  week  to  two 
visitors  of  interest.  On  Mon¬ 
day,  April  18,  representa¬ 
tives  from  the  United  States 
Navy  will  respond  to  a  peti¬ 
tion,  signed  by  500  Harvard 
undergraduates,  demanding 
a  meeting  to  discuss  the 
Navy’s  recruitment  on  cam¬ 
pus. 

The  following  Monday, 
April  25  at  8  p.m.,  Jerry 
Falwell  will  speak  at  Har¬ 
vard’s  John  F.  Kennedy 
School  of  Government.  The 
talk  will  be  open  to  the 
public. 


LI.  Donald  Devine,  Boston’s  new  police  liaison  to  the  lesbian/gay 
community. 


Page  2  •  Gay  Community  News,  April  23,  1983 


News  Notes - 

quote  of  the  week 

“But  aside  from  any  question  of  belief  or  un¬ 
belief,  non-religious  lesbians  and  gay  men  should 
remember  that  rapprochement  with  the  Church  is 
politically  expedient.  If  one  accepts  historian  John 
Boswell’s  thesis,  pronounced  homophobia  in  the 
Church  is  not  inherent  in  the  Christian  tradition,  but 
first  entered  it  as  a  result  of  social  presures  from  the 
outside  in  the  thirteenth  century.  Today,  the  Church  is 
also  under  pressure,  from  a  New  Right  that  uses 
religion  as  window-dressing.  The  extent  to  which  it 
does  not  give  in  to  such  influence  is  in  part  dependent 
on  the  gay  movement’s  maintenance  of  some  on¬ 
going  contact  and  dialogue.  That,  in  turn,  is  possible 
in  large  part  because  there  are  gays  and  lesbians 
within  the  Church  who  steadfastly  refuse  to  leave  it, 
be  booted  out,  or  be  closeted  within  it.  Their  churchly 
involvement,  in  this  sense,  ought  not  to  be  merely  a 
matter  of  curiosity  to  the  non-religious.” 

—  David  Townsend,  a  member  of  Lutherans  Con¬ 
cerned,  in  an  article  he  wrote  about  gay  religious  ac¬ 
tivists  for  The  Body  Politic  entitled  “Staying  On,” 
April,  1983. 


media  advocacy  workshop 

BOSTON  —  Tired  of  the  media’s  misinterpreta¬ 
tion  of  our  lives?  Want  to  do  something  about  it? 
Spend  an  evening  with  others  who  share  your  outrage 
and  learn  how  you  can  take  action  to  effect  more  re¬ 
sponsible  media  coverage! 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates  (LAGMA)  of 
Boston  will  show  you  how  to  analyze  the  media’s 
coverage  of  our  community  and  respond  to  it.  A  work¬ 
shop  will  be  held  April  27  at  7:30  at  the  GCN  offices, 
167  Tremont.  Bring  examples  of  good  or  bad  media 
coverage  and  learn  to  talk  back. 

If  you  can’t  attend  the  workshop,  but  want  to 
work  with  LAGMA  write  them  c/o  GCN  or  call  492-3433 
from  2-6pm. 


nambla  bashed  at  marx  centenary 

MELBOURNE  —  At  a  Karl  Marx  Centenary  Con¬ 
ference  held  in  Melbourne  over  Easter  weekend,  a  Na¬ 
tional  Committee  member  of  the  Socialist  Workers 
Party  queer-bashed  the  North  American  Man/Boy 
Love  Association  (NAMBLA),  according  to  the  Sydney 
Gay  Solidarity  Group. 

In  a  burst  of  temper,  the  SWP  National  Commit¬ 
tee  member  said  that  if  he  had  his  way  he  would  line 
up  members  of  NAMBLA  and  shoot  the  lot  of  them. 

This  comment  outraged  gay  participants  in  the 
Conference  and  was  discussed  at  the  Gay  Solidarity 
workshop  the  next  day.  Workshop  attendees  pointed 
out  that  the  left  has  always  shied  away  from  the  issue 
of  sexuality  and  that  this  served  to  alienate  many  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  who  preferred  working  in  the  wom¬ 
en’s  movement  and  the  gay  movement. 

It  was  also  noted  that  radical  lesbians  and  gay 
men  must  demonstrate  to  socialists  that  sexual  liber¬ 
ation  has  an  equal  standing  with  other  struggles. 


vigil  held  for  victims  of  homophobia 

SACRAMENTO  —  A  Candlelight  rally  attended 
by  100  gay  merrand  lesbians  was  held  in  Sacramento 
on  March  1 1  to  pay  tribute  to  those  who  have  died  or 
suffered  under  homophobic  oppression,  according  to 
the  Sacramento  Star. 

The  rally,  on  the  west  steps  of  the  California 
state  capitol  building,  was  held  in  conjunction  with 
the  Western  Regional  Lesbian  and  Gay  Students  Con¬ 
ference. 

During  the  hour-long  ceremony,  the  crowd  heard 
speeches  which  ranged  from  memorials  to  calls  for 
action  to  light  comedy  celebrating  gay  lifestyles. 


castro  bashers  jailed 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Two  of  the  five  youths  who 
attacked  and  severely  beat  a  gay  man  last  November 
were  incarcerated,  according  to  the  Bay  Area 
Reporter. 

The  boys,  both  teenagers,  pled  guilty  to  charges 
resulting  from  the  unprovoked  attack  in  the  Castro 
area.  One  was  sentenced  to  18  months  at  Log  Cabin 
camp  for  juvenile  offenders;  the  other,  his  brother, 
was  sentenced  to  90  days  at  the  same  facility.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  jailing,  they  must  pay  restitution  to  the  victim. 

One  of  the  other  participants  in  the  attack  was 
placed  on  probation  and  the  remaining  two  are 
scheduled  for  hearings. 

The  victim  of  the  attack,  Russell  Mills,  suffered  a 
head  gash,  a  broken  knee  cap  and  a  broken  wrist,  was 
unable  to  work  for  several  months  after  the  beating 
and  has  incurred  an  estimated  $15,000  debt  for 
medical  expenses. 

In  his  sentencing,  the  judge  in  the  case  indicated 
that  the  beating  of  Mills  was  a  homophobic  queer¬ 
bashing  when  he  said,  “This  occurred  from  an  at¬ 
titude  that  was  prevalent.  The  opportunity  presented 
itself.” 


deaf  rights  now 

BOSTON  —  Advocates  of  deaf  people’s  civil 
rights  are  urging  state  residents  to  attend  a  public 
hearing  on  Senate  Bill  #56  on  April  19. 

The  deaf  rights  bill,  now  in  the  Senate  Labor  and 
Commerce  Committee,  would  outlaw  discrimination 
against  the  deaf  in  housing  and  require  landlords  to 
accommodate  their  deaf  tenants  by  installing  such 
devices  as  flashing  door  lights  in  addition  to  door 
bells.  The  bill  would  protect  the  rights  of  deaf  persons 
to  keep  their  trained  hearing-ear  dogs  with  them  in  all 
public  places. 

If  passed,  the  bill  would  force  the  New  England 
Telephone  Company  to  provide  TTY'S  (tele-type 
writers)  to  deaf  persons  just  as  the  company  provides 
phones  to  hearing  persons.  The  bill  also  seeks  to 
force  the  courts  to  provide  sign  language  interpreters 
for  deaf  plaintiffs;  currently  this  service  is  available  to 
deaf  defendants  only.  The  courts  should  also  pay  sign 
language  interpreters  the  same  wage  it  pays  inter¬ 
preters  of  other  languages,  the  bill  says. 

The  principal  lobbyists  behind  the  bill  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Association  for  the 
Deaf  (MSAD).  Many  of  the  individuals  currently  work¬ 
ing  for  its  passage  are  lesbians. 

“Blind  people  have  had  their  bill  passed.  Wheel¬ 
chair  people,  too,”  said  Nancy  Becker,  a  deaf  lesbian 
who  coordinates  the  MSAD’s  sign  language  program. 
Until  now,  Becker  continued,  “the  deaf  have  not  been 
politically  active  partly  because  of  the  language  bar¬ 
rier.” 

Speaking  in  American  Sign  Language  to  reporter 
Annie  Waterflow,  Becker  said  that  many  hearing  peo¬ 
ple  have  become  more  aware  and  considerate  of  deaf 
people  as  a  result  of  attending  concerts  interpreted 
for  the  deaf,  and  she  hopes  that  these  people  will 
come  to  the  senate  hearing  or  call  their  senators  and 
representatives  urging  them  to  support  the  bill. 

The  hearing  will  be  held  at  10:30  in  Gardner 
Auditorium  at  the  State  House.  Numerous  inter¬ 
preters  will  be  available  for  deaf  persons  wishing  to 
speak  at  the  hearing  or  to  their  elected  officials.  For 
more  information  call  B.J.  Wood,  933-0415,  or  Cathy 
Cogan  437-3064. 


columnist  apologizes  to  gay  &  lesbian  group 

TORONTO  —  A  columnist  for  the  Toronto  Star 
has  retracted  anti-gay  slurs  he  wrote  in  a  piece  on  the 
city’s  lesbian  and  gay  phone  counselling/information 
lines,  according  to  The  Body  Politic. 

Frank  Jones,  using  third  hand  hearsay  evidence, 
reported  on  what  he  later  came  to  understand  was  a 
common  practical  joke  in  suburban  high  schools: 
leaving  another  student  a  message  to  call  a  gay 
phoneline.  Jones,  in  the  column,  said  he  feared  that 
the  organizers  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto 
would  “not  say  a  word  about  the  emptiness  and 
sterility  of  gay  life.” 

A  wave  of  calls  and  letters  protested  this  remark 
and  other  inaccuracies  and  innuendos  in  Jones’  arti¬ 
cle.  He  then  wrote  a  second  column  to  apologize.  “I 
acted  in  a  mean-minded  fashion  last  week.  I  allowed 
my  prejudices  to  colour  my  judgment  in  accusing  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Youth  of  actively  recruiting  at  local  high 
schools,”  wrote  Jones. 


reagan  receives  a.i.d.s.  resolution 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  Community  Board  #2  (CB2), 
Manhattan,  has  approved  and  sent  on  to  President 
Ronald  Reagan  a  resolution  regarding  AIDS. 

The  resolution,  passed  at  its  March  17  meeting, 
includes  the  following  recommendations:  that  a  mas¬ 
sive  federal  effort  be  launched  to  solve  this  problem; 
that  the  city  of  New  York  review  all  possible  funding 
sources;  and  that  city  support  be  offered  to  the  Gay 
Men’s  Health  Crisis. 

CB2,  a  citizen  governmental  body  funded  by  the 
city,  has  jurisdiction  over  the  neighborhoods  of 
Greenwhich  Village,  Little  Italy,  Soho,  Noho  and  parts 
of  Chinatown.  The  Board  had  requested  an  immediate 
response  from  Reagan,  but  to  date  has  received  none. 


ibm  stockholder  jumps  into 
recruitment  debate 

BOSTON  —  A  stockholder  will  submit  a  proposal 
at  IBM’s  April  25  annual  meeting  of  stockholders  to 
stop  company  contributions  to  schools  banning 
military  recruiters  from  their  campuses. 

Mentioning  Harvard,  UCLA,  New  York  University, 
Wayne  State,  Yale  and  Ohio  State,  the  Foundation  for 
the  Study  of  Philanthropy  will  argue  that  IBM  should 
not  offer  financial  support  to  universities  which  “flout 
our  national  defense  effort.” 

The  six  schools  mentioned,  plus  a  few  others, 
have  tossed  military  recruiters  off  campus  because 
the  armed  forces  discriminate  against  gay  men  and 
lesbians  in  their  recruitment  practices. 


aussie  activists  won’t  go  away 

SYDNEY  —  Following  the  angry  response  of  the 
gay  community  to  the  raids  on  Sydney’s  Club  80,  the 
premier  of  New  South  Wales  commented  to  the  press 
recently  that  any  attempt  to  repeal  the  anti-homo¬ 
sexual  laws  was  out  of  the  question  this  year,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Australian  Gay  Rights  Lobby. 

Robert  French,  co-convenor  of  the  Lobby,  said, 
“The  Premier  may  have  shut  his  mind  to  any  reform 
. . .  but  Gay  Rights  Lobby  certainly  hasn’t  . . .  We  are 
not  going  to  let  Mr.  Wran  turn  a  blind  eye  to  the 
abuses  of  civil  rights  which  occurred  during  the  raids 
on  Club  80  and  the  continuing  affront  contained  with¬ 
in  the  anti-homosexual  clauses  of  the  New  South 
Wales  Crimes  Act.” 


queer  social  workers  to  convene 

WEST  HARTFORD,  CT  —  The  Connecticut  chap¬ 
ter  of  the  National  Association  of  Social  Workers  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Task  Force  will  host  the  second  annual 
“Sensitivity  is  Still  Not  Enough”  conference.  The  two- 
day  conference,  on  April  22  and  23,  will  feature  60 
workshops  on  issues  relevant  to  lesbians  and  gay 
men  and  social  workers  with  lesbian  and  gay  male 
clients  and  co-workers. 

The  conference  will  be  held  at  the  UConn  School 
of  Social  Work,  1800  Asylum  Avenue,  West  Hartford. 
For  information,  call  (203)  522-1607. 


sodomy  repeal  withstands  another  attack 

DALLAS  —  An  attempt  to  force  the  Texas  state 
attorney  general  to  fight  against  the  repeal  of  that 
state’s  sodomy  statute  has  been  turned  back  by  the 
Texas  Supreme  Court,  according  to  the  Gay  News  of 
Dallas/Fort  Worth. 

The  Amarillo  district  attorney,  Danny  Hill,  and 
two  Republican  state  representatives  filed  the  re¬ 
quest  that  Attorney  General  Jim  Mattox  be  forced  to 
fight  the  repeal  of  Section  21.06.  The  statute  was  de¬ 
clared  unconstitutional  last  fall  by  Judge  Jerry  Buch- 
meyer  of  the  Fifth  U.S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals.  Mat¬ 
tox  had  filed  an  appeal,  but  then  dropped  it  because 
he  said  he  didn’t  think  he  would  win  the  case  and  con¬ 
sidered  it  a  waste  of  taxpayer’s  money. 

Hill  has  filed  an  appeal  of  the  ruling  on  behalf  of 
a  group  called  “Dallas  Doctors  Against  AIDS.”  Gay 
activists  in  the  Dallas  area  are  confident  that  Hill’s 
appeal  will  fail.  (See  GCN  vol.  10,  no.  35.) 


gay  democrats 

SPRINGFIELD,  MA  —  The  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Issues  Caucus  at  the  Massachusetts  Democratic 
Convention  reports  that  approximately  thirty  caucus 
members  attended  the  convention  on  April  9. 

Jonathan  Handel,  a  delegate  from  Cambridge  and 
coordinator  of  the  caucus,  says  the  caucus  members 
met  on  the  convention  floor  with  presidential  can¬ 
didate  Sen.  Alan  Cranston  (D-Calif.).  Cranston  report¬ 
edly  expressed  support  for  non-discrimination 
legislation  and  indicated  that,  if  elected,  he  would 
probably  appoint  a  gay  liaison  or  other  representative 
to  his  domestic  policy  staff. 

Handel  also  met  personally  with  former  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent  Walter  Mondale,  the  candidate  who  placed  first 
in  a  preference  poll  conducted  among  the  4,000  con¬ 
vention  delegates.  Mondale  expressed  support  for 
gay  rights  and  later  mentioned  “homosexuals”  in  his 
speech  to  the  delegates. 

Approximately  70  delegates  at  the  convention  sign¬ 
ed  a  petition,  circulated  by  the  caucus,  in  favor  of  an 
amendment  to  the  party  charter  making  lesbians  and 
gay  men  an  official  “outreach  group”  of  the  party. 
That  proposal  was  killed,  however,  by  the  Charter 
Amendments  Committee. 


manuscripts,  articles  sought 

CAMBRIDGE  —  Alice  James  Books  will  be  ac¬ 
cepting  poetry  manuscripts  from  April  1-30.  The 
manuscripts  should  be  60-70  typed  pages  long, 
paginated,  in  English  and  have  a  table  of  contents. 
Since  authors  participate  in  production,  New  England 
residency  is  required.  Send  two  copies  with  a  SASE 
to:  Alice  James  Books,  138  Mt.  Auburn  St.,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02138. 

OAKLAND  —  Connexions,  the  international 
women’s  magazine,  is  planning  a  second  issue  on  les¬ 
bians  around  the  world.  The  magazine  seeks  articles, 
poetry,  fiction,  contact  addresses  or  any  other  infor¬ 
mation  relevant  to  lesbians  outside  the  U.S.  Deadline 
is  Sept.  1, 1983.  Send  to:  Connexions,  4228  Telegraph 
Ave.,  Oakland,  CA  94609. 


This  week’s  News  Notes  compiled  by  Sue  Hyde. 
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News  Analysis 


Feinstein  Recall  Splits  Gay  Political  Clubs 


By  John  Mehring 
SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Mayor 
Dianne  Feinstein  faces  an  April  26 
recall  election  which  has  resulted  in 
this  city’s  four  lesbian  and  gay 
political  clubs  taking  equal,  if  op¬ 
posite,  sides  on  the  issue.  The  Har- 
vey  Milk  Gay  Democratic  Club  and 
the  Stonewall  Gay  Democratic 
Club  are  in  favor  of  the  re¬ 
call,  while  the  Alice  B.  Toklas 
Memorial  Democratic  Club  and  the 
Concerned  Republicans  for  Indi¬ 
vidual  Rights  (CR1R)  are  support¬ 
ing  Feinstein’s  continuance  in  of¬ 
fice. 

The  election  came  about  when  a 
small  fringe  group  of  neighborhood 
activists,  the  White  Panthers, 
sought  to  demonstrate  their  vehe¬ 
ment  opposition  to  Feinstein’s  ef¬ 
forts  on  behalf  of  gun  control  legis¬ 
lation,  by  collecting  signatures  on  a 
recall  petition. 

The  Panthers  began  their  ambiti¬ 
ous  campaign  last  summer,  but 
their  biggest  success  came  in  the  fall 
when,  in  a  series  of  vetoes  dealing 
with  housing  and  gay  rights,  Fein¬ 
stein  appeared  to  challenge  the 
city’s  large  and  active  progressive 
political  constitutencies.  For  many 
progressives,  her  vetoes  of  strength¬ 
ened  rent  control,  domestic  part¬ 
ners  legislation  and  a  moratorium 
on  condominium  conversions  were 
the  last  straw  in  the  contentious, 


Dianne  Feinstein 

ambivalent,  yet  nominally  suppor¬ 
tive  relationship  with  the  mayor. 

In  1979,  after  becoming  mayor  in 
1978  following  the  assassination  of 
George  Moscone,  Feinstein  was 
forced  into  a  runoff  with  conserva¬ 
tive  Democrat  city  Supervisor 
Quentin  Kopp.The  runoff  occurred 
when  about  10  percent  of  the 
electorate  voted  for  David  Scott,  a 
gay  candidate.  Feinstein  under¬ 
stood  that  to  win,  she  would  have 
to  garner  the  bulk  of  that  gay  and 
progressive  tenth  of  the  vote  and 
she  proceeded  to  go  after  it. 

The  promises  she  made  in  1979  to 
get  that  vote  have  come  back  to 
haunt  her  in  the  current  recall  elec¬ 
tion.  Among  other  things,  Fein¬ 
stein  promised  to  support  rent  con¬ 
trol,  downtown  highrise  restric¬ 
tions,  city  appointments  for  les¬ 


bians  and  gay  men  in  proportion  to 
the  community’s  size,  and  full  legal 
and  social  equality  for  all  minori¬ 
ties.  Feinstein  has  not  only  not  kept 
those  promises,  but  she  has  also 
completely  abandoned  those  cam¬ 
paign  positions.  Even  lesbian  and 
gay  supporters  of  the  Mayor  admit 
she  has  seriously  undermined  her 
own  support  and  credibility  by  not 
taking  action  to  counteract  the 
widespread  perception  of  her  as  a 
center-right  politician  who  can  only 
win  by  deft  use  of  liberal  rhetoric, 
necessary  in  a  city  with  such  a  large 
progressive  voting  bloc.  Feinstein 
herself  projects  the  role  of  the  em¬ 
battled  moderate,  compromising 
both  sides  of  the  political  spectrum, 
intent  on  promoting  the  nitty-gritty 
business  agenda  of  “the  city  that 
knows  how.” 

The  “nitty-gritty  business  agen¬ 
da”  is  the  real  sleeper  in  this  elec¬ 
tion.  There  are  no  restrictions  on 
Feinstein’s  campaign  funds  for  the 
recall  —  unlike  her  scheduled  re- 
election  try  this  November. 

Her  husband,  Dick  Blum,  has 
dutifully  shaken  the  corporate 
Christmas  trees  downtown  and 
produced  gifts  of  $10,000  each 
from  such  northern  California  cor¬ 
porate  giants  as  Bank  of  America, 
Pacific  Telephone,  Pacific  Gas  and 
Electric  and  Bechtel,  none  of  which 
is  known  for  political  moderation, 
let  alone  “correctness.”. 


Even  though  the  political  pro¬ 
gressives  here  have  no  real  affection 
for  Feinstein,  the  recall  campaign 
has  gotten  short  shrift  from  then). 
In  part,  that  can  be  explained  by  the 
White  Panther/anti-gun  control 
origin  of  the  petition,  but  more  im¬ 
portantly  Feinstein  has  successfully 
corralled  the  nearly  total  public 
loyalty  of  the  city’s  liberal  political 
establishment.  Just  one  elected  of¬ 
ficial,  Tom  Wolfred,  an  openly  gay 
member  of  the  Community  College 
Board  has  announced  his  support 
of  the  recall.  Harry  Britt,  the  city’s 
other  gay  elected  official  is  support¬ 
ing  the  mayor. 

Citizens  for  a  New  Mayor 
(CNM)  an  umbrella  group  for  pro¬ 
gressive  organizations  supporting 
the  recall,  has  been  unable  to 
generate  adequate  money  and  com¬ 
mitment  to  effectively  present  the 
recall  case  to  its  natural  constituen¬ 
cy.  Only  in  the  Haight-Ashbury, 
where  many  of  its  affiliated  groups 
are  active,  is  CNM  making  a  respec¬ 
table  push  for  an  anti-Feinstein 
turnout. 

By  all  accounts,  only  in  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  community  has  the  re¬ 
call  election  been  fully  legitimized 
as  an  issue  for  debate,  with  accom¬ 
panying  visible  anti-Feinstein  senti¬ 
ment.  One  of  the  city’s  most  re¬ 
spected  electoral  groups,  the  Har¬ 
vey  Milk  Club,  has  staked  out  the 
Castro,  along  with  the  Stonewall 


Club,  every  weekend  since 
February:  registering  voters, 
distributing  literature  and  in 
general  offering  a  counter  to  the 
phalanx  of  Feinstein  supporters 
seen  all  over  the  city  at  busy  shop¬ 
ping  areas. 

The  Toklas  Club  has  meshed  its 
pro -Feinstein  support  into  the  No 
Recall  campaign,  and  plans  to  con¬ 
centrate  on  direct  mail  to  thousands 
of  lesbian  and  gay  voters.  CRIR, 
although  supporting  the  mayor, 
has  refused  to  engage  in  any  cam¬ 
paigning. 

In  other  neighborhoods,  pro¬ 
recall  statements  are  apt  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  “not  nice.”  In  the  Castro, 
Feinstein  supporters  often  find 
themselves  on  the  defensive.  At  the 
very  least,  no  one  assumes  support 
for  Feinstein  from  any  lesbian  or 
gay  man. 

It  is  obvious  that  we  won’t  be 
speaking  with  one  voice  on  this 
issue.  But  it  is  just  as  obvious  that 
anti-Feinstein  voting  will  be 
demonstrably  greater  in  the  Castro 
than  in  any  other  San  Francisco 
neighborhood,  with  the  Haight 
running  a  close  second. 

Analysts  and  activists  are  no 
longer  concerned  whether  Feinstein 
will  win  on  April  26.  The  only  ques¬ 
tion  is  by  how  much.  If  it  can  be 
demonstrated  that  she  is  vulner¬ 
able,  i.e.  receiving  less  than  55-60% 
Continued  on  page  11 
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Elaine  Noble,  center,  analyzes  the  legal  aspects  of  homosexu¬ 
ality  at  a  panel  discussion  entitled  “Homosexuality:  Clinical  and 
Social  Issues  —  The  Coming  Decade.”  On  the  left  is  panel 
moderator  John  Bauer,  on  the  right  is  Bernard  Barzal,  with  Adele 
Starr  on  the  far  left. 

The  panel  convened  at  the  60th  annual  meeting  of  the 
American  Orthopsychiatric  Association  on  Thursday,  April  7  at 
the  Park  Plaza  Hotel  in  Boston.  For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
the  Association,  a  session  focusing  on  homosexuality  was  given 
panel  status  and  the  public  was  invited  to  attend.  About  100  peo¬ 
ple  heard  six  speakers  discuss  topics  ranging  from  a  clinical 
analysis  of  the  coming  out  process  to  the  personal  account  of  a 
founder  of  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays. 


Apuzzo  Addresses 
Educators  At  Harvard 


By  Sue  Hyde 

o  CAMBRIDGE  —  In  a  speech  to 
'§  about  200  gay  and  lesbian  educa- 
w  tors,  Virginia  Apuzzo,  executive 
.®  director  of  the  National  Gay  Task 
*i  Force,  said  that  gay  people  have  a 
right  to  be  interested  in  the  educa¬ 
tion  of  children  because  they  are 
the  future,  but  that  it  is  absurd  to 
hire  a  teacher  and  then  say,  “But 
don’t  bring  yourself  to  work. 
Don’t  bring  your  values  or  world 
view  into  the  classroom.  ” 

Apuzzo,  speaking  at  the  Har¬ 
vard  School  of  Education  on  April 
13,  outlined  for  the  audience  three 
forms  of  discrimination  against 
gay  people  in  education. 

Using  the  Briggs  Initiative  in 
California  to  illustrate  attempts  to 
outlaw  gay  and  lesbian  teachers 
from  classrooms,  Apuzzo  noted 


Yalies  Force 
Lower  Fee  For  Vaccine 


By  George  Chauncey,  Jr. 

NEW  HAVEN  —  The  Yale  Uni¬ 
versity  Health  Plan  (YHP)  decided 
to  reduce  the  cost  of  the  Hepatitis 
B  vaccine  to  YHP  members  from 
$106  to  $35  at  its  March  28  Board 
meeting,  bowing  to  intensive 
pressure  organized  by  the  Gay 
Health  Task  Force  (GHTF) 

The  vaccine  prevents  infection 
with  Hepatitis  B,  a  serious  viral  in¬ 
fection  which  can  result  in  flu-like 
symptoms,  cirrhosis,  liver  cancer, 
and  even  death.  Up  to  80%  of  all 
gay  men  may  be  infected  with  the 
disease  at  some  point  in  their  lives, 
according  to  the  Centers  for 
Disease  Control  (CDC),  and  the 
CDC  has  recommended  that  all 
homosexually  active  males  be  vac¬ 
cinated. 

The  Board  had  reaffirmed  its 
policy  of  charging  $106  at  a 
meeting  on  February  28,  despite 
the  fact  that  the  YHP  provides  all 
other  vaccines,  except  those  need¬ 
ed  for  travel,  for  free.  They  argued 
then  that  there  was  a  relatively  low 
incidence  of  the  disease  at  Yale,  so 
that  it  was  cheaper  to  treat  than 


prevent,  and  that,  in  any  case,  gay 
men  “voluntarily  exposed’’ 
themselves  to  it  by  their  sexual 
behavior. 

The  GHTF,  which  had  quietly 
lobbied  for  a  policy  change  before 
the  February  28  meeting,  called  an 
emergency  protest  demonstration 
for  March  3  when  it  learned  of  the 
Board’s  decision  and  arguments. 
Almost  200  students,  staff,  and 
faculty  attended  that  rally,  and  the 
Board  then  agreed  to  let  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  Task  Force  present 
their  case  at  the  Board’s  next 
meeting.  At  the  meeting,  the 
GHTF  presented  the  Board  with 
petitions  in  support  of  their  posi¬ 
tions  signed  by  more  than  1900 
YHP  members,  and  the  Board 
conceded. 

“It  was  clear  that  the  only 
reason  they  changed  their  policy 
was  that  they  were  embarassed  by 
the  ruckus  we’d  raised,”  said  one 
GHTF  member.  “Not  only  was 
the  Board’s  position  blatantly 
discriminatory  and  immoral,  given 
the  possible  consequences  of 


hepatitis  infection,  but  they  real¬ 
ized  that  we  had  persuaded  the  rest 
of  the  university  community  of 
this.” 

Members  of  the  GHTF  were  es¬ 
sentially  pleased  with  the  decision. 
“Charging  anything  for  the  vac¬ 
cine  continues  to  violate  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  preventive  medicine  and 
equal  access  to  health  care,”  said 
the  group  in  a  prepared  statement. 
“But  we’re  very  happy  that  they 
have  substantially  reduced  the 
cost,  and  hope  that  the  $35  charge 
will  not  prevent  anyone  who  needs 
the  vaccine  from  getting  it,  which 
was  our  goal.” 

Some  members  of  the  Task 
Force  saw  other  positive  results  of 
the  struggle.  “It  presented  the 
straight  community  with  a  con¬ 
crete  —  and  particularly  outrag¬ 
eous  —  example  of  the  sort  of 
discrimination  we  face,  and  it  rais¬ 
ed  consciousness  about  health 
issues  within  the  gay  community,” 
said  one  organizer.  “And  it  show¬ 
ed  everyone  that  it’s  possible  to 
organize  and  win.” 


that,  although  that  particular  pro¬ 
position  was  defeated  in  1978, 
legislation  similar  to  it  has  been 
enacted  in  Oklahoma.  Just  return¬ 
ing  from  a  trip  to  Tulsa  and  Okla¬ 
homa  City,  she  said,  “This  law 
was  unsuccessfully  challenged  on 
constitutional  grounds.  The  case  is 
now  on  appeal  before  the  Tenth 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals. 
Regardless  of  what  happens  with 
the  case,  this  law  has  a  general 
chilling  effect  on  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  in  that  state,  whether  they 
are  teachers  or  not. 

“I  appeared  on  television  in 
Tulsa.  Not  one  lesbian  or  gay  man 
would  appear  with  me.  No  one  felt 
safe  coming  out.  Laws  like  this 
discourage  criticism  and  make 
people  feel  afraid  to  speak  out,” 
she  continued. 

Calling  herself  a  “vocal 
homosexual”  Apuzzo  said  that  the 
Oklahoma  law,  the  Briggs  In¬ 
itiative  and  the  “gay  reputation” 
opinion  in  West  Virginia  (see 
GC/V,  Vol.  10,  No.  34),  are  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  dominant  culture’s 
response  to  gay  men  and  lesbians 
“demanding  to  be  part  of  the  pro¬ 
cess  that  controls  your  life.” 

Connecting  education’s  em¬ 
phasis  on  socialization  of  children 
and  the  attempt  to  purge  gays  and 
lesbians  from  teaching,  she  said, 
“Schools  are  so  busy  teaching 
children  to  be  little  [straight]  folks, 
kids  don’t  learn  to  read.” 

Apuzzo  said  she  wanted  to  men¬ 
tion  some  success  stories  and  talk¬ 
ed  about  the  existence  of  gay  and 
lesbian  student  groups.  She  said  it 
was  unfortunate  that  there  is  no 
national  organizing  effort  on 
behalf  of  student  groups,  but 
noted  that  they  were  doing  well  on 
their  own.  “The  courts  have  con¬ 
sistently  upheld  the  right  of  gay 
and  lesbian  student  groups  to  have 
access  to  school  recognition  and 
resources,”  but  she  also  noted  that 
groups  at  some  private  schools 
were  still  in  bureaucratic  limbo 
with  the  question  of  funding  at 
private  institutions  still  up  in  the 
air. 

Apuzzo  then  turned  to  the  con¬ 
troversy  surrounding  military  re¬ 


cruiters  on  campus.  She  said  that 
in  May  1982.  the  Judge  Advocate 
General  of  the  armed  forces  re¬ 
quested  that  law  schools  exempt 
the  military  from  anti-discrimina¬ 
tion  recruitment  guidelines.  With 
the  request  came  a  very  strong  hint 
that  defense  department  funding 
to  the  universities  would  be  used  as 
leverage  to  gain  the  school’s 
cooperation. 

“Lambda  Legal  Defense  Fund 
and  the  National  Gay  Task  Force 
responded  to  the  military  by  ask¬ 
ing  them  to  change  their  policy  of 
discrimination  against  gay  men 
and  lesbians,”  said  Apuzzo. 

The  military  has  not  changed 
their  policy  and  several  schools 
have  banned  recruiters  from  their 
campuses.  While  no  litigation  has 
yet  resulted  from  this  issue, 
Apuzzo  said  that  “the  important 
thing  is  that  gay  people  have  begun 
to  ask  this  question  about  the 
presence  of  military  recruiters.” 

Referring  to  the  more  general 
issue  of  homophobia,  she  said, 
“I’ve  debated  Falwell  and  a  half 
dozen  of  ‘them.’  They  don’t  want 
me  to  die,  they  just  want  me  to 
disappear!” 

“The  emergence  of  a  visible 
gay/lesbian  movement  challenges 
heterosexual  normative  models,” 
she  said. 

During  the  question  and  answer 
period,  she  was  asked  how  to  re¬ 
spond  to  accusations  of  gay 
teachers  molesting  students.  She 
said,  “Child  sexual  abuse  is  not  a 
homosexual  issue.  This  is  like  sub¬ 
ject/object  confusion.  When  they 
tell  you  often  enough  that  you’re 
dong  something,  you  start  out  by 
saying,  ‘I  didn’t  do  it!’” 

In  conclusion,  Apuzzo  said, 
“We  gay  people  are  making 
history.  The  heroes  and  heroines 
of  this  movement  are  the  names  of 
people  on  flyers  on  bulletin 
boards.  Now  that  we  have  some 
sense  of  our  power,  we  must  begin 
to  ask  a  crucial  question,  ‘What  is 
it  for?’  Will  gay  pride  become  gay 
power  become  gay  smug?  We  must 
be  about  the  generic  issue  of 
oppression.” 
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sane  &  reasonable 

Dear  GCN, 

I  subscribe  to  GCN  because  it  is  the  only 
reasonable  source  of  information  regarding  men 
having  relationships  with  boys.  Manny  Russo’s 
recent  letter  presented  much  of  the  reality  of 
man/boy  love.  To  those  who  have  never  had  the 
opportunity  to  talk  to  a  man  who  is  sexually  at¬ 
tracted  to  and  cares  for  young  boys,  open  up  your 
eyes,  open  up  your  mind  to  what  he  is  saying.  In 
most  of  these  relationships,  sex,  if  it  exists,  is  but 
one  of  many  activities,  like  in  most  human  rela¬ 
tionships. 

The  chill  that  exists  in  this  country  if  a  man 
even  looks  at  a  youngster  makes  me  totally  inac¬ 
tive  now.  While  this  is  frustrating,  depressing, 
and  often  makes  me  angry,  the  real  loss  is  by 
those  boys  who  are  in  need  and  who  could  greatly 
benefit  from  relating  to  a  caring  and  loving  man. 
There  is  no  evidence  that  a  caring  relationship 
between  a  man  and  a  boy  which  also  includes  sex 
is  harmful  to  the  boy.  In  fact,  there  is  recent 
evidence  to  the  contrary.  In  my  life,  I  have  had 
positive  relationships  with  boys,  the  great  majori¬ 
ty  of  which  have  not  involved  sex,  though  all  in¬ 
volved  affection.  I  often  wonder  where  the 
dividing  line  is. 

In  recent  years,  I  spend  my  vacations  and  sum¬ 
mers  in  foreign  lands,  which  have  a  sane  and 
reasonable  viewpoint  on  man/boy  relationships. 
I’m  frustrated  and  angry  in  not  being  able  to 
relate  to  and  help  youngsters  who  are  in  need  in 
the  country.  I  have  no  other  choice,  considering 
the  recent  harsh  sentences  given  to  men  who  had 
been  involved  with  boys,  regardless  of  whatever 
good  they  may  have  done  for  the  boys.  The  ig¬ 
norance  of  those  who  are  against  such  relation¬ 
ships  and  the  harm  they  do,  by  preventing  a  not 
insignificant  number  of  men  like  myself  from 
relating  to  boys  in  this  country,  is  a  burden  they 
must  bear. 

name  withheld  upon  request 

gay  youth  talks 
back 

Dear  GCN , 

If  Dr.  Emery  Hetrick’s  letter  gives  us  any  guide 
(GCN,  April  2),  the  Institute  for  the  Protection  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth,  Inc.  over  which  he 
presides  embraces  some  of  the  very  ideals  gay 
youth  most  need  protection  from. 

As  a  1 7-year-old  gay  person  ,1am  offended  and 
disturbed*  by  Hetrick’s  contentions.  While  he 
seems  to  understand  that  being  gay  and  young 
puts  one  on  a  collision  course  with  family,  school, 
and  community,  I  get  the  eerie  feeling  reading  his 
letter  that  “protection”  in  his  lexicon  means  hav¬ 
ing  us  accept  the  contraints  laid  down  by  parents 
and  teachers  as  we  “learn  how  to  manage”  our 
sexuality  on  their  terms.  Like  the  high  school  ad¬ 
ministrators  who  asked  me  to  leave  my  school  last 
Janaury  because  they  could  “no  longer  insure  my 
safety”  because  of  homophobic  classmates, 
Hetrick  seeks  to  alleviate  tensions  never  realizing 
that  they  uncover  a  more  basic  problem:  the  op¬ 
pression  inherent  in  the  system. 

The  Institute  seems  to  treat  gay  youth  with  all 
the  naive  condescension  with  which  Good 
Liberals  often  approach  black  people.  We  are 
presently  as  inherently  passive,  befuddled,  and 
needful  of  guidance  from  the  ‘experts’  who  can 
view  our  sexuality_in  supposedly  apolitical,  scien¬ 
tific  terms.  Gay  youth  don’t  need  protection;  we 
need  power.  The  exploitive  adults  are  not  boy 
lovers,  as  Hetrick  intimates,  but  those  who  deny 
young  people  economic  rights,  sexual  freedoms, 
and  alternatives  to  intolerable  family  structures. 
A  drive  to  improve  the  lot  of  gay  youth  must 
begin  here. 

Amazingly,  no  mention  is  made  of  securing  the 
right  of  young  lesbians  and  gays  to  even  have  sex. 
This  would  be  antithetical,  in  the  Institute’s  view, 
to  protecting  us.  Sex  is  divorced  from  its  human 
and  political  contexts,  then  distorted,  transform¬ 
ed  into  something  evil  and  manipulated  that  only 
adults  can  understand.  Hetrick  compartmen¬ 
talizes  people,  insisting  that  children  and  adults, 
homosexuals  and  pedophiles  are  essentially  dif¬ 
ferent,  hence,  incompatible.  Humanity  is  per¬ 
ceived  as  a  conglomeration  of  distinct  subspecies 
that  can  barely  communicate  with  each  other. 

FEATURES  EDITOR 

Gay  Community  News  is  look¬ 
ing  for  a  Features  Editor.  Pre¬ 
vious  experience  helpful.  Re¬ 
sponsible  for  soliciting  and 
editing  articles  and  book  re¬ 
views,  planning  special  supple¬ 
ments.  Commitment  to  femin¬ 
ism  and  social  change.  Chal¬ 
lenging  position  in  a  stimu¬ 
lating  environment.  Full-time. 

Low  salary,  good  benefits.  In¬ 
quiries  and  resumes  to:  Manag¬ 
ing  Editor,  GCN,  167  Tremont 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02111.  (617) 
426-4469. 


People  are  more  complex  than  that.  Among  the 
males  I  am  attracted  to  are  some  Hetrick  would 
consider  boys.  Will  I  therefore  be  transformed  on 
my  18th  birthday  from  a  gay  youth  in  need  of  pro¬ 
tection  to  an  enemy  of  gay  liberation.  I  decided  to 
have  sex  with  a  man  when  I  was  14.  Had  I  made 
the  same  decision  three  years  earlier,  would  the 
Institute,  in  its  condemnation  of  intergenera- 
tional  love,  have  labeled  me  a  ‘victim’?  The  last 
thing  gay  and  lesbian  youth  need  is  a  respectable 
group  of  would-be  protectors  who  cannot  con¬ 
nect  sexual  freedom  with  youth  liberation. 
Sincerely, 

Bill  Andriette 
Levittown,  NY 

king  of  comedy? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  warn  everyone  about  ■  ‘The  King 
of  Comedy,”  a  viciously  anti-  movie  now 

playing  around  the  country.  I  have  read  several 
glowing  reviews  of  this  movie  without  seeing  any 
mention  of  its  anti-Semitism  or  racism. 

Briefly,  the  movie  is  about  two  fans  who  kid¬ 
nap  a  TV  star,  “Jerry  Langford,”  (played  by 
Jerry  Lewis)  when  they  can’t  get  his  attention. 
“Rupert  Pupkin”  (Robert  DeNiro)  is  an  aspiring 
comic  who  wants  a  chance  at  stardom.  “Masha” 
(Sandra  Bernhardt)  is  a  young  woman  who  wants 
friendship  and  sex  from  the  star. 

It  is  never  stated  that  Rupert  and  Masha  are 
Jewish,  and  I  was  willing  to  give  them  the  benefit 
of  the  doubt  until  late  in  the  movie.  But,  Masha 
used  the  expression  “I  can’t  wait  until  Shavuous” 
and  Rupert  used  the  work  “schnuick.”  The  use  of 
these  words,  along  with  the  names,  mannerisms, 
and  stereotypes,  create  a  sufficient  implication 
that  the  characters  are  intended  to  be  seen  as 
Jewish.  The  director  never  suggests  otherwise,  so 
I  assume  he  wants  the  audience  to  think  this. 

Just  about  everything  in  “King  of  Comedy”  is 
anti-Semitic,  from  characterization  to  theme. 
Masha  embodies  just  about  every  anti-Semitic 
stereotype  about  Jewish  women.  She  is  so  rich 
and  spoiled  that  she  throws  money  around,  and 
savagely  destroys  the  valuable  objects  of  her  in¬ 
credible  mansion.  Her  interest  in  Jerry  is  sexual. 
She  attempts  to  rape  him  while  keeping  him  tied 
up  to  a  chair  at  gunpoint.  Rich,  oversexed,  and 
castrating:  this  is  a  1983  portrayal  of  a  Jewish 
woman  in  a  movie  being  taken  as  a  serious  social 
commentary  by  critics? 

Rupert  is  thoroughly  obnoxious,  pushy,  and 
ambitious  though  talentless.  He  lives  in  a  fantasy 
world  of  st  udy  without  action .  He  constantly  pro¬ 
vokes  his  own  public  humiliation,  as  if  he  has 
completely  internalized  his  victim  status.  He  is 
always  showing  his  emotions,  in  contrast  to  the 
Jerry  Lewis  character. 

Jerry  Lewis  plays  a  character  explicitly  based 
on  the  prototype  WASP,  Johnny  Carson.  He  is 
patient,  kind,  tolerant  and  shows  great  emotional 
restraint,  in  contrast  to  the  excesses  of  the  Jewish 
characters. 

The  movie’s  thente  is  how  the  Powerful  are  op¬ 
pressed  by  the  Powerless.  The  WASP,  Jerry,  is 
powerful  because  he  is  talented,  hard-working, 
and  nice.  Constantly  nipping  at  his  heels,  begging 
for  undeserved  recognition  and  attention,  are  the 
Jews.  The  WASP  is  superhumanly  patient,  but 
the  Jews  become  more  demanding,  and  finally 
turn  violent.  The  end  of  the  movie  implies  that  the 
Jews  are  going  to  get  what  they  want  by  their 
backhanded  methods. 

What  motivated  director  Martin  Scorsese  and 
writer  Paul  Zimmerman  to  make  these  characters 
Jewish?'  Jews  have  not  been  responsible  for  any 
recent  incidents  of  kidnapping  or  assasination  of 
public  figures.  There  was  no  need  for  these 
characters  to  be  Jewish  for  the  plot  to  make  sense. 
Since  there  is  no  historical  precendent  or  plot 
necessity  for  the  Jewish  characterizations,  1 
assume  they  are  intended  as  an  allegory  on 
Jewish-WASP  interactions.  There  was  also 
gratuitous  racism  directed  at  Oriental  and  black 
people  in  the  movie. 

“King  of  Comedy”  seemed  to  me  like  a  film 
that  would  have  been  made  by  Nazi  filmmakers 
during  Hitler’s  rise  to  power.  I  hope  that  it  will  be 
widely  boycotted  and  protested. 

Maida  Tilchen 
Boston,  MA 

cc:  Genesis  II,  Shmate,  Anti-Defamation  League 


Marketing  Director 

(formerly  Promotions  Manager) 
Responsible  for  designing  and  im¬ 
plementing  campaigns  to  increase 
GCN' s  subscription  and  newsstand 
sales.  Experience  in  marketing  helpful. 
Full-time.  Health  insurance  and  paid 
vacation.  Position  open  now,  starting 
date  flexible.  Resumes  and  inquiries  to: 
Cindy  Patton,  GCN  167  Tremont  St. 
5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111,  (617) 
426-4469. 


gay-identified 

bisexuals 

Dear  GCN: 

We  are  a  group  of  radical  gay-identified  bisex¬ 
ual  women  who  have  been  meeting  together  for 
almost  a  year.  At  the  risk  of  seeming  humorless, 
we  would  like  to  point  out  some  problems  with 
the  “bisexuality  insurance”  cartoon  which  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  April  Fool’s  issue  of  GCN. 

I)  The  joke  seems  to  be  directed  not  to  but 
against  bisexuals:  most  bisexuals  would  not  find 
it  particularly  funny  and  most  of  us  have  found  it 
hurtful.  When  we  add  to  this  our  past  experiences 
with  similar  incidentsand  thealmost  total  lack  of 
attention  given  to  bisexuals  in  GCN ,  we  can  only 
conclude  that  one  subtext  of  the  cartoon  is  that 
bisexuals  are  not  considered  part  of  the  gay  com¬ 
munity. 

The  fact  that  we  too  experience  homophobic 
discrimination  and  violence  in  our  lives  isn’t 
enough  for  some  people.  Lesbians  have  some¬ 
times  told  us  that  this  is  because  bisexuals  won’t 
commit  themselves  to  a  lesbian  lifestyle  or  to  les¬ 
bian  feminist  politics.  We  challenge  the  right  of 
anyone  to  set  these  requirements.  In  fact,  some  of 
us  are  active  and  committed  members  of  the 
“women’s  community.”  Others  find  the  so- 
called  lesbian  lifestyle  (is  there  really  just  one?) 
unattractive  or  disagree  with  lesbian  feminism. 
So  do  many  lesbians. 

We  insist  that  all  people  who  are  sexually  at¬ 
tracted  to  others  of  the  same  sex  are  gay.  All  other 
characteristics  are  secondary.  And  if  “gay”  is  us¬ 
ed  to  refer  only  to  those  who  have  consciously 
chosen  a  "gay  identity”  many  bisexuals  are  gay 
and  many  homosexuals  are  not. 

2)  The  cartoon  perpetuates  two  stereotypes  of  bi¬ 
sexuals  which  we  find  particularly  painful.  The 
first  is  that  we  are  really  “experimenting” 
heterosexuals.  In  face,  everyone  in  our  group 
strongly  identifies  as  bisexual  —  even  though  we 
range  from  being  primarily  attracted  to  women  to 
being  primarily  attracted  to  men  —  and  most  of 
us  have  done  so  for  years.  For  many  of  us  it  is  as 
much  “all  women,”  as  the  cartoon  puts  it,  as  it  is 
for  any  lesbian.  Obviously  the  real  problem  which 
some  lesbians  have  with  us  is  not  that  we  don’t 
love  women  but  that  we  haven’t  rejected  men. 

The  second  stereotype  is  that  we  are  more  lack¬ 
ing  in  compassion  when  we  end  relationships  than 
lesbians  are.  This  is  bullshit.  Sometimes  bisexuals 
do  leave  women  for  men.  We  also  leave  men  for 
women,  women  for  women,  and  men  for  men. 
But  we  don’t  leave  our  lovers  any  more  cruelly  or 
frequently  than  any  other  group.  All  too  often  we 
get  left  ourselves.  Some  of  us  are  incredibly 
monogamous  and  tenacious,  others  promiscuous 
and  restless.  And  sometimes  we  are  assholes,  just 
like  some  lesbians. 

3)  The  cartoon  is  not  only  directed  at  bisexuals. 
It  also  exemplifies  an  attitude  towards  women  in 
the  process  of  coming  out  which  is  all  too  com¬ 
mon:  if  you  don’t  know  exactly  what  you  feel  and 
want,  if  you’re  at  all  ambivalent,  if  you’re  not 
prepared  to  commit  yourself  totally  to  a  lesbian 
identity,  you  should  stay  in  the  closet  rather  than 
“experiment.”  This  attitude  keeps. some  women 
in  the  closet  their  whole  lives.  We  think  the  les¬ 
bian  community  should  encourage  any  woman 
who  thinks  she  might  be  gay  to  explore  those  feel¬ 
ings.  We  certainly  do.  This  doesn’t  mean  that  we 
don’t  fear  rejection  —  everyone  does.  Nor  do  we 
necessarily  feel  less  than  lesbians  the  particular 
pain  which  accompanies  being  left  for  a  man.  But 
we  recognize  that  this  pain  comes  from  our  op¬ 
pression.  We  owe  it  to  women  who  are  trying  to 
come  out  not  to  blame  them  for  it. 

All  the  members  of  our  group  identify  as  bisex¬ 
uals  not  because  we  are  clinging  to  “heterosexual 
privilege”  but  because  we  are  proud  to  affirm  the 
full  range  of  our  desires.  Bisexuals  do  exist.  The 
message  we  get  from  both  the  lesbian/gay  com¬ 
munity  and  the  straight  world  is  that  either  we 
don’t  exist  or  we  shouldn’t.  We  refuse  to  accept 
this  any  longer.  We  refuse  to  deny  ourselves  or  to 
be  silent  and  invisible. 

We  understand  that  years  of  pain  and  anger  on 
both  sides  of  the  barriers  which  separate  us  from 
homosexuals  cannot  be  wiped  out  with  a  few 
words.  We  also  realize  that  humor  might  be  a 
necessary  outlet  but  we  doubt  that  jokes  about 
“bisexuality  insurance”  will  help  to  dismantle 
those  barriers.  And  they  must  be  dismantled. 
Bisexuals  are  not  the  enemy:  the  enemy  is  institu¬ 
tionalized  heterosexuality.  And  we  must  unite 
against  it  if  our  movement  is  to  grow  stronger. 
The  BiVocals  (Doris,  Joanna,  Linda,  Lucinda, 
Lisa,  Marcia,  Megan,  Robyn) 

Cambridge,  MA 

Gay  Community  News  welcomes  let¬ 
ters  to  Community  Voices.  If  at  all 
possible,  your  letters  should  be  TYPED 
AND  DOUBLE  SPACED  and  kept  to 
three  pages  (or  less!)  in  length.  GCN 
publishes  all  the  letters  it  receives, 
unedited,  on  a  space-available  basis, 
unless  they  contain  personal  attacks. 
Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  publish¬ 
ed,  but  names  will  be  withheld  upon  re¬ 
quest.  Address  letters  to: 

Community  Voices,  Gay  Community 
News,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor, 
Boston,  MA  02111. 
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Community  Voices 


open  letter  to  the 
lesbian  and  gay 
community 

Dear  Sisters  and  Brothers, 

I  am  writing  this  letter  to  you  after  having  just 
experienced  one  of  the  countless  “small” 
devastations  of  racism  which  are  a  recurring  part 
of  my  daily  life. 

For  years  I  have  dreamed  of  quilts  and  quilt¬ 
making.  So  finally  I  decided  that  I  would  take  a 
course  I  found  a  teacher,  a  woman  who  sees  her 
quilting  as  art,  and  I  registered  for  a  workshop 
she  is  offering  in  her  studio  in  the  North  End.  (I 
should  stale  here  that  from  what  I  can  determine 
this  woman  is  not  a  feminist  and  is  not  a  part  of 
the  women’s  community.)  She  just  phoned  to  tell 
me  that  she  realized  after  getting  my  check  that 
she  couldn’t  have  me  come  to  her  studio  because 
her  landlords,  an  old  Italian  couple,  would  evict 
her  if  anyone  Black  came  to  her  door. 

■  I  am  still  reeling  from  this  experience.  When  I 
got  off  the  phone  I  realized  that  in  effect  I  had 
just  been  called  nigger,  been  treated  as  a  nigger 
once  again. 

I  am  writing  this  open  letter  as  a  reminder  to 
you  who  read  it  and  to  myself  of  the  profound  im¬ 
portance  of  continuing  to  struggle  against  racism. 

I  am  writing  because  words  ar  my  weapons. 

Listen. 

One  of  my  reactions  to  w  hat  just  happened  was 
that  I  should  move  away,  leave  this  place  that  I 
love,  to  live  where  the  boundaries  aren’t  so  tightly 
drawn.  But  this  is  my  home  and  you  are  my  com¬ 
munity. 

I  want  to  remind  you  that  racism  is  not  some 
arcane  phenomenon  experienced  by  people  of 
color  whom  you  don’t  know.  Racism  is 
everywhere  and  it  happens  to  me  and  to  other 
people  in  our  community,  every  day  that  comes. 

It  is  the  white,  male  creature  who  “solicited” 
me  a  block  from  my  apartment  a  couple  of  weeks 
ago.  It’s  the  venom  directed  at  me  by  a  white  store 
clerk  in  Central  Square  when  I  couldn’t  give  him 
anything  smaller  than  a  $20  bill.  It’s  the  fear  I  felt 
last  night  coming  home  from  a  party  in 
Somerville. 

If  I  am  to  live  here,  if  we  are  all  to  Jive,  the  fight 
against  racism  must  be  your  daily  struggle  —  as  it 
is  mine. 

I  am  writing  to  remind  us  all. 

Beverly  Smith 
Cambridge,  MA 


medical  students 

Dear  Friends, 

Well,  the  cover  the  your  April  Fool’s  issue  was 
a  little  crass  for  my  tastes,  but  I  loved  the  rest  of 
the  issue  —  I  found  myself  laughing  aloud  a 
number  of  times. 

Thanks  also  for  publishing  the  news  note  about 
the  American  Medical  Students  Association 
(AMSA)  convention.  Unfortunately,  the  note  did 
not  mention  several  resources  available  through 
AMSA.  These  are:  a  45-min  version  of  the 
documentary  “Word  is  Out”;  a  slide-tape  presen¬ 
tation  on  gay  and  lesbian  med  students  and  docs 
entitled  “Closets  are  Health  Hazards”;  the  leaflet 
“Taking  a  history  with  the  gay  patient  in  mind”; 
and  2  brand-new  pamphlets,  one  listing  all  na¬ 
tional  gay  health  organizations  and  the  other 
surveying  attitudes  toward  lesbian  and  gay 
students  at  US  medical  schools.  For  info  on  these 
resources,  contact  Chris  Kramer-Harnage, 
LGPIM  Staff  liaison,  AMSA  National  Office, 
1910  Association  Dr.,  Reston,  VA  2091. 

I’d  also  love  to  hear  from  other  lesbian  and  gay 
medical  students  in  the  New  England  area  —  our 
area  tends  to  be  under-represented  in  LGPIM  ac¬ 
tivities  (probably  because  there  are  so  many  other 
outlets  for  us,  at  least  those  of  us  around  Boston), 
but  it’s  a  great  resource.  I’m  hoping  to  put 
together  a  LGPIM  contingent  for  the  Gay  Pride 
March  —  look  for  a  notice  in  the  classifieds 
sometime  in  June. 

Beth  Cookson 
Worcester,  MA 


speakers  bureau 

Dear  Friends: 

A  belated  and  very  grateful  thank  you  for  the 
January  29  article  on  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Speakers  Bureau.  The  Bureau  is  always  open  to 
lesbians  and  gay  men  who  are  interested  in  pro¬ 
viding  a  unique  service  to  our  community;  that  of 
speaking  to  heterosexual  audiences  who  often 
have  power  over  our  lives. 

An  orientation  for  new  and  potential  members 
has  been  scheduled  for  April  24,  at  7:00pm  at  67 
Pleasant  Street.  If  you’ve  ever  thought  about 
"speaking  for  your  life,”  here’s  your  chance. 
Check  out  the  Bureau! 

As  the  Bureau  begins  its  twelfth  (!)  year,  we  are 
finding  that  fewer  and  fewer  audiences  have  the 
money  in  their  budgets  to  keep  the  Bureau  going. 
W e  need  your  help !  1  f  you  can  spare  $  1 ,  $5 ,  $  1 0  or 
$59,  it  would  be  a  terrific  support .  We  have  begun 
an  extensive  fundraising  effort  to  fund  a  Coor¬ 


dinator’s  position  and  it  seems  to  be  paying  off. 
We  are  thrilled  to  announce  recent  grants  from 
Resist  and  Hay  market  People's  Fund,  and  we  are 
continuing  to  seek  other  sources  of  funding.  It’s 
amazing  to  see  grantors  finally  funding  gay/les¬ 
bian  organizations;  their  generosity  is  certainly  a 
political  statement.  But  we  need  the  support  of 
the  lesbian  and  gay  communities  to  survive! 

Our  current  and  most  exciting  projects  include 
developing  a  Speakers  Manual  for  new  members 
and  a  Bureau  Manual  on  setting  up  a  bureau  —  in 
answer  to  all  those  requests  from  out-of-state  for 
help  in  creating  a  bureau.  The  Bureau  is  indeed 
growing  and  changing  and  still  managing  to  sur¬ 
vive,  in  spite  of  it  all. 

Again,  GCN  and  Will  James,  thanks  for  the 
article.  Will,  you  did  an  excellent  job  and  we  ap- 
preciatethe  support  of  GCN.  It’squitewonderful 
to  have,  as  part  of  our  community,  a  national 
paper  that  focuses  on  Boston. 

In  struggle  and  sweet  survival, 

Eileen  Hansen 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau 
PO  Box  2232 
Boston,  MA  02107 
617-354-0133 


denying  youth 

Dear  sisters  and  brothers. 

Despite  (perhaps  because  of)  the  inordinate 
length  of  Hugh  Murray’s  attack  on  NAMBLA 
(GCN,  Jan.  29),  he  is  no  closer  to  defining  an  age 
of  “informed  consent”  at  the  end  than  he  was  at 
the  start. 

I  suggest  this  is  because,  like  many  others  in¬ 
stinctively  repelled  by  the  thought  of  intergenera- 
tional  sex,  he’s  not  really  concerned  with  what 
younger  people  actually  feel  or  think.  It’s  his  in¬ 
stinct  after  all  —  and  not  theirs  —  which  runs  a 
million  miles  at  thought  of  sleeping  with  one  of 
his  pupils. 

As  a  teacher  he  claims  he  may  “even  have  had  a 
certain  kind  of  love”  for  1 1  year  olds.  (Ye  Gods! 
How  many  more  crimes  have  been  committed  in 
the  name  of  a  certain  kind  of  love,  than  of  non¬ 
violent  sex!) 

Of  course,  he  doesn’t  say  whether  those  1 1  year 
olds  were  ever  informed  about  his  own  motives  in 
teaching  them  —  possible  alternatives  to  his  kind 
of  “schooling,”  or  the  “hidden  program”  (viz  II- 
lich’s  Deschoolin g  Society)  behind  virtually  all 
western-style  education  —  before  “consenting" 
to  their  schooling.  Probably  he  isn’t  interested  in 
allowing  them  that  kind  of  consent;  it  would  in¬ 
terfere  with  his  avowed  task  of  evaluating  them. 

There  is  no  value-free  information  flow  in  any 
human  society  —  let  alone  towards  children.  So 
denying  youth  the  knowledge  that  men  and  boys 
can  enjoy  sex  with  each  other;  that  it  has  bettered 
understanding  of  their  needs  and  those  of  future 
partners  —  that’s  as  much  of  a  denial  of  educa¬ 
tion  as  it  would  be  to  /nsvsrthat  “all  kids  doit  with 
adults.” 

The  real  threat  to  the  fundamentalists  in  our 
society  —  whether  religious,  moral,  monetarist  or 
educational  —  is  that  their  minds  will  be  opened 
—  yes,  by  the  “rational  debate  and  discussion” 
ostensibly  espoused  by  Hugh  Murray  —  to 
awkward  realities.  For  this  reason,  many  men- 
loving  boys  are  allowed  to  get  on  with  their  rela¬ 
tionships  even  when  colleagues  and  neighbors 
suspect  what  they’re  up  to,  so  long  as  it’s  on  the 
quiet. 

But  just  let  non-pedophile  gay  men  or  lesbians 
fearlessly  examine  the  experiences  of  these  men 
and  boys,  face  up  to  their  own  childhood  desires, 
and  then  inform  younger  peole  in  their  care  that 
they  can’t  see  it’s  necessarily  wrong  .  .  .  that’s 
when  the  house  will  come  crashing  down! 

Before  that  point  is  reached,  however,  it  will 
probably  be  the  young  who  stand  up  and  tell  us, 
their  mentors,  that  we're  the  ones  who  aren’t  in¬ 
formed;  that  we’re  the  ones  who  are  screwing  up 
on  childhood. 

Until  then,  Hugh  Murray’s  version  of  “in¬ 
formed  consent”  will  remain  the  appropriated 
right  of  adults  to  inform  the  young  that  they  can¬ 
not  consent,  until  we  decide  that  they  are  as  con¬ 
fused,  mystified  and  powerless  as  we  are. 

Roger  Moody 
London,  England 


project  place 

Dear  GCN, 

I’m  writing  in  response  to  Eric  Rofes’  article 
"Suicides  and  Hotlines”  (3/19/83).  1  have  been 
involved  in  hotline  work  for  four  years  and  agree 
with  Mr.  Rofes  on  the  vital  role  they  play  as  a 
community  resource.  Hotlines  provide  an  in¬ 
valuable  service  often  otherwise  inac¬ 
cessible — free  and  immediate  help:  whether  in¬ 
formation,  a  referral,  a  listening  ear,  or 
someplace  to  turn  in  the  middle  of  a  crisis. 

However,  given  Mr.  Rofes’  long-standing 
familiarity  with  the  gay  and  progressive  com¬ 
munities,  I  was  surprised  and  disappointed  to 
find  no  mention  of  Project  PLACE  in  the  article. 
Since  1967,  we  have  been  known  in  the  Boston 
area  as  a  free  alternative  counseling  center.  As  is 


It  Feels  Good  to  sustain  GCN,  and  you  get  a  lot  back  from  us.  The 
pledge  form  below  gives  you  details,  and  artist  jennifer  Camper. gives 
you  some  points  of  comparison.  Sustaining  GCN  feels  as  good  as  .  .  . 


lust  ten  dollars  a  month  (or  thirty  a  quarter  or  $120  a  year)  that's  all  it  will  take  from  a 
hundred  or  so  people  to  make  GCN  TWENTY  PAGES  EVERY  WEEK.  We  know  not  all 
of  you  can  afford  a  yearly  or  quarterly  pledge,  so  send  us  a  smaller  amount  monthly. 
You  can  still  become  a  GCN  Sustainer.  Large  or  small,  every  contribution  helps! 


The  1983  Gay  Community  News  Sustainer  Program 
Your  pledge  (minimum  $120  per  year)  brings  you: 


•a  one  year  subscription  to  GCN 

•  the  quarterly  sustainer 
newsletter 

•  two  introductory  gift  subs  to 
give  to  your  boss,  relatives, 
ex-lovers,  or  friends 


•  a  special  invitation  to  the 
Second  Annual  Sustainer  Party 

•  and  the  good  feeling  that 
comes  with  building  a  better 
paper  and  a  stronger  community. 


□  I  want  to  feel  good!  Sign  me  on  as  a  GCN  Sustainer  for  the  next  12 
months. 

□  We/I  pledge  to  make  quarterly  payments  of: 

_ $30  ($1 20  annually)  _ $100  ($400  annually) 

_ $50  ($200  annually)  _ $ _ 

□  We/I  would  like  to  arrange  the  following  payment  plan  _ 


(The  minimum  pledge  is  $120  a  year) 

□  Enclosed  is  my  first  installment  of  $  _ 


Name* 


Address 


City _ State _ Zip _ 

•As  with  all  GCN  correspondence,  your  name  will  be  kepi  strictly  confidential  unless  you 
agree  otherwise.  May  we  publish  your  name  in  our  quarterly  newsletter?  i  J  Yes.  I J  No. 

Please  mail  coupon  and  payment  to:  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Fl„  Boston,  MA  02111. 


stated  in  our  application  form,  ‘.‘...we  believe 
that  the  problems  that  lead  individuals  to  seek 
help  often  bear  a  relationship  to  the  political  and 
economic  realities  of  the  times,  and  that  effective 
counseling  requires  consciousness  of  the  ways 
that  people,  particularly  poor  people,  members 
of  minority  groups  and  women,  are  discriminated 
against  and  oppressed  by  our  society.” 

Every  PLACE  hotline  volunteer  goes  through  a 
60-hour  training  which  covers  crisis  intervention 
and  counseling  skills  and  which  devotes  a  sizeable 
amount  of  time  to  dealing  with  oppression  and 
discrimination  as  a  context  for  many  of  the  calls 
we  receive.  PLACE  has  always  been  sensitive  to 
the  gay  community  (in  fact,  in  the  reprint  of  Vol 
\,tt\  of  the  Gay  Community  Newsletter,  found  in 
the  same  isue  as  Mr.  Rofes’  article  we  are  listed  in 
the  first  “Quick  Gay  Directory”),  and  particular 
attention  is  paid  to  gay  issues  and  to  the  problems 
of  living  and  working  in  a  heterosexist  and  homo- 
phobic  society. 

Besides  the  hotline,  PLACE  also  offers  face- 
to-face  counseling  (walk-in  or  by  appointment, 
short  or  long-term),  a  drop-in  center  for  the  city’s 
homeless,  and  a  speakers’  bureau  which  provides 
workshops  and  trainings  throughout  the  area  on 
such  topics  as  crisis  intervention,  sexuality 
substance  abuse,  domestic  abuse,  and  others.  All 
of  our  services  are  free  or  on  a  donation  basis, 
and  are  open  to  all  who  wish  to  make  use  of  them. 

Mr.  Rofes’  final  point  that  “. .  .hotline  volun¬ 
teers  and  staffers. .  .must  be  able  to  provide 
quality  treatment  to  depressed  and  suicidal  peo¬ 
ple  in  general  and  lesbians  and  gay  men  specifical¬ 
ly,”  and  “...provide  appropriate  referrals  to 
counselors  and  other  professionals  who  can  res¬ 
pond  in  a  helpful  way  to  desperate  gay  people” 
are  well  taken.  It  is  important  that  Mr.  Rofes  and 
the  rest  of  the  gay  community  realize  that  Project 
PLACE  has  been  doing  just  that  for  the  past  fif¬ 
teen  years. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Beth  Leventhal 
Hotline  Coordinator 
Project  PLACE 
Boston,  MA 


no  survival 
cohesion 

Dear  GCN  Prisoner  Project, 

Yes,  I  am  still  here  serving  the  first  of  22  con¬ 
secutive  life  sentences  for  having  had  sex  with  my 
13  year  old  acrobatics  partner  (of  the  former 
“Amazing  Monahans”  acrobatic  act).  Purely 
aside  from  the  sentence  (which  has  never  been 
equalled  in  Nevada,  even  in  the  case  of  mass 
torture-murderers),  these  particular  charges  were 
fabricated  to  gain  media  coverage  lor  a  judge  who 
at  the  time  was  running  for  Nevada  Supreme 
Court  Justice.  Our  relationship  had  nothing  to  do 
with  “assault,”  we  just  happened  to  beavailable, 
vulnerable,  and  expendable  for  political  grist. 

Nickie  and  I  were  professional  acrobats  with 
pending  US  and  European  contracts.  He  was 
brutalized  into  signing  a  statement  written  by  a 
juvenile  detective  and  his  mother  was  told  to  pro¬ 
duce  him  in  court  or  lose  both  of  her  gay  sons  as 
an  unfit  mother. 

I  would  have  a  chance  at  licking  this  rap  if  I 
could  get  a  pro  bono  lawyer  to  handle  one  of  the 
two  post-convicton  relief  avenues,  but  to  find 
help  in  this  remote  Mafia  and  Mormon  Mafia 
state  is  a  real  problem.  Appeals  to  gay  organiza¬ 
tions  have  seldom  elicited  even  a  courteous  reply. 
It  is  nearly  two  hundred  years  to  my  first  possible 
parole  hearing,  but  with  legal  help  it  could  be 
shortened  by  199.  1  now  after  almost  three  years 
have  all  my  documents  to  facilitate  my  release  and 
am  currently  hoping  for  a  reply  from  some  gay 
rights  organizations. 

Perhaps  you  can  understand  my  cynicism.  We 
gay  people  seem  to  be  our  own  worst  enemies 
sometimes.  We  are  sadly  lacking  in  loyalty  to  our 
own  or  in  any  semblance  of  survival  cohesion.  I 
am  grateful  for  your  interest. 

With  warmest  regards, 

Robert  Butler 
Box  607 

Carson  City,  NV  89701 


You  may  not  realize  it,  but  GCN  receives  only  a  small  percentage  on  newsstand  sales. 
Of  the  60‘  you  pay,  we  get  only  29';  the  distributor  and  newsstand  get  the  rest.  Because 
it  costs  GCN  about  50'  to  produce  each  copy,  we  lose  21'  on  each  newsstand  copy.  Why 
do  we  sell  on  the  stand?  To  attract  more  subscribers  through  increased  visibility,  and 
because  many  people  can’t  risk  receiving  GCN  in  the  mail.  So,  if  you  cart  subscribe, 
please  do:  it  is  your  subscription  dollars  that  support  GCN  most  directly  and  enable  us 
to  bring  you  the  news,  each  and  every  week. 


BOSTON-AREA 
GAY/LESBIAN 
BUSINESS  GUIDE 


WOMEN 


NEW  WORDS 
186  Hampshire  St., 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)876-5310 

WOMENCRAFTS,  INC., 
P.O.  Box  190, 

373  Commercial  St., 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 

CINEMA 


ART  CINEMA 
204  Tremont  St., 

Boston,  MA  02111 
(617)482-4661 

SOUTH  STATION 
CINEMA 

23  South  St.,  Boston,  MA 
(617)423-4340 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 


TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St., 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)661-0248 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
80  Boylston  St.#855, 
Boston,  MA  02111 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St., 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-7573 

INFORMATION/MEDIA 


XANADU  GRAPHICS 
143  Albany  St., 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

ACCOMMODATIONS 


OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Rd., 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-2262 

WATERSHIP  INN 
P.O.Box  918 
7  Winthrop  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-0094 

WOMEN’S  BARS 


THE  MARQUEE 
512  Mass  Ave 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
492-9545 

SOMEWHERE/ELSE 
295  Franklin  St. 

Boston  423-7730 

GYMS 


NEW  ENGLAND 
WOMEN’S  GYM 
46  Waltham  St. 

South  End,  Boston,  MA 

(617)451-3514 

and 

1261  Cambridge  St. 
Inman  Sq., 

Cambridge,  MA 
(as  of  April  1st) 

TRAVEL 


FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 
Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 


CHIROPRACTORS 


DR.  EDWARD  COHEN 
Brookline  Family 
Chiropractic  Office 
1330  Beacon  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-7744 


This  guide  provides  a  listing  of 
gay/lesbian  owned,  staffed,  or 
supportive  businesses  and  ser¬ 
vices.  To  have  your  business  or 
service  listed  (for  only  $30.00 
per  year)  call  426-4469. 
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Theater - 


The  Dan  White  Incident 

Coming  To  Grips 
Assassinations 


With  The 


Kevin  Reilly  portrays  Milk  and  Moscone  assassin  Dan  White,  and  Taylor  Gilbert 
plays  his  aide,  Denise  Apcar,  in  the  Illustrated  Stage  Company's  The  Dan  While 
Incident  playing  at  San  Francisco’s  People’s  Theatre. 


The  Dan  White  Incident  by  Sieve 
Dobbins.  A 1 1 he  People’s  Theater, 
Building  B. ,  Fort  Mason,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  through  April  24.  For  more 
information:  (415)  495-6566. 

By  Mark  McHarry 

The  Dan  White  Incident,  which 
premiered  March  29,  is  the  first  of 
a  number  of  works  by  San  Francis¬ 
cans  coming  to  grips  with  the  as¬ 
sassinations  five  years  ago  of  gay 
Supervisor  Harvey  Milk  and  liber¬ 
al  mayor  George  Moscone  by  con¬ 
servative  former  Supervisor  Dan 
White. 

Others  include  a  novel  by  Daniel 
Curzon,  From  Violent  Men,  to  be 
published  in  May  by  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Gay  News  Agency;  a  screen¬ 
play  by  Randy  Shilts  (he  also  au¬ 
thored  a  biography  of  Harvey 
Milk,  The  Mayor  of  Castro 
Street );  and  a  non-violent  fiction 
narrative.  Double  Play:  The  Kill¬ 
ings  at  San  Francisco  City  Hall,  by 
Michael  Weise,  to  be  published  in 
November  by  Addison-Wesley. 
Another  play,  Emily  Mann’s  Exe¬ 
cution  of  Justice ,  is  scheduled  to 
open  June  23  at  the  Eureka  Thea¬ 
ter  in  San  Francisco  and  a  third. 
Oh  Danny  Boy,  by  Art  Beirman,  is 
under  consideration  by  the  Julian 
Theater.  With  only  nine  months 
until  White’s  release  from  Soledad 
prison,  the  city  is  beginning  to  pull 
back  the  bandages  from  the  brutal 
events  and  look  at  how — or  if — its 
wound  has  healed. 

That  it  hasn’t  healed  completely 
became  apparent  a  few  days  be¬ 
fore  the  play’s  opening,  when  writ¬ 
er-director  Steve  Dobbins  received 
a  visit  from  a  group  of  attorneys. 
They  threatened  an  injunction  to 
close  the  production  unless  he  cut 
certain  lines  critical  of  city  of¬ 
ficials.  The  visit  capped  a  six- 


month  long  series  of  threats — both 
of  legal  action  and  of  physical 
harm — by  people  who  prefer  that 
the  Dan  White  incident  best  be 
forgotten. 

The  play  is  structured  somewhat 
like  a  mystery,  with  the  “whodun¬ 
it”  being  not,  of  course,  who  com¬ 
mitted  the  murders  but  why  the 
man  who  did — using  what  came  to 
be  called  the  “Twinkie  defense” 
of  diminished  capacity  brought  on 
by  chronic  depression,  stress,  and 
an  over-ingestion  of  cupcakes  and 
Twinkies — was  able  to  get  off  with 
a  conviction  of  voluntary  man¬ 
slaughter  and  a  seven-year  prison 
sentence  (five  years  with  good  be¬ 
havior).  As  one  of  the  play’s  char¬ 
acters  points  out,  Dan  White  ac¬ 
complished  with  his  gun  what  he 
couldn’t  in  office:  he  irrevocably 
altered  the  course  of  San  Francisco 
history,  assuring  the  installation  of 
less-progressive  forces  at  City 
Hall.  As  assassinations  go,  Dan 
White’s  was  brilliantly  successful. 

The  action  jumps  back  and  forth 
in  time,  taking  us  from  1975,  when 
White  was  still  a  San  Francisco 
police  officer  with  the  idea  of  run¬ 
ning  for  supervisor  only  a  dream, 
to  his  sentencing  in  July,  1979. 

The  play  could  have  had  a  dra¬ 
matic  conclusion,  ending  with  the 
beginning  of  the  “White  night 
riots,”  when  gays,  enraged  by  the 
verdict,  went  on  a  rampage  at  City 
Hall.  Instead,  the  play  peters  out 
blandly,  with  White’s  campaign 
manager  introducing  the  would-be 
supervisor.  The  ending  is  charac¬ 


teristic  of  the  entire  work;  many 
rather  dull  moments  are  stitched 
into  a  patchwork  quilt  whose  pat¬ 
tern  never  becomes  clear. 

In  part  this  may  be  due  to  the 
author’s  self-styled  “docudrama” 
approach.  Dobbins  spent  three 
years  in  research,  using  public  doc¬ 
uments  and  talking  with  acquaint¬ 
ances  of  White,  Moscone  and 
Milk.  To  ensure  accuracy,  Dob¬ 
bins  tells  us  in  the  program  notes, 
“confidences  and  data  were  con¬ 
firmed  by  at  least  three  sources  on 
all  accounts.  Alterations  in  dia¬ 
logue  are  only  for  the  purpose  of 
dramatic  structure.” 

The  research  and  the  emphasis 
on  accuracy  are  commendable. 
They  make  the  play  a  good  in¬ 
troduction  to  the  assassinations 
and  to  San  Francisco  politics.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  they  don’t  make  for 
good  theater.  What  should  be  a 
series  of  highly  charged  emotional 
events  are  instead  rendered  curi¬ 
ously  bloodless. 

Other  factors  may  account  for 
the  lack  of  dramatic  edge.  Much, 
perhaps  too  much,  of  the  play  is 


set  at  White’s  trial,  with  the  actors 
limited  to  reading  lines  from  the 
trial’s  transcript. 

Dan  White’s  character  itself 
(ably  portrayed  by  Kevin  Reilly) 
also  presents  a  problem.  Described 
by  a  sheriff’s  deputy  as  a  rigid, 
unemotional  man,  the  White  we 
see  is  mostly  as  the  defendant  on 
trial:  sitting  head  down,  unmov¬ 
ing,  mute.  Moreover,  we  learn  lit¬ 
tle  of  White’s  present  or  past  that 
could  give  us  clues  as  to  why  he 
took  such  extreme  action.  To  be 
sure,  such  background  descends 
into  rank  speculation,  and  is  per¬ 
haps  out  of  the  “docudrama” 
realm,  but  nonetheless,  intelligent¬ 
ly  handled,  it  would  have  been  wel¬ 
come.  As  it  is,  we’re  left  with 
Milk’s  comment  of  White  as  a 
“closet  case,”  his  wife  and  sister’s 
descriptions  of  his  depressions 
and  a  friend’s  testimony  of  how  he 
wanted  to  run  away  from  his  prob¬ 
lems — unsatisfying  surface  details. 

The  play  contains  a  few  compel¬ 
ling  moments.  One  is  the  shooting 
of  Moscone,  where  White  and  the 
Continued  on  page  10 


FOREX 

TRAVEL 

Phone  482-2900 
76  Arlington  St. 
at  Boston  Park  Plaza 


Weekdays  9-6 
Saturday  10-2:30 


lone  Week  WINDJAMMERl 

!  GAYI  Cruises  1 

From  $425.00 

plus  air 

Bahamas 

5/31 

West  Indies _ 

8/30 

Bahamas 

10/1 

Virgins 

_  12/20 

ROME  from  $559.00 
Round  trip 

MUNICH  from  $284.50 
One  way 

ATHENS  from  $559.00 
Round  trip 


LONDON  ONE  WAY 
FROM  $179.50 
PARIS  ONE  WAY 
FROM  $249.50 


ALL  AIRLINES 
LOWEST  PRICES 
NO  SERVICE  CHG. 

SERVING  THE  BOSTON 
COMMUNITY  SINCE  1964 


Boston’s  Friendliest  end 
Economy  Minded  Agency 


Plumbing! 

&  healing 


Save  this  Ad  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  onlv 

LESTER'S  T.Y. 

TV-Radio-Phones-Hifi-Color 

Expert  Repair  H  V  L  Stereo  -  at  lowest 
►rices  ANYWHERE*  Outside  ontenna  instollo 
ion  o  specialty  Moss  Tech  Lie  981 

Old  fashioned  service  of  on  honest  price1 

t  ree  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  RIVER!  ST.,  BEACON  HIU 
Boston  Tol.  523-2187 


EARN  LUNCH  MONEY 
SEND  YOUR  LOVER 
TO  PARIS 


“A  complete  printing  service” 

Booklets  Stationary  Brochures  Resumes 
Invitations  Business  Cards  Leaflets  etc.*. 


Copy  Cellar  Copy  Cellar  Copy  Cellar 


55  BROAD  STREET,  BOSTON  16171 542  -  8280/825-6700 


»/f 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


45  Williams  Street 
Wellesley.  Moss.  02181 
235-8500 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 
E.  Orleans.  Mass.  02643 
255-2600 


Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


GCN  is  looking  for  respon 
sible  men  and  women  to 
join  our  staff  as  advertis¬ 
ing  representatives.  And 
you  don’t  even  have  to 
dress  up.  Call  Hershey  at 
426-4469  today. 


•  little  bear 

&  company 

“we  work  like  women ” 

Women-owned/ women-run 
painting/  plastering 
wallpaper  stripping 

666-2778 


New  Contemporary  4  bed¬ 
room  home  overlooking  14 
acre  deer  park.  Light-filled, 
spacious  with  spectacular 
view.  Chestnut  Hill,  MA. 
high  200's. 

259-0322 
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Ashes,  Ashes  We  All  Fall  Down 

Feminist  Theater  Takes  On  Nuclear  Threat 


By  Loie  Hayes 

If  you  want  to  learn  about  the 
fight  against  the  threat  of  nuclear 
annihilation  but  you’re  afraid 
you’ll  get  too  depressed,  do  your¬ 
self  a  favor  —  go  see  Ashes,  Ashes, 
We  AH  Fall  Down,  a  play  by  At  the 
Foot  of  the  Mountain,  a  highly  ac¬ 
claimed  collective  feminist  theater 
company  based  in  Minneapolis. 

The  theater  collective  sees  the 
play  as  education  and  healing  in 
preparation  for  activism.  They 
state  in  their  Fall  '82  newsletter, 
“Our  goal  in  Ashes  is,  to  use  Helen 
Caldicott’s  phrase,  ‘swim  that 
river  of  emotion’  with  the  au¬ 
dience  —  through  the  shock, 
through  the  denial,  through  the 
depression,  into  the  anger  —  and 
to  climb  out,  together,  onto  the 
bank  of  constructive  action.”  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Terri  Zeigler,  touring 
and  publicity  coordinator  for  the 
theater,  the  play’s  success  can  be 
measured  by  the  large  number  of 
people  who  have  seen  the  play  in 
the  Minneapolis  area  and  have 
gone  on  to  join  local  activist 
groups. 

The  action  of  the  play  is  cen¬ 
tered  in  two  overlapping  arenas:  in 
the  foreground,  a  family  coming 
to  terms  with  the  mother’s  ter¬ 
minal  sickness,  and  off-center,  a 
series  of  ghostly  hallucinations 
that  only  the  mother  and  the  au¬ 
dience  can  see.  The  play’s  central 
characters  are  Miriam,  the  mother 
who  is  fighting  cancer,  her  sister- 
in-law,  Birdie,  who  wants  to  deny 
everything  unpleasant,  her  two 
daughters:  Petra,  the  professional, 
and  Shiela,  the  punk,  and 
Miriam’s  doctor.  But  Miriam’s 
cancer  is  only  a  metaphor  for  the 
nuclear  cancer  overshadowing  all 
our  lives. 

Through  the  hallucinations  a 
parallel  is  drawn  between 
Miriam’s  impending  death  and  the 


deaths  that  resulted  from  the 
Plague  of  the  Middle  Ages,  the 
bombing  of  Hiroshima,  and  the 
Nazi  extermination  camps.  A 
figure  of  Albert  Einstein  provides 
a  kind  of  Greek  chorus  guiding 
Miriam  and  us  as  we  struggle  with 
the  awesome  possibility  of  nuclear 
warfare. 

Humor  is  used  to  reveal  the 
moral  bankruptcy  of  the  war  pro¬ 
fiteers  and  their  lackeys.  Satirical 
scenes  show  business  men  playing 
monopoly  with  MX  missies  and 
Trident  Subs,  generals  arguing  the 
merits  of  Mutual  Assured  Destruc¬ 
tion  (MAD)  and  Nuclear  Utiliza¬ 
tion  Theory  (NUT),  and  diplomats 
and  technicians  jerking  off  while 
monitoring  a  boring  control  panel. 
Toni  A.H.  McNaron  writes  in  her 
off  our  backs  review  of  Ashes, 
“Neither  burlegsuing  nor  exag¬ 
gerating,  these  women  mime  such 
men  to  perfection,  revealing  the 
essential  'sham  and  tawdriness 
behind  their  badges,  cigars,  guns, 
and  pin-striped  suits  ....  One  of 
the  most  feminist  aspects  of  this 
intense  evening  .  .  .” 

At  the  Foot  of  the  Mountain  is 
an  all-woman,  explicitly  feminist 
collective.  In  their  seven  year 
history  the  company  has  written 
and  produced  plays  which  have 
dealt  with  a  large  range  of  issues, 
from  marriage,  rape  and  prostitu¬ 
tion  to  drug  addiction,  religion 
and  spirituality  and  lesbianism. 
The  next  play,  which  will  open  in 
August,  traces  the  story  of  An¬ 
tigone,  who  broke  the  king’s  law 
to  follow  the  imperitive  of  her  own 
conscience.  It  will  include  charact¬ 
ers  such  as  Elizabeth  Gurley 
Flynn,  Emma  Goldman  and 
Dorothy  Day,  as  well  as  more  re¬ 
cent  feminist  manifestations  of 
civil  disobedience. 

In  addition  to  the  more  formal 


Members  of  At  the  Foot  of  the  Moutain  Theater  portray  their  characters  from 
Ashes,  Ashes  We  All  Fall  Down  during  a  protest  at  the  Honeywell  Corporation’s 
Board  of  Directors  meeting  in  Minneapolis.  From  left  to  right:  Melissa  Stoudt, 
Laurie  Witowski,  Erica  Tismer,  Chris  Cinque,  and  Jan  Magrane.  Not  pictured: 
Esther  Oray  and  Randa  Downs.  Ashes  will  be  performed  Monday  and  Tuesday 
at  the  Strand  Theater,  Dorchester. 


theater  productions,  the  collective 
has  developed  a  dramatic 
“rituals”  for  various  political 
events  and  issues  including  the 
failure  of  the  ERA,  a  Minneapolis 
Take  Back  Our  Lives  demonstra¬ 
tion,  reproductive  rights  and  bat¬ 
tered  women.  They  have  also  or- 


“THE”  ANTIQUE 
MARKETPLACE  of  BOSTON 

105  South  St. 

14  Dealers  «Under  New  Mgmt. 

1  ‘ Something  For  Everyone'1 
Behind  Essex  Hotel  at  So.  Sta. 
Open  daily  11-6  info.  338-7298 


Phototypesetting 


XANADU 

GRAPHICS 


•  Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  disk  memory 

•  Layout  and  Design  Service  and  Consultation 

•  Camera  Ready  Mechanical 

1 43  Albany  Street,  Cambridge  661-6975 


TILE 


CARPET 


J  &  D  FLOORING  CO. 

SALES  -  INSTALLATIONS 


LINOLEUM 


(617)  825-5340 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 

SO.  STATION  423-4340 


•gJrSp 


280-ZX 
TURBO  2+2 


-  DIRECT  FROM  NEW  YORK 
SCORPIO  RISING 
L.A.  PLAYS  ITSELF 
PASSING  STRANGERS 


SEX  TOOL 
SAVAGE  RIDERS 
JOCKS 


Decide 


Boston  s  Best  All  Mute  Show! 

PARTNERS 

THE  GAY  DATING  SERVICE 


Calize<^  ^'-leftdoor 


dling 


IS 

and 

remind- 
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ganized  a  series  of  drama-and-dis- 
cussions  called  Differences  which 
has  provided  the  space  and  struc¬ 
ture  for  women  to  talk  about  ex¬ 
periences  and  choices  that  often 
divide  us:  race,  class,  age  and  sex¬ 


ual  orientation,  among  others. 

In  producing  Ashes  At  the  Foot 
of  the  Mountain  joins  the  many 
feminists  and  gays  who  are  be¬ 
coming  active  in  the  peace  with 
justice  movement.  The  peace 
movement  has  been  quick  to  use 
the  anti-feminist  stereotype  of 
women  as  mothers  who  will  self¬ 
lessly  clean  up  after  the  boys  and 
their  biologically  determined 
messy  habits.  Feminists  in  the 
peace  movement  have  had  to 
struggle  against  this  sexist  stereo¬ 
type,  in  particular,  and  for  the  in¬ 
clusion  of  a  feminist  perspective 
within  the  overall  agenda  of  the 
peace  movement.  Ashes  doesn’t 
shy  away  from  this  dilemma. 

At  first  Miriam  relies  on  the 
mother  stereotypes  to  exclude 
herself  from  responsibility  in  the 
anti-nuke  fight.  In  a  speech  to  God 
she  says,  “The  bomb?  ...  I  was 
too  busy  taking  care  of  the  kids 
and  cooking  rice  and  matzoh  balls. 
It  was  the  guys  who  built  the 
bombs  ....  What?  No!  I  am  not 
in  the  same  boat  as  them!”  By  the 
end  of  the  play  she  no  longer  sees 
her  power  limited  to  the  domestic 
sphere.  She  knows  that  women 
Continued  on  page  10 
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home.  By  going  to  college  I  crossed  some  class  boun¬ 
daries.  I  felt  a  lot  of  alienation  with  my  family  over 
the  issue  of  education.  Although  they  were  encourag¬ 
ing  of  it,  you  can  never  quite  go  back  home. 
Feminism  and  lesbian-feminism  really  brought  me 
home  in  a  different  kind  of  way. 

1  felt  real  positive,  and  then  for  a  short  period  of 
time  it  seemed  exhilarating  to  me  when  women  were 
writing  about  lesbian-feminist  lives.  I  was  real 
satisfied  by  that  but  soon  I  began  to  feel  those 
characters  were  predominantly  white  middle  class, 
and  that  while  class  was  being  included  in  a  litany  of 
oppressions,  there  was  some  level  on  which  it  didn’t 
seem  to  really  mean  anything.  At  least  1  needed  a 
deeper  exploration.  A  lot  of  the  literature  being  writ¬ 
ten  by  white  women  that  1  was  reading  was  not  mak¬ 
ing  me  feel  at  home.  I  was  not  feeling  as  if  it  were 
really  okay  (i.e.  valuable  to  others)  to  talk  about 
where  I  came  from  or  to  include  my  background.  I 
think  that  was  my  original  motive  for  starting  with 
Folly  and  Martha. 

When  I  started  writing  the  book,  1  would  go  half  to 
sleep,  and  get  in  sort  of  a  trance,  and  then  I  would 
hear  these  voices  talking  out  on  this  porch.  It  was  like 
they  were  very  far  away  and  I’d  have  to  go  through 
this  long  tunnel  to  get  to  them.  Then  I  would  just 
listen  very  hard,  and  try  to  capture  something,  and  I 
would  write  it  down,  and  go  back  to  sleep.  It  would 
happen  again  and  it  was  like  this  ridiculous  process 
where  the  voices  were  very  far  away  at  first.  Part  of 
me  kept  thinking,  “Maybe  you  should  trust  it 
because  it’s  like  a  gift”  and  another  part  of  me  would 
say,  “No,  don’t  trust  it,  because  it’s  too  far  away  and 
you  don’t  really  know  about  these  people.”  I  felt  as 
if  these  were  people  that  I  didn’t  know  who  were 
talking  to  me,  and  I  know  that  I  felt  that  way  because 
of  the  extent  to  which  I  had  become  alienated  from 
my  own  working  class  background  —  from  the  peo¬ 
ple  I  had  grown  up  with.  Finally,  I  started  to 
recognize  that  those  were  people  that  I  knew,  that 
they  were  people  that  came  right  out  of  my  childhood 
.  .  .  my  next  door  neighbors  and  people  down  the 
street,  the  woman  who  was  the  A&P  butcher  in  my 
town. 

Once  I  started  to  really  recognize  that  and  to 
realize  that  they  were  probably  people  I  had  been 
taught  to  be  ashamed  of  on  some  level,  I  got  a  whole 
lot  closer  to  them,  and  I  didn’t  have  to  go  through 
the  trance-like  process  to  hear  them.  They  came 
closer  to  me.  Through  the  process  of  those  years  of 
writing  and  working  with  those  characters,  I  came 
much  closer  back  to  understanding  how  deeply 
alienation  is  built  in  to  the  process  of  crossing  class 
boundaries.  People  who  have  crossed  those  boun¬ 
daries  are  discouraged  from  ever  looking  back,  from 
being  willing  to  identify  with  their  oppression  on  a 
class  basis.  I  think  the  impetus  is  very  strong  for  peo¬ 
ple  to  get  whatever  access  they  can  [to  the  middle 
class]  and  then  to  only  identify  with  the  levels  on 
which  they’ve  gained  privilege  —  not  on  the  ways 
they  have  been  oppressed.  That  holds  us  back  from 
developing  a  stronger  class  movement,  because  some 
of  the  very  people  who  would  be  important  in 
developing  that  movement  are  busy  saying,  “Well, 
you  know,  I  was  there,  but  I’ve  got  this  privilege 
now.”  Some  people  express  that  to  me.  It  comes  out 
in  the  form  of,  “Well,  you  know,  you  really 
shouldn’t  be  writing  about  these  women,  because 
that’s  not  who  you  are  now.”  The  fact  is,  if  I  accept 
this  prohibition  from  identifying  with  the  ways  in 
which  I  connect  with  that  oppression,  then  that  just 
furthers  the  absence  of  that  literature,  which  furthers 
the  erasure  of  working  class  folks  in  general. 

Nancy:  That  was  part  of  what  I  liked  about  Folly. 
So  many  lesbian  novels  are  about  professional  people 
where  money  just  isn’t  a  problem.  They  all  seem  to 
live  in  nice  houses  or  apartments.  It  isn’t  very 
realistic. 

Maureen:  Often,  they  have  nice  houses,  or  nice 
apartments  and  you  don’t  even  know  how  they  got 
them,  or  what  kind  of  work  they  do.  This  is  not  true 
of  the  literature  of  women  of  color,  which  I  find 
much  more  grounded  in  economic  reality. 

Nancy:  Do  you  want  to  say  anything  else  about 
how  the  women’s  movement  or  the  gay  movement 
deals  with  class? 

Maureen:  One  of  the  things  I  notice  about  the  way 
our  movements  have  dealt  with  class  is  to  not  pay 
much  attention  to  history,  to  not  understand  very 
much  about  working  women’s  history. 


I  met  a  woman  who  was  a  factory  worker  at  18  and 
at  21  she  became  an  organizer,  and  now  she’s  about 
66.  She’s  just  furious  because  women  have  not  no¬ 
ticed  that  her  women  workers’  organizations  took  up 
the  same  issues  in  the  '30s  that  need  to  be  taken  up 
today.  She  feels  as  if  when  she  comes  in  contact  with 
young  feminists  that  they’re  starting  completely  from 
scratch,  as  if  there’s  nothing  to  start  from.  She’s 
started  teaching  courses  in  women’s  labor  history. 
Working  women’s  history  has  been  on  the  fringe  —  it 
has  been  a  part  of  academic  feminism  but  it’s  been 
held  on  the  fringe  of  significance,  and  that’s  a  sort  of 
classism.  I’m  thinking  about  writing  the  stories  of 
some  of  those  women,  fictionalizing  but  being  true  to 
the  history  as  a  way  of  bringing  up  some  of  this 
material.  The  film  Rosie  the  Riveter  helps  a  lot,  too. 

I  feel  that  class  hasn’t  really  exploded  as  an  issue 
yet  in  our  movement,  even  though  I  know  it’s  been 
around  for  a  long  time.  It’s  been  talked  about,  and  I 
know  that  there  are  groups  that  do  deal  with  it  more 
seriously,  but  maybe  we’re  getting  ready  to  approach 
it  more  now  because  of  Reaganomics.  Because 
money  is  so  clearly  coming  down  as  one  of  the 
powerful  forces  for  dividing,  for  disturbing  the  hell 
out  of  everybody.  I  feel  a  whole  lot  of  the  divisive¬ 
ness  and  polarization  that  has  gone  on  in  the  past 
couple  of  years  seems  to  be  caused  by  nobody  having 
enough,  by  the  ways  in  which  money  is  being  drained 
out  of  certain  places  and  funneled  into  others  (such 
as  the  military)  —  how  the  psychological  effect  of 
that  plus  the  way  it  works  on  your  pocketbook  is  to 
clutch:  “let  me  hold  onto  whatever  I  have.”  That 
stimulates  a  lot  of  lateral  hostility.  I  don’t  want  to 
diminish  any  of  the  real  issues  that  are  being  discuss¬ 
ed,  but  I  think  that  drain  of  money  is  a  real  pro¬ 
voking  point. 

Nancy:  That  it  is  pushing  people  to  turn  their  anger 
inward? 

Maureen:  Yes. 

Nancy:  People  don’t  have  a  sense  of  the  way  racism 
is  institutionalized.  Some  of  it  is  personal,  but  there’s 
a  lack  of  focus  on  institutionalized  racism.  It’s  the 
same  with  class  oppression.  This  country  is  just  not 
very  class  conscious.  England  is  a  much  more  class 
conscious  society,  and  therefore  the  women’s  move¬ 
ment,  the  left,  the  unions  are  also  more. class  con¬ 
scious  there.  Here  it  all  gets  relegated  to  how  people 
treat  each  other  —  and  the  attitudes  they  have. 
That’s  important,  but  it’s  only  a  symptom  of  the 
problems  of  this  society. 

I’ve  been  focused  lately  on  how  the  women's 
movement  deals  with  racism.  Boston  is  such  a  white 
city.  I  feel  like  we  are  paralyzed  right  now  on  how  to 


break  through  some  of  the  racial  tension  and  move 
forward.  It’s  probably  equally  problematic  in  other 
cities. 

Maureen:  I  feel  it  gets  compressed  even  further  by 
Reaganomics.  The  current  administration  is  affirm¬ 
ing  racism  in  a  more  blatant  form  than  what  we  have 
experienced  in  recent  years.  This  makes  us  all  more 
tense  —  and  defensive  of  our  individual  selves.  So  on 
the  one-to-one  level  it’s  harder  to  work  things 
through  —  because  of  less  security  for  each  of  us.  We 
are  living  with  a  lot  of  fear. 

Nancy:  Why  did  you  chose  to  set  Folly  in  the 
South? 

Maureen:  I  had  my  adolescence  in  the  South.  I 
wanted  to  deal  with  racism,  and  I  felt  like  I  knew  that 
experience.  .  .more  from  the  South  than  the  North. 
Another  reason  was  I  wanted  to  deal  with  creating 
Southern  women  who  are  not  dodos.  I  think  there  are 
a  lot  of  stereotypes  of  Southern  women  which  erases 
them  as  real  people.  My  experience  of  them  was  as 
real  women.  I  wanted  to  contribute  to  that  literature 
which  destroys  those  kinds  of  stereotypes.  That  was  a 
way  of  affirming  my  own  life  —  insofar  as  I  had 
spent  14  years  living  in  the  South. 

I  wanted  to  set  the  book  in  North  Carolina  because 
that  is  one  of  the  states  where  some  of  the  major 
focus  of  the  labor  struggle  is  going  on.  Once  I  had 
chosen  to  set  it  in  North  Carolina,  I  realized  that  1 
couldn’t  have  a  white  group  of  women  working  there 
without  also  having  black  women,  or  I  would  be  eras¬ 
ing  black  characters  in  a  way  that  a  lot  of  other 
literature  has  erased  black  characters,  and  also  in  a 
way  that  a  lot  of  white  literature  has  erased  working 
class  people. 

Having  taken  on  some  black  characters,  I  was  then 
confronted  with  a  whole  range  of  problems:  what  do 
you  know  about  a  black  person’s  perspective?  How 
can  you  say  what  you  know,  if  you  know  it?  Is  it 
presumptuous  for  a  white  woman  to  assume  that  she 
can  speak  from  a  black  woman’s  point  of  view?  That 
generated  a  lot  of  anxiety  and  concern  in  me.  One  of 
the  approaches  I  took  was  to  say:  well,  I  will  try  to 
solve  this  by  only  creating  the  black  characters 
through  their  actions  and  their  words.  I  conceived  of 
presenting  them  in  a  fully  rounded  way,  but  doing 
that  without  going  inside  them. 

When  I  had  written  a  draft  in  that  way,  1  could  see 
that  even  if  my  intent  had  not  been  racist,  the  effect 
was  racist  because  I  was  writing  from  the  third  per¬ 
son  omniscient  point  of  view.  This  meant  1  was  able 
to  go  in  and  out  of  the  consciousness  of  different 
characters.  While  I  was  going  in  and  out  of  the  con¬ 
sciousness  of  most  of  the  substantially  featured  white 
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Maureen  Brady  is  the  author  of  Give  Me  Your 
Good  Ear ,  published  in  1979  by  Spinsters, 
Ink  and  The  Women’s  Press,  London  and 
Folly  published  in  1982  by  The  Crossing  Press. 

On  February  17  she  was  at  New  Words  Bookstore 
in  Cambridge,  where  she  read  excerpts  from  Folly 
and  an  autobiographical  short  story-in-progress  call¬ 
ed  Strike  It  Rich. 

I  interviewed  her  the  next  day,  before  she  returned 
to  her  home  in  upstate  New  York. 

I  had  read  Give  Me  Your  Good  Ear  when  it  first 
came  out,  and  was  very  impressed  by  the  book.  It 
captured  the  dilemma  of  an  independent  heterosexual 
feminist  woman  trying  to  come  to  terms  with  the 
possibilities  or  lack  of  possibilities  of  being  in  an 
equal  and  healthy  heterosexual  relationship.  It  was 
well  written,  and  the  characters  were  well  developed. 
As  someone  who  reads  most  feminist  and  lesbian 
novels  tlmt  get  published,  1  appreciated  Give  Me 
Your  Good  Ear  for  its  depth,  politics  and  style.  Not 
many  books  were  being  written  that  were  so  clearly 
feminist  and  yet  not  explicitly  lesbian  —  it  was 
refreshing  to  read. 

When  my  friends  at  New  Words  mentioned  to  me 
that  Maureen  Brady  had  written  a  new  novel  —  Folly 
—  I  was  very  excited.  I  was  also  not  completely  sur¬ 
prised  to  learn  that  this  book  had  lesbian  characters. 
What  is  most  refreshing  about  Folly  is  its  setting  —  in 
a  mill  town  in  the  South,  among  black  and  white 
working  class  women. 

Having  liked  both  her  books,  I  eagerly  volunteered 
to  interview  Brady  for  GCN.  What  follows  is  an 
edited  version  of  the  interview. 


Nancy:  Have  you  been  involved  in  political  work 
besides  your  writing? 

Maureen:  Sure.  I  was  involved  in  the  peace  move¬ 
ment  in  the  late  '60s.  I  did  some  union  organizing  as 
a  physical  therapist  in  a  hospital  job  that  I  had. 

Nancy:  This  was  in  New  York? 


Nancy:  How  so? 

Maureen:  I  think  I  was  writing  my  way  out.  I  mean, 
a  certain  part  of  that  book  is  occupied  with  trying  to 
understand  whether  it’s  possible  for  that  character  to 
relate  to  men  in  a  way  that  would  be  healthy  for  her. 
It  pretty  much  comes  to  a  conclusion  that  that’s  not 
what  she’s  meant  to  do,  although  she  doesn’t  actually 
come  out  in  the  book.  The  mother /daughter  relation¬ 
ship  was  primary.  I  didn’t  want  to  let  that  relation¬ 
ship  get  overwhelmed  by  a  romantic  relationship. 
Otherwise,  Francie  probably  would  have  come  out.  I 
think  in  Folly  I  knew  from  the  beginning  that 
somebody  was  going  to  come  out,  but  I  didn’t  know 
if  it  was  going  to  be  Mary  Lou  or  Folly.  I  knew  that  it 
was  about  lesbianism  from  the  very  beginning.  The 
first  chapter  was  about  Mary  Lou  being  under  watch 
for  hanging  out  with  Lenore.  As  it  began  to  emerge,  I 
felt  what  I  was  really  writing  about  was  the  strength 
and  power  that  comes  from  women  working 
together.  There  is  a  kind  of  sexuality  that  feeds  into 
and  energizes  that  work.  That’s  when  it  became  real 
clear  that  it  was  going  to  be  them  [Folly  and  Martha], 
and  not  someone  else,  because  that’s  really  a  part  of 
my  experience  —  that  sort  of  erotic  power  that  also 
goes  into  kinds  of  work  women  are  doing  together. 

Nancy:  In  Folly,  the  book  Sappho  Is  A  Right  On 
Woman  is  passed  from  woman  to  woman.  It  plays  a 
significant  role.  Is  that  from  your  own  personal  ex¬ 
perience? 

Maureen:  Yes.  That  was  an  important  book  to  me 
when  I  first  read  it.  I  started  to  use  it  in  1976  or  '77 
when  I  was  working  on  the  first  part  of  Folly.  I 
realized  that  I  hadn’t  read  that  book  for  maybe  five 
years  or  so,  and  thought  I  should  check  it  out.  I  went 
back  and  re-read  it,  and  I  was  impressed  with  it  over 
again. 

Nancy:  There  aren’t  many  men  in  Folly.  Was  that  a 
conscious  decision? 


Maureen:  Yes.  This  was  just  around  the  time  that  I 
started  getting  involved  with  feminism  in  the  early 
'70s,  and  I  did  organizing  work  with  Medical  Com¬ 
mittee  for  Human  Rights  (MCHR).  I’ve  done  a  lot  of 
different  kinds  of  political  work  ranging  from  work¬ 
ing  on  [former  Congresswoman]  Bella  Abzug’s  first 
campaign  to  meeting  in  political  study  groups  and 
dealing  with  feminist  issues  to  founding  a  feminist 
publishing  company. 

Nancy:  Where  do  you  live? 

Maureen:  I  live  in  the  country  near  Argyle,  New 
York.  Glens  Falls  is  the  nearest  city,  which  is  a  city  of 
about  30,000.  I  live  in  a  county  where  the  primary  in¬ 
dustry  is  dairy  farming. 

Nancy:  Are  there  other  lesbians  around? 

Maureen:  Yes.  We  have  a  group  called  Adiron- 
dykes.  It’s  made  up  of  women  scattered  all  over  the 
Adirondack  area.  There  are  maybe  ninety  people  on 
our  mailing  list.  We  meet  once  a  month. 

Nancy:  When  did  you  come  out? 

Maureen:  I  came  out  in  1975.  It  was  a  long,  slow, 
agonizing  process. 


Maureen:  I  did  make  a  conscious  decision  that  I 
didn’t  want  to  deal  with  a  lot  of  men.  Sometimes  the 
characters  explain  that.  Folly  says  that  she  just 
doesn’t  want  to  waste  her  time  thinking  about 
Barney,  and  when  his  name  comes  up  she  tries  to  put 
him  out  of  her  mind.  Some  of  those  women  obvious¬ 
ly  do  relate  to  men,  but  I’m  choosing  to  take  them  at 
the  point  in  their  lives  when  they’re  working,  and 
they’re  not  sitting  around  thinking  about  their  men. 
They’re  dealing  with  these  crucial  points  about  their 
working  conditions,  and  I  just  don’t  believe  that  in 
the  middle  of  that  they’re  thinking  about  their  men.  I 
think  in  my  childhood  I  spent  a  lot  of  time  with 
families  in  which  the  men  were  not  on  the  scene.  I’m 
not  sure  how  typical  or  atypical  that  is,  but  among 
my  friends  there  were  a  substantial  number  of 
families  where  the  children  were  being  raised  just  by 
the  mother.  Either  the  father  was  off  at  sea  most  of 
the  time,  as  my  father  was,  or  the  women  were 
divorced  or  widowed  and  at  home  with  their 
children.  Insofar  as  I  pulled  some  of  these 
characters  out  of  my  own  childhood,  they  just  came 
without  the  men.  Probably  the  mothers  of  those 
friends  were  more  inspirational  to  me. 

Nancy:  Folly,  is  a  novel  that  deals  a  lot  with  race 
and  class  issues.  Could  you  talk  about  what  you  were 
trying  to  do? 


Nancy:  Was  that  after  you  wrote  Give  Me  Your 
Good  Earl 

Maureen:  Actually,  it  was  during.  Give  Me  Your 
Good  Ear  was  my  coming  out  process.  The  writing  of 
that  book  really  brought  me  out. 


Maureen:  When  I  first  became  a  feminist  and  then 
a  lesbian,  it  was  a  real  exhilirating  time  for  me.  I  felt 
my  life  was  fuller  than  it  had  ever  really  been,  and  I 
was  seeing  who  I  was  and  feeling  a  connection  with 
other  people  and  less  alienation  than  I  had  felt  for 
.many  years  —  probably  from  the  time  I  had  left 


Maureen  Brady 

Folly’s  Author  Talks  About  Race 
and  Class  Politics 


characters,  I  was  not  doing  that  with  the  black  char¬ 
acters.  So  it  was  taking  away  a  kind  of  power  from 
them  of  speaking  from  the  inside  and  revealing  their 
real  thoughts  and  feelings.  So  then  1  went  back  and 
wrote  the  chapter  that  has  Mable  [a  black  woman  in 
Folly  who  is  active  in  the  union  drive]  at  the  union 
meeting  presenting  her  point  of  view  about  what’s 
going  on. 

When  I  was  in  the  middle  of  writing  this  novel,  I 
went  to  North  Carolina  and  interviewed  several 
women  who  are  mill  workers  there.  I  had  the  good 
fortune  of  knowing  a  couple  of  women  in  North 
Carolina  who  set  these  up  for  me.  It  was  a  real  gift.  I 
had  just  batches  of  tapes  that  1  came  home  with. 
They  confirmed  for  me  what  I  had  already  written. 
And  it  really  expanded  things  because  I  got  more 
depth  in  terms  of  what  some  of  those  women’s  con¬ 
cerns  were. 

Also,  when  I  came  home  with  the  tapes,  and  I 
didn’t  have  the  women  in  front  of  me  anymore,  I 
could  listen  to  the  language,  the  way  they  talked,  as  I 
transcribed  the  tapes.  As  you  must  know,  it  can  take 
just  hours  and  hours  to  transcribe  these  tapes.  As  I 
would  be  doing  it,  and  sometimes  I’d  be  missing 
words  or  something.  I’d  be  repeating  them  back  to 
get  them,  but  I  was  getting  the  sense  of  some  of  the 
distinctions  of  language  between  the  black  women 
and  the  white  women.  It  wasn’t  that  I  hadn’t  heard 
that  already,  because  I  had  spent  a  substantial  part  of 
my  childhood  in  the  South,  but  it  was  a  recalling  of 
that  for  me. 

Nancy:  Are  you  working  on  any  other  books? 

Maureen:  Yes.  I  am  working  on  putting  together  a 
collection  of  short  stories.  I  don’t  know  if  that  will 
get  to  be  a  book  before  I  start  writing  another  novel. 
Since  this  last  book  came  out  of  a  story,  and  since  my 
first  book  came  out  of  a  story,  too,  when  I  write 
stories  I’m  never  sure  if  it’s  the  beginning  of  a  novel 
or  whether  I’m  really  writing  a  story. 

I  figure  I’ll  just  go  along  writing  stories  until 
something  turns  into  a  novel.  In  the  meantime,  if  I 
finish  enough.  I’ll  publish  a  volume  of  stories, 
because  1  have  some  I’d  like  to  see  beside  each  other. 

At  the  reading  at  New  Words  I  read  from  an 
autobiographical  story  I’m  working  on,  called 
“Strike  It  Rich.” 

Nancy;  You  are  one  of  the  founders  of  (he 
women’s  publishing  company  Spinsters,  Ink.  Could 
you  tell  us  about  its  founding?  What  kind  of  books 
do  you  publish? 

Maureen:  Judith  McDaniel  and  I  founded  it  in  1978 
to  publish  my  book,  Give  Me  Your  Good  Ear,  which 
had  a  rather  rocky  course  through  commercial  pub¬ 
lishing  houses  as  well  as  lesbian-feminist  publishing 
houses.  It  was  rejected  by  both.  It  was  rejected  by  the 
commercial  houses  for  being  too  feminist,  or  not 
having  enough  men  in  it,  or  not  ending  with  a  sexual 
relationship  between  a  man  and  a  woman.  It  was  re¬ 
jected  by  the  lesbian-feminist  publishing  houses 
because  it  didn’t  have  a  coming  out  scene  at  the  end, 
or  because  it  wasn’t  lesbian  enough  and  they  felt  that 
had  a  certain  market  and  it  wasn’t  quite  right  for 
that.  So,  Judith  and  I  started  Spinsters,  Ink.  Then  we 
decided  that  as  long  as  we’re  going  to  do  one,  we 
might  as  well  do  two.  So  we  published  a  monograph 
that  she  had  called  Reconstituting  the  World,  The 
Poetry  and  Vision  of  Adrienne  Rich. 

Since  then  we  have  published  The  Cancer  Journals 
by  Audre  Lorde  and  Bones  and  Kim  by  Lynn 
Strongin,  Ambitious  Women  by  Barbara  Wilson. 
The  next  book  we’re  publishing  (in  May)  is  The 
Words  Of  A  Woman  Who  Breathes  Fire  by  Kitty 
Tsui,  a  Chinese-American  poet  and  fiction  writer 
who  lives  in  San  Francisco. 

We  have  always  used  as  criteria  that  we  had  to  love 
it  ourselves,  because  we  were  going  to  have  to  read  it 
about  five  times,  and  we  needed  it  to  be  a  book  that 
we  would  be  willing  to  put  a  lot  of  volunteer  time  and 
energy  behind.  We  tried  to  publish  literature  that  we 
did  not  feel  we  were  getting  to  read.  This  is  pretty 
much  the  same  motivation  I  use  for  writing  ...  to 
write  the  book  that  you  can’t  find  to  read. 

We  became  overwhelmed  by  the  work  with  the 
publishing  company,  so  in  the  past  several  months 
Judith  and  I  have  been  in  the  process  of  working  out 
a  transition  arrangement  with  Sherry  Thomas  from 
San  Francisco.  She  is  now  working  on  the  next 
Spinsters,  Ink  book,  which  is  Paula  Gunn  Allen’s 
novel.  The  Woman  Who  Owns  The  Shadows.  The 
new  address  for  Spinsters,  Ink  is  233  Dolores,  #8, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94103. 
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LAWRENCE  D.  FARRELL 

HEALTH  TIP 

LICENSED  THERAPIST 

WHEN  TROUBLED  AND 
UPSET  ASK  YOURSELF 

Individual  and 

“WHAT  WILL  SERVE  ME 

Relationship  Issues 

BEST?” 

Special  Interest  and 

Experience 

JACK  CEMPELLIN,  MS 

Working  With 

Licensed  Therapist 

Black  Men  and  Women 

745-7029 

482-0557  By  Appointment 

INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 

Insurance  Accepted 

L - -  A 

S  U  B  S 


TERRENCE  T.  SWEENEY 

Attorney  At  Law 

Living-Together  Agree  m  ents  •  Business  Problems 
landlord  &  Tenant  •  Wills  &  Probate  •  Criminal 
Domestic  Relations  •  Trusts  •  Personal  Injury 
Consumer  Issues  •  Beal  Estate 

SNYDER  AND  SWEENEY 

102  Union  Wharf  Boston  02109 

Telephone:  227-0606 


Dan  White  Incident 


Continued  from  page  6 
Mayor  speak  the  dialogue  we  have 
already  heard  summarized  in  an 
earlier  scene.  It's  an  effective 
device,  heightening  the  tension. 
We  are  able  to  anticipate — and, 
like  in  a  nightmare,  realize  the  in¬ 
evitability  of— each  event  up  to  the 
pulling  of  the  trigger.  As  White 
turns  toward  Moscone,  unbutton¬ 
ing  his  coat,  he  moves  in  slow  mo¬ 
tion,  evoking  those  other  terrible 
scenes  we  have  seen  played  out 
frame-by-frame:  the  Zapruder 
film  of  the  Dallas  motorcade;  the 
video  tape  of  the  tumult  in  the  Los 
Angeles  hotel  kitchen. 


(212)  729-3400 

Frank  C  David,  Inc. 
Funeral  Home 

Five  minutes  from  Manhattan 
Just  across  the  59th  St.  Bridge 
Convenient  to  all  subways/ Parking 

31st  St.  and  39th  Ave. 
Long  Island  City, 

NY  11101 


Licensed  Clinical  Psychologist 

Dr.  Scott  E.  Borrelli 


Individual  Psychotherapy  Couples  Counseling 
Stress/Anxiety  Reduction  Relief  from  Depression 

Health  Insurance  Accepted 

(617)  246-3275 

2  Park  Squre,  Boston,  MA 
339  Salem  Street,  Wakefield,  MA 


Feeling  lonely  or  depressed 
but  afraid  of  being  close? 

Maybe  you  want  to  change 
things  but  don’t  know  how. 
CHANGE  is  what  Social 
Therapy  is  about. 

Social  Therapy  is  a  pro¬ 
gressive  approach  to  people’s 
everyday  problems. 

The  Bqaton  Institute  for 
Social  Therapy  and  Research 


sliding  scale 


524-7710 


TAX  PREPARATION 
AND  PLANNING 

FINANCIAL  COUNSELING 


MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 

8  RICHARD  AVE. 
CAMBRIDGE,  MA  02140 
492-4234 


GAY  MALE  THERAPIST 


Individual  &  Couples 
Psychotherapy 


Sliding  Fee 
Insurance  Accepted 


Charles  F.  Hannagan,  M.A. 
262-4194 


jGay  &  Lesotan  Counseling 
Services 


Formerly  the  HomophUe  Community  Health  Service 
A  licensed  mental  health  clinic  serving  gay  men 
and  lesbian  women  since  1971 
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FOCUS  counsel¬ 
ing  and  consul¬ 
tation  for 
women  and 
their  friends, 
inc. 

short  and  long 
term  therapy 
for  individuals, 
couples,  groups 
families. 

Insurance  Accepted. 

Inman  Sq.,  Cam¬ 
bridge 
tel.  876-4488 


m 


ill 


law 


tri«an*ta-fiMou  \,  tre-an-t9-’fe-lu\?z  1:  attorney  at ...  .. 
2:  traditional  lawyering  for  the  non-traditional  family 
3:  DIVORCE,  CONTRACTS,  WILLS,  REAL  ESTATE, 
BUSINESS  PROBLEMS,  PERSONAL  INJURY,  WORKER’S 
COMPENSATION,  MEDIATION,  NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATIONS,  TAXES,  CRIMINAL  &  CIVIL  LITIGATION, 
syn  see  katherine  triantafillou,  14  beacon  street, 
boston,  massachusetts,  02108,  (617)  723-6327 

iiiiii 


healthy  teeth 


they're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


Another  effective  moment  comes 
near  the  end,  when  an  investigative 
reporter,  in  his  quest  to  uncover  a 
conspiracy,  interviews  a  patrol¬ 
man.  The  policeman  speaks  of  the 
disgust  the  force  holds  for  the 
liberal  Moscone  and  the  “punk’s 
ass”  White  (who  would  put  a  cop 
on  report  for  assaulting  a 
prisoner),  but  he  defends  White’s 
actions  as  necessary  to  save  the  city 
from  ruin  by  the  blacks  and  the 
faggots,  and  threatens  the  reporter 
for  pursuing  his  course.  All  of  a 
sudden  we  are  confronted  with  the 
crude  homophobia  so  much  of  the 
society  holds  dear,  and  realize 
again  how  far  we  are  from  winning 
our  freedom. 

Incidentally,  this  scene  was  the 
one  in  which  Dobbins  had  to  make 
cuts  to  apease  the  lawyers.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  playwright,  his  di¬ 
minished  the  power  of  the  ending. 
Like  the  scene  in  which  a  reporter 
receives  an  anonymous  phone  call 
to  “Lay  off  the  Dan  White  shit, 
dead  man,”  the  recipient  of  the 
threats  in  real  life  was  Dobbins 
himself. 

Central  to  the  play  is  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  motivaiton.  Was  there  a 
conspiracy  to  slay  the  Mayor  and 
Milk?  Why  was  the  prosecution  of 
White  so  weak?  Was  there  a  con¬ 
spiracy  to  throw  the  case?  As  the 
character  Warren  Hinc- 

kle  (James  McCann),  a  feisty  San 
Francisco  Chronicle  columnist, 
observes,  the  prosecution  spent  its 
time  trying  to  prove  a  murder  that 
the  defense  had  already  conceded. 

The  play’s  answer  to  both  ques¬ 
tions  appears  to  be  no,  that  there 
probably  were  no  direct  conspira¬ 
cies.  As  Dobbins  afterwards  re¬ 
marked  in  an  interview,  Dan 
White  was  merely  “Dirty  Harry 
run  amok.” 

Instead,  there  was  a  conspiracy 
of  values,  in  which  White’s  homo¬ 
phobia  and  his  anger  at  the  erosion 
of  traditional  morality  coincided 
with  the  wishes  of  the  establish¬ 
ment  (the  so-called  “downtown 
interests”)  to  install  a  government 
more  favorable  to  big  business  and 
less  preoccupied  with  social 


welfare. 

No  downtowner  would  advo¬ 
cate  assassination,  of  course,  but, 
once  it  happened,  the  establish¬ 
ment  was  ready  to  forget  the  Dan 
White  affair:  homophobia  would 
be  downplayed  as  a  motive  (the 
play  documents  how  gays  were  ex¬ 
cluded  from  the  jury  and  how  the 
Chronicle  killed  a  Hinckle  column 
on  gay  anger)  and  the  business  of 
running  the  city  would  be  gotten 
on  with  expeditiously. 

Yet  this  skirts  the  question  of 
why  a  man  could  assassinate  two 
public  officials  and  receive  such 
light  punishment.  The  play  does 
not  begin  to  answer  it. 

Straight  society’s  inability  to  ex¬ 
press  compassion  at  our  communi¬ 
ty’s  loss  of  Milk  (reminiscent  of 
the  dialogue  between  Huck  Finn 
and  Aunt  Sally:  “We  blowed  a  cyl¬ 
inder  head.”  “Good  gracious! 
anybody  hurt?”  “No’m.  Killed  a 
nigger.”)  is— or  should  be,  at  any 
rate — a  major  issue,  but  it  is  sub¬ 
sumed  by  the  larger  question  of 
why  a  jury  would  buy  a  “Twinkie 
defense”  for  so  heinous  a  crime. 
The  assassinations  and  their  out¬ 
come  are  not  an  exclusively  gay 
concern.  Many  straights  were  ap¬ 
palled  that  Dan  White  could  get 
away  with  murder.  (California 
subsequently  altered  its  insanity 
law  to  attempt  to  eliminate  future 
Dan  White  defenses.) 

The  Dan  White  Incident  raises 
these  questions  of  crime  and  pun¬ 
ishment,  but  only  indirectly,  in 
fact,  almost  half-heartedly.  Unlike 
really  good  theater,  it  does  not 
hammer  them  in;  it  does  not  make 
us  leave  the  playhouse  shaken, 
forced  to  ask  how  the  Dan  White 
incident  could  happen.  Instead, 
the  play’s  lack  of  focus  presents 
the  tragedy  like  a  collection  of 
blurred  headlines,  not  sufficiently 
arresting  to  compell  our  interest. 
It’s  a  shame,  because  there’s  a  lot 
more  to  Dan  White  and  the  events 
surrounding  his  brutal  deeds  than 
meets  the  eye.  It  will  be  interesting 
to  see  how  the  other  accounts  han¬ 
dle  them. 


Ashes,  Ashes 

Continued from  page  7 
have  not  been  a  part  of  the  bomb¬ 
building  but  she  decides  that  the 
threat  is  so  great  that  everyone 
must  be  a  part  in  taking  them 
apart.  She  says,  “O.K.  God,  I’m 
ready  to  see  it  your  way.  1  guess  we 
really  are  all  in  the  same  boat.  And 
when  the  boat’s  sinking,  it  doesn’t 
seem  to  matter  who  built  it.  We  all 
have  to  start  bailing.” 

At  the  Foot  of  the  Mountain  has 
toured  with  Ashes  throughout  the 
Midwest  and  is  now  bringing  the 
production  to  the  East  coast.  They 
hope  to  take  the  play  to  Europe  in 
the  summer  of  '84.  In  Boston,  the 
Performing  Artists  for  Nuclear 
Disarmament  Action  is  organizing 


the  theater’s  visit.  The  play  was  to 
be  presented  originally  at  the 
Cauldron  Theater,  a  feminist  per¬ 
formance  space  which  was  recently 
closed  by  the  city  building  inspec¬ 
tor  for  safety  violations.  Instead  of 
the  Cauldron,  the  play  has  been 
moved  to  the  Strand  Theater,  543 
Columbia  Road  in  Dorchester  on 
Monday  April  18  and  Tuesday  the 
19th,  at  8:30pm. 

At  the  Foot  of  the  Mountain  has 
been  called  “loving,”  “rigorous,” 
“yeasty,”  “creative,”  “gutsy” 
and  “talented.”  They  promise 
Boston  a  performance  of  insight 
and  inspiration. 


It  was  a  night 
that  changed 
the  world. 
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New  England 

Premiere 
Now  Playing 

(  ‘NICKELODEON  A 

X.  600  Comm  Ave  BOSlQQ  24  7  2  ■  60  J 

2:00,  4:45,  7:30  &  10:00 


RUCK  ME!  RUCK  ME! 


Women's  Rugby  Scores 
Beantown  A's  52.  Rhode  Island  0 
Beantown  B's  4,  Boston  College  0 
Boston  B  s  0.  Manhattanville  0 
B  U.  8,  UConn  6 

Dartmouth  A  s  0,  Middlebury  A  s  0 
Dartmouth  B  s  4.  Middlebury  B  s  4 
Hartford  Wild  Roses  A  s  3.  Boston  A  s  0 
H  Wild  Roses  B  s  0.  Manhattanville  0 
Mt.  Holyoke  4.  W  P  I.  0 
Tufts  24.  Wheaton  0  (scrimmage) 
U.N  H..18.  M.l.T.  0 

At  the  Holy  Cross  Women's  Rugby 
Spring  Tournament  this  weekend,  the 
home  team  finished  first,  defeating 
Bridgewater  State  (8  4).  and  Bowdoin 
(20-0)  in  the  finals.  Bowdoin  placed  se¬ 
cond  with  one  win  over  Colby-Sawyer 
(8-0).  while  Bridgewater  State  and 
Colby-Sawyer  played  a  scoreless 
match  to  tie  for  third  place. 

If  you  would  like  to  see  your 
women’s  rugby  scores  listed  here 
each  week,  please  call  Hershey  at 
(617)  426-4469  on  Monday  or  Tues¬ 
day. 
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Alive!  Dazzles 
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Alive!  Left  to  right:  Janet  Small,  rhiannon,  Barbara  Borden,  Susanne  Vincenza, 
and  Carolyn  Brandy. 


Alive!  Barbara  Borden  —  drums; 
Carolyn  Brandy  —  congas,  percus¬ 
sion;  rhiannon  —  vocals;  Janet 
Small  —  piano;  Susanne  Vincenza 
—  upright  bass.  At  Ryles,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Mass.  April  5,6,7. 

By  Ruth  Borenslein 

From  the  moment  they  took  the 
stage,  the  explosive  sounds  of  the 
jazz  combo  Alive!  dazzled  the 
capacity  crowd  at  the  first  of  three 
Boston  area  concerts.  In  a  perfor¬ 
mance  that  lasted  just  over  two 
hours,  the  women  of  Alive! 
demonstrated  that  they  are  all  ex¬ 
ceptionally  talented  and  ac¬ 
complished  musicians  in  full  com¬ 
mand  of  their  instruments. 

Certainly  rhiannon  was  in  con¬ 
trol  of  her  expressive  and  unusually 
versatile  voice.  While  she  does  not 
possess  an  extraordinary  range,  she 
more  than  makes  up  for  that  with 
the  force  and  emotion  she  imparts. 
From  a  breathless  whisper  to  a 
throaty  growl,  rhiannon  managed 
to  convey  a  variety  of  moods  not 
only  through  conventional  singing 
but  also  by  “scatting”  —  stringing 
together  nonsense  syllables  to 
vocalize  without  words.  Few 
vocalists  can  handle  the  demands  of 
scat  and  rely  solely  on  lyrics  to  com¬ 
municate,  but  rhiannon  glories  in 
it. 

She  was  at  her  best  during  the  in¬ 
troduction  to  Check  The  Facts, 
when  she  took  center  stage  accom¬ 
panied  only  by  the  encouraging 
finger  snaps  of  the  audience.  Her 
voice  swooped  and  soared  as  she 
raced  through  some  double  time 
vocal  gymnastics  which  included  a 
beautifully  clear  horn  impersona¬ 
tion.  At  times  she  spit  the  notes  out 
so  quickly,  she  might  have  given  the 
fast  talker  in  those  Federal  Express 
commercials  a  real  run  for  his 
money. 

Unlike  many  jazz  bands  that 
feature  a  vocalist,  Alive!  is  not 
merely  a  vehicle  for  its  singer  but  a 
true  ensemble.  Rhiannon’s  vocals, 
especially  when  she  was  not  tied 
down  by  lyrics,  became  another  in¬ 
strument  in  the  blend.  From  Janet 

Feinstein 

Continued  from  page  3 
the  vote,  it  might  bring  about  viable 
progressive  opposition  to  her  in 
November.  Otherwise,  there  really 
won’t  be  any  reason  to  get  involved 
in  the  November  election,  pro¬ 
gressives  believe. 

Perhaps  most  interesting  of  all 


Small’s  rich,  spiralling  piano 
melodies  to  Susanne  Vincenza’s 
fluid  bass  lines,  the  driving  beat  of 
Barbara  Borden’s  drumming,  and 
the  rhythmic,  fills  of  Carolyn  Bran¬ 
dy’s  congas  and  percussion,  the 
playing  was  consistently  vibrant 
and,  well,  alive. 

1  was  most  impressed  by  how 
well  the  band  members  fit  together 
as  a  unit.  Their  timing  was  impecci- 
ble.  During  the  introduction  to 
John  Coltrane’s  Impressions, 
Brandy’s  congas  and  Borden’s 
snare  kept  up  an  identical  rhythm  in 
perfect  unison.  During  an  in¬ 
strumental  by  Bobby  Hutchenson, 
they  eased  through  a  number  of 
tempo  changes  without  ever  losing 
the  momentum  that  drove  the  piece 
forward. 

Through  their  control  of 
dynamics  as  well  as  tempo,  the  four 
instrumentalists  were  able  to  match 
the  subtleties  and  expressiveness  of 
rhiannon’s  vocals.  From  the  quiet 
percussion  of  Lazy  Afternoon  to 
the  frenetic  clatter  of  a  revamped 
version  of  City  Life,  Alive!  achiev¬ 
ed  the  kinds  of  musical  emotion 
that  lie  at  the  heart  of  jazz. 

The  show  featured  a  number  of 


will  be  the  breakdown  by  precincts 
and  neighborhoods  —  especially  in 
heavily  gay  and  progressive  areas  — 
of  the  voting  pattern,  part  of  the 
unending  quest  to  decipher  the 
community’s  political  ideology  and 
allegiances.  This  will  be  made  much 
more  difficult  in  this  election 


original  compositions,  chiefly  by 
Brandy  and  Small,  which  fared  well 
but  were  marred  by  somewhat 
repetitive  arrangements.  One 
highlight  of  the  performance  was 
the  jazz  standard  Girl  Talk  to  which 
rhiannon  had  appended  a  well- 
received  feminist  verse.  Another 
was  a  hot  latin  song  by  Viva  Brazil 
which  featured  an  extended  jam  by 
the  two  percussionists  aided  by  a 
chorus  line  of  Small  and  Vincenza 
on  cowbells  and  rhiannon  on  tom¬ 
tom.  Latin  flavored  rhythms 
underlie  a  number  of  songs  in 
Alive! ’s  repertoire,  so  it  was  good 
to  see  them  really  cut  loose  on  this 
one. 

Alive!  has  shown  a  tremendous 
amount  of  growth  since  they  re¬ 
leased  their  first  album  three  years 
ago.  Since  then,  they’ve  begun  to 
garner  the  attention  of  mainstream 
jazz  fans  while  maintaining  their 
place  in  the  women’s  music  scene. 
They  have  completed  work  on  a 
new  (third)  album  which  they  hope 
will  be  available  in  the  near  future. 
If  it  captures  the  same  spirit  and  en¬ 
thusiasm  they  brought  to  this  con¬ 
cert,  it  should  bring  them  a  lot  more 
attention. 


because  of  the  phenomenally  high 
number  of  absentee  ballots  cast  — 
a  strategical  innovation  of  the 
Feinstein  campaign  to  guarantee 
that  her  supporters  actually  vote  — 
and  the  complex  and  clouded 
nature  of  this  extraordinary 
political  campaign. 


GARY  BUSECK  and 
STEPHEN  ANSOLABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 


landlord/lease  problems 
wills/probate 
real  estate  transactions 
relationship  contracts 


income  tax 
criminal  &  civil  trials 
injury  claims 
partnerships/corporation 


FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

42b-9244 

2  Park  Square.  Boston,  MA  0211b 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mon-Thurs.  9am-9pm  Friday  9am-6pm  Sat  9am-9pm 
Wed.  630-Bpm  Walk  in  VD  Testing  &  Treatment 


Services  Include 


•  Specialty  care  including  minor  surgery,  dermatology,  infectious  diseases, 
gynecology,  podiatry  (including  sports  medicine),  nutrition,  family  practice,  and 
psychiatry 

•  Board  certified  gay  and  lesbian  physicians  and  nurse  practitioners  available 

•  You  can  now  get  Hepatitis-B  screening  and  vaccine. 

•  Barrier  free  •  24  Hour  Physician  On  Call  Service 

•  Patients  needins  to  be  hospitalized  are  admitted  to  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital 

•  Nationally  recognized  specialists  in  the  diagnosis  &  treatment  of  sexually 
transmitted  disreases 

12  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 
375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


ACTIVE,  SHORT-TERM  THERAPY  FOR 

RELATIONSHIP  ISSUES 

Serving  the  community  since  1976. 


We  develop  an  individual  program  of  therapy,  explain  it  to  you  in 
detail,  and  then  encourage  you  to  evaluate  your  own  progress 
toward  specific  goals. 

Our  licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists,  social  workers,  and 
psychiatrists.  For  information  call  262-9116. 

Information-Evaluation-Referral  Service 

Insurance  accepted. 


behavior 

associates 


45  Newbury  Street,  Boston 
Near  the  Arlington  Street  MBTA 


Specializing  in  short-term,  problem-focused  therapy 


Come  feel  the  heat 


Ward,  Rizzo  &  Lund 

Attorneys  at  law 

•  Relations 

lip  Contracts  •  Immigration 

•  Wills 

•  Civil  N.  Criminal  Litigation 

•  Domestic 

Relations  •  Real  Estate  Transactions 

•  ( lorporat 

e  Matters  •  Estate  Planning 

Two 

Park  Square* Boston,  Massai  lutsetts  02  1  lb 

617-426-2020 

blABETIC  DELIBERATIONS 

DIABETIC  COUNSELING  BY  A  DIABETIC 
•  ENLIGHTENED  SELF  MANAGEMENT 
.  EMOTIONAL  LIBERATION 

PEGGY  KAPLAN  (617)  492  8444 


Patronize  Our 
Advertisers 


relationships  can  be  confusing 


when  intimacy  frightens  you  .  .  . 

when  you're  not  sure  you're  in  love  .  .  .  when 

you're  afraid  of  getting  hurt. 


Help  is  available. 

MERRIMACK  VALLEY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
211  Broadway 

Methuen,  MA  01844  tel.  687-4383 
offices  in  Methuen  and  Boston 
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Music 


Horowitz  Biography 

Probing  the  Personal? 


Horowitz 

By  Glenn  Plaskin 

William  Morrow  Co.,  New  York 

1983,  607  pp. 

By  Michael  Bronski 

Four  years  ago,  when  Glenn 
Plaskin  decided  to  write  the  first 
full-length  critical  biography  of  vir¬ 
tuoso  pianist  Vladimir  Horowitz, 
he  had  no  idea  of  the  uproar  his 
woi  k  would  cause.  A  carefully  and 
meticulously  researched  book, 
Horowitz  has  caused  a  to-do  in  the 
music  and  book  world  by  casually 
mentioning  that  the  maestro  had 
been  actively  gay  for  most  of  his 
life.  The  going  rule  for  biographies 
is  that  you  can  say  it  after  they  are 
dead,  but  never  while  they  are  still 
alive. 

Over  the  past  few  years  there 
have  been  a  spate  of  biographies 
that  sensationalize,  or,  at  any  rate, 
use  as  a  selling  point,  their 
subject’s  homosexuality:  Charles 
Laughton,  Errol  Flynn,  Tyrone 
Power.  The  irony  is  that  while 
these  other  books  pandered  to  the 
more  gossipy  instincts  of  the  com¬ 
mon  reader,  Plaskin’s  Horowitz 
discusses  its  subject’s  personal  and 
sexual  habits  only  in  terms  of  how 
they  relate  to  his  larger  life  and  the 
career. 


Plaskin,  an  openly  gay  man  — 
“even  my  86-year-old  grand¬ 
mother  knows”  —  has  worked  in 
the  gay  community  on  projects 
like  the  Baltimore  Gay  Hotline 
and  the  N?w  York  Gay  Men’s 
Health  Collective  and  feels  strong¬ 
ly  that  the  personal  life  cannot  be 
separated  from  the  career.  “I  am 
not  sensationalizing  Horowitz’s 
homosexuality,”  he  told  GCN. 
“And  1  am  not  using  it  as  a  plat¬ 
form  for  gay  liberation.  Horowitz 
just  happens  to  be  gay  and  just 
happens  to  be  a  great  artistic 
genius.  That  fact  alone  is  a  nice 
fact:  that  he’s  a  great  artist  and 
that  he’s  gay.  But  what  is  unhappy 
and  sad  about  his  life  is  that  he  had 
to  hide  it  all  his  life.” 

In  a  career  spanning  more  than 
50  years  Horowitz  has  spent  more 
than  22  in  retirement.  These  were 
primarily  due  to  nervous  collapses 
which  Plaskin  claims  were  caused 
by  conflicts  about  his  sexuality,  his 
tempestuous  marriage  to  Wanda 
Toscanini,  and  varied  emotional 
problems.  The  question  of 
Horowitz’s  personal  life  therefore 
became  inextricably  bound  with 
the  public  and  the  professional. 
“Discussing  Horowitz’s  sexuality 
became  a  real  problem  not  only 
from  a  legal  standpoint  but  also 
from  a  moral  standpoint.  How  far 
can  you  delve  into  someone’s  per¬ 
sonal  life?  How  much  can  you  tell? 
How  much  should  you  tell? 
Should  an  80-year-old  man  really 
be  subjected  to  scrutinization  of 
his  sex  life?  It’s  really  an  open- 
ended  question  and  there  is  no 
answer  to  it.  I  decided  to  include  it 


with  the  understanding  that  you 
can’t  understand  someone’s  career 
without  understanding  their  life.” 

Much  of  the  criticism  coming 
from  the  press  is  clearly  a  knee-jerk 
homophobic  response  to  publiciz¬ 
ing  the  fact  that  anyone  famous 
and  respected  is  gay.  When  inter¬ 
viewed  on  Boston’s  public  radio 
station  WGBH  by  Robert  J. 
Lurtsema,  Plaskin  explained  that 
the  material  on  Horowitz’s  sex  life 
would  not  fill  more  than  2  out  of 
over  600  pages.  Lurtsema  quickly 
pointed  out  that  the  book  was 
well-indexed  and  any  reader  could 
find  those  passages  very  easily. 
(Perhaps  this  is  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  criticism  that  a  book  has 
been  faulted  for  being  indexed  too 
we//!)  The  simple  fact  is  that  the 
very  mention  of  gayness  is  enough 
in  our  homophobic  culture  to  cast 
a  pall  over  an  entire  life  and 
reputation.  For  many  people  that 
fact  itself  is  inadmissible,  for  some 
it  may  be  hard  to  believe,  but  they 
prefer  to  see  it  as  an  isolated,  not 
very  important  detail:  still  others 


have  no  trouble  accepting  the 
veracity  or  the  importance  of  the 
personal  upon  the  public  life,  but 
feel  that  it  should  not  be  mentioned 
in  print  or  publicly. 

How  is  Horowitz  himself  taking 
the  whole  furor?  When  he  was  first 
approached  by  Plaskin,  before  the 
writing  of  the  book,  he  claimed  to 
only  want  it  to  deal  with  his  career. 
When  it  became  clear  that  Plaskin 
was  going  to  be  more  inclusive 
then  that  he  attempted  to  stop 
friends  and  associates  from  being 
interviewed.  Two  years  ago 
Plaskin  ran  into  him  in  Uncle 
Charlie’s  North,  a  NY  gay  bar, 
Horowitz  asked  after  the  book  and 
Plaskin  sent  him  a  chapter.  It  was 


The  question  of 
Horowitz's  personal 
life  became  inex¬ 
tricably  bound  with 
the  public  and  the 
professional. 


returned  with  an  unsigned  note 
saying  that  Mr.  Horowitz  was 
“not  in  the  mood”  to  read  it.  As  it 
stands  now  he  certainly  does  not 
approve  of,  nor  has  he  apparently 
read,  the  biography 
Over  60  years  ag  6ay 

Lytton  Strachey  rev  ,nized  the 
art  of  biography.  Until  then  the 
three  volume,  reverential  and  non- 
critical  tome  was  standard  pro¬ 
cedure.  Strachey  brought  to  the 
genre  interpretation  and  the  no¬ 
tion  that  the  personal  life  was  in¬ 
separable  from  the  public. 
Plaskin’s  book  is  in  this  tradition. 
The  critics  who  would  deny  or  hide 
the  sexual  aspects  of  Horowitz’s 
life  (especially  in  how  they  effected 
his  art  and  career)  would  have  us 
go  back  to  the  Victorian  tradition 
of  praise  without  thought,  of 
adulation  without  evaluation. 
Horowitz  is  a  wonderfully  written, 
fascinating  biography  that  in  at¬ 
tempting  a  simple  honesty  has 
managed  to  ruffle  many  feathers. 
It’s  been  more  then  10  years  since 
Stonewall  and  more  open  and 
honest  discussion  of  sexuality.  I 
suppose  the  impulse  is  to  be  more 
optimistic  about  these  things,  but 
much  of  the  criticism  that  Plaskin 
and  the  book  have  received  comes 
from  the  most  regressive  thinking 
and  homophobia  of  past  decades. 
The  charges  of  sensationalism  are 
so  patently  absurd  that  they  reveal 
more  about  the  reviewers  and 
critics  than  the  material  under  dis¬ 
cussion.  Horowitz,  without  doing 
anything  extraordinary,  may  be  a 
book  ahead  of  its  time. 


Horowitz’s  biographer  Glen  Plaskin  was  interviewed  recently  at  GCN. 


“ He's  a  great  artist  and  he's  gay  .  .  .  what  is 
unhappy  and  sad  is  that  he  had  to  hide  it  all 
his  life. " 


MC/VISA 


"Less  than  do  it  yourself  prices." 

FRAMINGS*  POSTERS 

Stretching  •  Blocking 
Lithographs  •  Silkscreen 

You  will  find  a  large  selection  of 
posters  in  our  store  of  special 
interest  to  the  readers  of  GCN 

CHATEAU  DES  ARTS  ^ 

694  Washington  St.,  Brookline,  MA  © 

_ 731-5555 _ Beacon/Washing  tor 


Publicity  photo  from  Vladamir  Horowitz’s  1928  American  debut. 


Women-Owned  &  Operated 
GUESTHOUSE 

18  I’curl  Slrcct— Box  22 
Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 
617487-2210 

Karen  Harding 
Jackie  Kelly 


LOOKING  AT 
USED  CARS  ? 

Before  buying  one,  bring  it  to 
us  for  a  complete  evaluation. 
$20.  for  4  or  6  cylinder  cars  — 
$5.  extra  for  V-8,  van  or  A/C 
(with  this  ad).  If  you  would  like 
a  woman  mechanic  to  work  on 
your  car,  please  say  so  when 
you  make  your  appointment. 

J.  &  S.  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  Street 
2670300 


& 

C# 


SATURDAY 
APRIL  23 

3=00-5:00 
~  wi+h 


AflMISTEADAWlfJ 

(aidW  of  Tales  of  -fWCrh)  (elc) 
X - 7 

GLADDAY  “Bookshop 

\/  43U)‘m4urS+. 

*Sosh>n  ZnA(\. 


BUTTONS  —  BUTTONS  —  BUTTONS 


PINK  TRIANGLE  —  LAMBDA  —  DOUBLE  WOMAN’S  SYMBOL 
—  DOUBLE  MAN’S  SYMBOL  —  HOW  DARE  YOU  PRESUME 
I'M  STRAIGHT  —  ORAL  MAJORITY  —  I’M  ONE  TOO  —  GAY 
AND  PROUD  —  DIFFERENT  BUT  EQUAL  —  UPPITY  WOMEN 
UNITE  —  FREEDOM  OF  CHOICE  —  MY  KARMA  RAN  OVER 
MY  DOGMA  —  THE  MORAL  MAJORITY  IS  NEITHER  —  HE’S 
PRETTY  BUT  CAN  HE  TYPE  —  BORN  AGAIN  PAGAN  —  BORN 
AGAIN  ATHEIST  —  I’M  A  SHAMELESS  AGITATOR  —  I  OWN 
MY  BODY  BUT  I  SHARE  —  JANE  WYMAN  WAS  RIGHT  —  I 
LIKE  OLDER  WOMEN  —  I  LIKE  OLDER  MEN 

60*  EACH.  MIN.  ORDER  4  BUTTONS  ±10%  POSTAGE.  COM¬ 
PLETE  BUTTON  LIST  FOR  SASE. 

VISIT  OUR  CARD,  CRAFT,  AND  GIFT  SHOP  TOO. 

FREEDOM  CENTER,  355  BOYLSTON  ST., 
BOSTON,  MA  02116  (617)437-1854 
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MONDAY 

H9 w  Wave/ 

nock  «■  Roil 
featuring 
PMYLENE 
8pm-i«m 


TUESDAY 

Pool  Tournament 
CASH  PRIZES 
8pm- lam 


WEDNESDAY 

2  for  1 
81  00  cower 
8pm- 1am 


THURSDAY 

Dart  Tournament 
CASH  PRIZES 
starling  April  7 
8pm-2am 


FRIDAY 
Free  Cower 
till  10pm 
8pm-2am 


SATURDAY 

Vodka  Nita 
ail  vodka  drinks  SI  29 
8pm-2am 


SUNDAY 

2  for  1 
8pm -lam 


MsS? 

■  A^ 


'•  8X 

% 


WATERSHIP 
INN 

Relaxed  atmosphere 
Central  location 
(Complimentary  continental  breakfast 

OFF  SEASON  SPECIAL 

Stay  3  nights,  get  the  third  night  free  7  winthrop  St. 
or  stay  a  week,  get  50 %  off. 

Innkeeper:  Jim  Foss 


I\().  Box  918 

I’rovincetown,  Mass.  02657 
(617)487-0094 _ 


Hired  Hands. 


Meet  the  three  talented  massage  therapists  now  smoothing 
away  aches,  soothing  away  worries,  and  shooing  away  the 
pressures  of  the  day. 

The  full  service  hair  salon,  Janet  T.  Cormier,  Inc.  has  moved. 
And  our  expanded  space  means  an  expanded  concept  of  well¬ 
being.  It  still  begins  with  a  concern  for  healthy  hair  and  cuts 
styled  just  for  you.  Plus  extra  services  like  perms,  coloring, 
manicures  and  skin  and  hair  care  tips.  And  now  it  includes 
massages  given  in  the  privacy  of  our  unique  massage  room. 

Cheer  up  and  calm  down  while  Kathleen,  Kevin  or  Jan  rub 
out  the  world  for  an  hour.  You’re  in  good  hands  at  Janet  T. 
Cormier,  Inc.  Treat  yourself  or  someone  you  care  for:  call 
266-0300  for  an  appointment— today. 

$5.00  OFF :  ONE  MASSAGE 

Our  introductory  offer:  bring  this  coupon  and  get  $5.00 
off  your  first  full-hour  massage.  Offer  expires  June  1. 

Experience  a  sense  of  well-being. 


^  279  Newbury  Street,  3rd  Floor,  Boston,  MA  021 16  266-0300  ^ 


Film - - - 

Spetters 

Coming  of  Age,  Dutch  Style 


Spelters.  Directed  by  Paul 
Verhoeven.  Written  by  Gerard 
Soetman.  With  Hans  von 
Tongeren,  Maarten  Spanjer,  Toon 
Agterberg,  Renee  Soutendijk.  Na¬ 
tionwide  on  cable  television  movie 
channels.  Check  local  listings. 

By  Michael  Bronski 

Spetters  is  about  three  young 
male  motorcycle  enthusiasts  com¬ 
ing  of  age  in  contemporary  Hol¬ 
land.  In  just  less  than  two  hours  we 
see  their  lives,  loves,  ambitions, 
failures,  sexual  problems,  family 
problems,  and  Finally  —  in  three 
multiple  climaxes,  this  being  a 
rather  sexual  film  —  their  life  deci¬ 
sions  as  they  symbolically  enter 
adulthood.  If  that  all  sounds  too 
familiar,  it’s  because  it  is.  The  most 
famous  example  of  this  genre  (and 
the  one  Spetters  most  resembles)  is 
the  1938  Three  Comrades.  But  the 
same  characters  and  story  have 
been  popping  up  ever  since,  most 
noticeably  in  Rebel  Without  a 
Cause  and  its  disco-ed  grandchild 
Saturday  Night  Fever.  Even 
Porky’s  borrowed  its  share  of 
material  from  this  malleable  and 
ever  popular  stockpile  of  types, 
cliches  and  situations. 

All  this  is  somewhat  unfair  to 
Spetters  which,  in  spite  of  all  its 
borrowings,  and  conventional 
form  manages  to  remain  remark¬ 
ably  fresh  and  original.  Director 
Verhoeven  seems  to  specialize  in 
turning  dogeared  plots  into  nice 
silky  purses  of  movies.  His  Kali 
Tipped  was  a  sensible,  if  not  totally 
sensitive,  redoing  of  the  old  “fallen 
woman”  syndrome.  Three  years 
ago  his  Soldier  of  Orange  managed 


to  remake  the  typical  Hollywood 
“young  men  on  the  brink  of  war” 
story  into  a  highly  enjoyable  and 
moving  film.  His  genius  seems  to  be 
in  taking  old  material  and  breathing 
a  modern  sensibility  into  it  without 
ever  losing  the  feel  or  tone  of  the 
original.  Spetters  is  no  different. 


The  “modern  sensibility”,  and 
what  makes  Spetters  stand  apart 
here,  is  its  sexual  frankness.  All  of 
the  characters  enjoy  a  sexual 
freedom  that  is  usually  only  hinted 
at  in  earlier  films.  They  couple, 
mate,  have  girlfriends,  even 
measure  one  another’s  cocks,  all  in 
full  view  (or  at  least  fuller  than 
what  we  are  used  to).  But  the  sex¬ 
uality  is  handled  so  naturally  that 
you  hardly  even  notice  it.  Unlike 
Porky’s  where  coming-of-age 
means  getting  laid,  the  romping  in 
Spetters  is  a  given,  it’s  only  a  part  of 
growing  up,  and  apparently  in 
Holland  —  if  the  film  is  an  indica¬ 
tion  —  this  is  taken  for  granted  by 
parents  and  teenagers  alike. 

In  modernizing  the  old  plot, 
writer  Gerard  Soeteman  has  made 
one  of  the  boys  gay  and  eventually 
has  him  come  out  (through  a  fairly 


dubious  plot  device)  during  the 
film.  And  while  this  is  a  nice  touch, 
it  points  to  a  conflict  between  the 
basic  material  and  director 
Verhoeven’s  sensibility.  The  genre 
has  traditionally  been  about  men 
and  their  relationships  with  one 
another.  Margaret  Sullivan  or 


Natalie  Wood  or  whoever  plays 
“the  girlfriend”  is  usually,  emo¬ 
tionally  at  least,  a  secondary 
character  (or  worse  yet,  a  plot 
device).  It  is  no  different  here. 
Renee  Soutendijk  plays  a  young 
woman  who,  when  she  is  not 
hustling  french  fries  at  cycle  races, 
sleeps  with  all  three  of  the  young 
men.  Still  typically  a  “man’s 
world”  through  and  through. 
What  is  peculiar,  and  the  one  gay 
character  makes  it  even  more  ob¬ 
vious,  is  that  Verhoeven  lavishes 
much  more  attention  on  the  boys’ 
lives,  minds,  and  bodies,  than  on 
the  women’s.  He  gives  the  movie  a 
real  homoerotic  and  homosexual 
appeal  that  undercuts  the  tradi¬ 
tional  heterosexual  plot  machina¬ 
tions.  It’s  too  bad  they  didn’t 
decide  to  go  all  the  way  and  just 
make  a  gay  version  of  the  standard 
story,  making  it  a  real  update. 

For  all  of  its  outspokenness  and 
sexual  frankness  Spetters  is  a  nice 
movie  about  three  boys  growing 
up.  The  middle  class  disenchant¬ 
ment  that  we  have  grown  used  to  in 
Hollywood  films  is  totally  absent 
here.  Except  for  the  gay  boy  whose 
father  is  a  religious  fanatic,  all  the 
young  people  and  their  parents 
seem  to  get  along  fine.  Everyone 
seems  relatively  comfortable  and 
contented,  well-fed,  and  well-kept. 
It’s  difficult  to  know  if  this  is  due  to 
socialism  or  is  just  the  Dutch  ver¬ 
sion  of  Hollywood’s  “ideal 
family.”  The  boys  are  so  generally 
good  natured,  sweet  and  pretty  that 
any  thought  conflict  with  state  or 
authority  would  be  out  of  place:  the 
boys  would  be  rebels  without  any 
claws.  Spetters  is  a  satisfyingly  old 
fashioned  sort  of  movie  with  the  ex¬ 
plicit  sexuality  of  more  contem¬ 
porary  films.  It’s  a  little  bit  closety, 
but  its  half  truthfulness  is  more  en¬ 
joyable  than  none  at  all. 


Liaison 

Continued  from  page  I 

geted  for  the  liaison  work,  Devine 
said. 

Devine’s  appointment  is  one  of 
several  overtures  the  Mayor’s  Of¬ 
fice  has  made  to  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community  in  the  past  year. 
Last  June,  Mayor  Kevin  White,  an 
unannounced  but  closely-watched 
possible  candidate  for  re-election 
this  fall,  responded  to  community 
pressure  by  hiring  McNaught  as 
his  own  liaison  to  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community.  In  June  of  1981, 
White  had  fired  then-liaison  Robin 
MacCormack,  saying  that  city 
financial  difficulties  made  it  im¬ 
possible  to  maintain  MacCor- 
rnack’s  $14,000-a-year  position. 
White  has  also  signed  an  Executive 
Order  barring  discrimination  in  ci¬ 
ty  employment  and  services  on  the 
basis  of  sexual  preference,  and  has 
approved  a  Fair  Housing  Ordi¬ 
nance  which  includes  sexual  pre¬ 
ference  in  its  protections  against 


housing  discrimination  in  the  city. 
He  has  also  approved  initiation  of 
the  Boston  Project  study  of  the 
needs  of  the  city’s  lesbian  and  gay 
communities. 


Cauldron 

Continued  from  page  / 

They’re  very  worried  about  theater 
fires.  1  understand  that  and  I  agree 
with  their  precaution.  What  1 
don’t  agree  with  is  their  attitude: 
they  give  you  the  runaround.  They 
won’t  offer  information  about  the 
codes  and  laws.  They  say  you  have 
to  hire  a  contractor  and  an  archi¬ 
tect.  So  you  can’t  get  information 
about  what’s  legal  for  free  or  very 
little  money.” 

“Also,  for  public  occupancy,  it 
doesn’t  matter  if  your  audience  is 
usually  ten  people  or  3000;  we 
have  to  deal  with  the  same  regula¬ 
tions  as  the  Shubert  Theater.” 


Kingsbury  said  five  plays 
scheduled  to  run  at  the  Cauldron 
this  spring  have  been  canceled,  but 
that  the  studio  will  be  open  for 
rehearsals  and  poetry  rituals.  The 
theater  will  also  be  open  Fridays 
from  3  to 6  p.nt.,  Saturdays  from  1 
to  4  p.nt.,  and,  after  April  27, 
Wednesdays  from  3  to  6  p.m.  so 
that  an  exhibit  of  charcoal  draw¬ 
ings  by  Priscilla  Stadler  can  be 
seen. 

Ashes,  Ashes,  We  All  Fall 
Down  by  At  the  Foot  of  the  Moun¬ 
tain  front  Minneapolis,  a  produc¬ 
tion  by  the  Performing  Arts  for 
Nuclear  Disarmament  Action 
(PANDA),  has  been  moved  to 
M.l.T.  on  April  18  &  19.  Call 
PANDA,  864-2552,  for  more  in¬ 
formation. 


SUBSCRIBE 

to 

GCN 


Page  14  •  Gay  Community  News,  April  23,  1983 


Classifieds- 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
When  you  were  one  and  twenty 
I  was  much  too  old 
But  now  that  I  am  forty-eight 
It  doesn't  seem  so  bold 
That  we  two  should  have  made  ourselves 
Essentially  just  one 
We  may  have  had  our  ups  and  downs 
but  most  of  it's  been  fun. 

And  now  I  guess  I'll  just  move  on 
And  let  you  have  a  fling. 

Take  off  and  visit  other  lands 
Oh  bird  with  untied  wing. 

It's  time,  it’s  time 
To  take  a  rest. 

You  try  another. 

I've  had  the  best. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. 

HI  DRIP  DRY! 

Come  up  and  see  me  sometime. 

We  could  do  wonderful  laundry 
together. 

Love,  Sqeaky  Clean. _ (39) 

ARE  YOU  MY  TYPE? 

GWM  25,  gdlkng.  5'8",  138,  muscular 
swimmers  build,  sks  friends  &  sex 
•  w/men  who  have  chronic  hepatitis  B  (or 
are  immune).  You're  20-40,  preferably 
beefcake  but  not  fat  (150-225),  sexually 
aggressive,  no  beard .  Paul  423-1 193.(39) 

BILL  —  MIT  DANCE 
I'm  sorry  we  didn’t  get  to  talk  again 
after  my  stint  at  the  door.  Please  get  in 
touch  with  me  at  GCN,  Box  5.  (c) 

GC  MOONSHINE  JP 
The  character  analysis  of  the  Watergate 
was  a  shortsighted  &  incomplete  tape 
lacking  insight  into  your  struggles  & 
aims.  Sorry  to  miscommunicate  8 
negate  the  depth  &  weight  of  your  fate. 
Respectfully,  RP.  (39) 

19  yr  old  Italian  gay,  attractive  gifted, 
active  &  passive,  Ikng  for  masculine 
guys  who  can  put  me  up  for  some  days 
or  weeks  in  Aug,  Sept  or  Oct.  Walter 
Caporale,  V.  Martiri  6  Ottobre  33,  66034 
Lanciano(Chieti)  Italy. _ (38  +  ) 

Dream  Meanings  —  What  does  that 
crazy  dream  mean?  To  find  out  send 
your  dream  w/$4  to  Al  Bouchard,  231 
Norfolk  St.,  Cambridge,  MA  02139.  (39) 
WANT  A  HEALTHY  MAN 
Single  Male,  29  wants  an  intimate 
physical  &  intellectual  relationship  w/a 
man  who  respects  his  uniqueness, 
spirituality,  and  other  people.  GCN  Box 
650. _ (39) 

CHRONIC  HEPATITIS  B  CARRIERS 
Support  group  forming  to  explore  & 
share  feelings  of  loneliness,  anger, 
guilt,  &  depression.  You  are  not  alone. 
Charles  Hannagan  262-4194.  (39) 

Singer  (countertenor/tenor)  Ikng  for 
soulmate  lutenist/guitarist  to  form  prof 
duo.  Where  you  live  —  near  Boston  or 
far,  far  awav  —  no  problem.  I  just  want 
to  connect  with  another  GM  who  loves 
music  as  I  do.  Please  write  Richard 
Strange,  56  Highland  Ave,  Fitchburg, 
M A  01420.  Know  ofjinyone?  (39) 

GBM  22,  Harvard  grad  student,  6’2", 
165,  attr,  nsmkr,  not  into  bars.  Interests 
are  broad  (from  ping-pong  to  Fr  lit)  and  I 
enjoy  good  conversations.  Would  like 
to  meet  GM  who  is  warm,  sensitive  and 
open.  GCN  Box  649.  (38) 


COUPLES  ENRICHMENT 
WEEKEND  FOR  GAY  MEN 

A  weekend  for  gay  male  couples 
seeking  to  establish  a  deeper  balance 
and  understanding  in  their  relationship. 

MAY  7  &  8 

Areas  to  be  explored: 

—  Communications 
—  Trust 
—  Values 

—  Problem  Solving 
—  Intimacy 
—  Control 

Leaders: 

Dan  Sorenson,  psychotherapist 
Fritz  Bell,  communications  consultant 

Registration:  $60  per  person, 
including  beds,  four  meals 

Walnut  Hill  Seminar  House 
Route  102,  Raymond,  N.H.  03077 
(50  miles  north  of  Boston) 
(603)  895-2437 


,  San  Francisco  man  (28)  wants  Boston 
buddy.  Visiting  Boston  in  May.  need 
place  to  stay  Memorial  Day  wknd  in 
P'twn  &  May  6th  wknd  Brimfield  area. 
Will  reciprocate.  Ted  Smith  724 
Fillmore  St,  SF,  CA  94117,  (415) 

861-5405. _ (39) 

GF  21  fairly  new  to  Boston's  Gay  Com¬ 
munity  wd  like  to  meet  gay  people  & 
have  a  good  time  around  Boston. 
Interested  in  younger  &  older  persons 
alike.  GCN  Box  651.  (40) 

S  &  M  Phone  Sex 
The  Nation's  First  S  &  M  Hotline 
A  unigue  telephone  experience 
Call  the  Connecter  (415)  346-8747.  (42) 

BY  MY  MISTRESS’  PERMISSION 
This  submiss  heavy  GF  sks  F  dom  for 
leather  scenes,  SM,  humil,  FF.  Wld  love 
to  worship  yr  blk  leather  boots  &  Irn  to 
serve  you.  My  limits  can  be  expanded 
by  a  tough  sexy  mistress.  Relationship 

possible  GCN  Box  652. _ (42?) 

Italian-lrish  GM  39  6'  175  lbs  dark  hair  & 
mustashed  quiet  computer  prf  new  to 
gay  scene  &  skng  handsome  yng  man 
for  friendship  &  affection.  Honest  & 
sincere  reply  GCN  Box  653  (43) 


HELP  KEEP  ABORTION  LEGAL! 
The  Coalition  for  Reproductive 
Freedom  is  sponsoring  a  pro-choice 
poster  campaign  on  the  city  subway 
system.  A  donation  of  $7  will  keep  one 
pro-choice  poster  on  the  MBTA  for  a 
month.  Contributions  should  be  sent  to 
the  Coalition  for  Reproductive 
Freedom,  P.O.  Box  686,  Jamaica  Plain, 
MA  02130. _ (c) 

WHERE  ARE  YOU  MY  FRIEND? 

Attr  prof  LF  29  intense,  independent, 
creative,  eminently  playful,  warm  & 
wise  sks  LF,  29+  w/compassion, 
warmth,  intelligence,  humor,  maturity 
who  enjoys  all  artistic,  spiritual,  In¬ 
tellectual  pursuits  &  can  appreciate  the 
art  of  romancing  a  neophyte.  GCN  Box 
644, _ (39) 

OLD-TIME  GCNers 

Former  staff  members,  editors,  board 
members,  volunteers,  writers.  We  want 
to  put  you  on  our  10th  Birthday  Mailing 
List  to  keep  you  informed  of  our  plans 
as  they  unfold.  Send  yr  current  name 
and  address  to  “10TH  BIRTHDAY  COM¬ 
MITTEE",  GCN,  167  Tremont  St., 
Boston,  MA  02111.  This  week  we  want 
to  hear  from  the  founders  and  early 
workers  on  the  paper  —  anyone  from 
the  Meetinghouse  Days!  If  you  have  old 
photos,  memorabilia,  documents,  or 
funny  stories,  send  them  to  our  Birth¬ 
day  Committee  Chairperson,  Eric  Rotes 
at  74r  Fayerweather  Street,  Cambridge, 
MA  02138.  All  items  will  be  preserved, 
displayed,  and  returned  (If  you  wish)  or 
included  in  the  soon-to-be-established 
GCN  Archives! 


CELEBRATE  GCN'S  10TH  BIRTHDAY 
The  big  celebration  Is  Friday  Night, 
June  17  at  the  YWCA  in  Copley  Square, 
Boston.  Please  come  to  Boston  for  the 
party  and  the  other  special  events! 

T-SHIRT  FREAKS 

GCN'S  special  10th  birthday  T-Shirt 
(and  poster)  will  be  availabe  on  May  1. 
Watch  the  paper  for  details! 


ASIAN  &  NON-ASIAN 

personal  ad  magazine 
U.S.  and  foreign  listings 
Send  $3  to: 

Pacific  Bridge 

Box  6328,  Dept.G 
San  Francisco,  CA  94101 


If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  GCN  Box 
number  in  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN, 
167  Tremont  St,  5th  FI,  Boston,  MA 
02111,  Attention:  Classifieds  Box 


ROOMMATES _ 

LF  prof  non  smk  sks  to  join/establish 
shared  housing  w/other  LFs, 
Camb/Somer  to  Burl/Bedf.  Pat, 
938-8843,  eves,  wknds _ (39) 

F  sks  share  in  clean  apt  w/gay  men, 
near  Kenmore  Sq  under  $175.  Maria 
437-0232. _ (39) 

CAPE  COD  SUMMER  RENTAL 

2  LF  sk  3rd  to  share  mid-Cape  3  bdrm 

hse  (rural-beaches-bar  close  by)  June 
1-Sept  1  $250/mo  inc  psbl  yr  round  after 
at  $160/+  (617)428-8151. _ (39) 

WALTHAM  — PROF  WOMAN  SEEKS 
same  to  share  2  bdrm  apt  near  T. 
$  172/mo  +  util,  avail  5/15.  891-5679 
after  6. _ (39) 

LF  responsible  25+  to  share  2  bdrm 
apt  in  Newton  Ctr  6/1.  $225  +  util.  If  in- 
terested  (617)965-5187  after  5  pm.  (40) 
By  the  Pru  —  quiet,  clean,  comfortable, 
secure  large  room  $60/wk.  For  respon¬ 
sible  person.  Please  no  drugs,  drags  or 
drinking.  Call  between  Sat  AM  &  Sun  5 

PM.  Thanks,  Greg  267-7422. _ (40) 

L  wntd  to  share  spacious  JP  apt 
w/veget  non-smkng  indep  quiet  L,  dog, 
cat.  Nr  T  &  Arboretum.  $163  +  util. 

524-461 L _ _ (40) 

Female  to  share  2  bdrm  apt  in  Somer¬ 
ville  $200/mo  inc  heat,  hot  water,  porch, 
washer  &  dryer,  close  to  T  628-1 125.(40) 
Watertown  hse  of  4  GM  sks  a  mature  in¬ 
telligent  &  enthusiastic  5th  to  live  in 
supportive  cooperative  environment. 
June  1,923-0695. _ (38) 

CAMB-ARL  LINE 

1  male  wanted  to  share  friendly 

supportive  coop  household  off  Mass 
Ave  w /  2  women,  1  man.  Pro-feminist 
non-homophobic.  $156+  Share  shopp¬ 
ing,  chores,  garden  space.  Sorry  no 
more  pets.  Call  648-3434.  (c) 

CLEARLY  WOMYN'S  SPACE 

3  wonderful,  loving  adult  dykes  Ikng  for 

a  4th.  We’ve  even  got  a  plus  for  you  —  2 
wonderful  girl  kids.  Lrg  gay- 
owned/managed  hse  in  gay  nghd.  Now, 
don’t  waste  time,  give  us  a  buzz  — 
quick!  825-4703  or  265-7881.  Oh!  Rent 
-$125+ _ (39) 

3  GM  sk  4th  to  share  Ige  So  End  hse. 
Prvt  bdrm,  laundry.  Approx  $300/mo. 
Jack  482-3224.  Early  PM  best  time.  (40) 

BEACON  HILL  SUMMERSUBLET 

2  lesbos  sk  3rd  for  3  bdr  apt.  Great  area, 

nr  Charles  St  &  river.  Avail  May  10  thru 
end  of  Aug,  200/mo  inc.  367-4906.  (40) 

F  sks  F  prof  or  grad  stud  for  2  br 
Brookline  apt  nr  T,  porch,  Idry  facility, 
no  pets,  $225  inc  util.  Lynn  731-0828. 
Keep  trying. _ ’ _ (40) 

3  LF  sk  2  more  25  +  share  progressive 

politics,  coop,  no  smoke  spacious  JP 
home  nr  Pond  &  T.  $100+  avail  6/1. 
227-7335  AM,  524-6209  PM. _ (40) 


carming  LF  sks  right  person  share 
rustic  hse  45  mi  So  of  Boston  Rte  25. 
$200/mo  less  possible  discount  for 
work  —  cut  wood,  weeding,  etc. 
947-3641. _ (39) 

3  LF  sk  4th  25  yrs  +  for  beautiful 
cooperative  house  in  Cambridgeport. 
No  smoke  semi-veg,  fireplace,  deck. 
162.50  +  .  Avail  May.  864-7572.  (39) 

Jamaica  Plain  2  LF  nonsmkrs  sk  1  to 
shr  lrg  5  rm  apt  piano  porches  neat  resp 
warm  hshld  no-  drugs/alcohol.  Nr  T 
130+  Doris  524-7441  (h)  253-7173(w) 
_ (3?) 

GM  sks  GM/LF  for  fully  furnished 
S.  End  apt  in  tacky  nghd.  Nice  rm, 
perfect  for  stdnt.  Smkr  OK,  no  pets. 
Must  be  stable/resp.  Quiet  bldg.  150  + 
phone  lets  talk.  Randy  266-5853.  Keep 
trying.  Avail  4-15-83. _ (39) 

LF  musician  sks  LF  to  shre  2  br  Bel¬ 
mont  apt  on  T  bus  In  $127.50  +  util.  No 
cigs  or  pets.  I  have  3  cats.  Jean 
484-3692  avail  4-25. _ (39) 

2  LFs  sk  rmte  for  beaut  JP  apt  1  blk  frm 
Pond.  Frndly  indep  resp  hsehold.  205 
+  .  Brand/Bonnie  522-5461  or  522-4321. 
_ (37) 

L,  29,  sks  resp  L  to  share  warm,  comfor¬ 
table  apt  in  hse  in  Belmont.  Trees,  yard, 
porches.  Poss  car-sharing  arrange¬ 
ment:  Mine  or  yours.  AA,  OA,  AL-ANON 
women  particularly  welcome.  $255  ea. 
No  pets  .  . .  Michele  727-6876/489-0296. 
For  5/1. _ (40) 

GM  RMTE  WNTD,  POSS  RELT 
Arl,  priv  home  Ikng  4  reltshp,  me  47, 
6'6"  185  ave  Iks  beer  levi  smk  type.  U 
25-35  ave  Iks  slim,  150/mo  +  Vi  util, 
must  hip  paint  &  clean.  646-0303.  (42) 

GWF  32  sks  GF/GM  30+  prof  resp 
clean  neat  consdrt  frndly  indep  for  3  br 
dup  Billerica  $270  +  utils.  Discreet,  Ig 
yd,  must  Ik  dog.  Smkr  OK.  Stability 
desired.  Tell  me  about  yrself.  GCN  Box 
648.  ASAP  avail  now  ASAP. _ (39) 

Lg  coop  home  Allston  sk  1,  poss  2,  LFs 
4-1-83.  Great  location,  big  yd,  grdn 
space.  $150+  Nancy  or  Emily  782-0599. 
_ (38) 

LF  wntd  for  lrg  sunny  2  br  apt  nr  Monu¬ 
ment  &  T  in  JP.  Share  food,  no  smoke 
no  pets  $175+  avail  May  1.  Sue 
524-7271  (H)  522-9292  (W)  sublet  poss. 
_ (38) 

INTRODUCTIONS 

Phone  Sex 

A  unique  telephone  experience 
connecting  gay  men  together 
around  the  world  (415)346-8747.  (42) 

RESORTS _ 

P'TOWN  CONDO 

Cozy  1  bed  duplex  in  East  End  on  Brad¬ 
ford  fully  furnished  &  equipt  except 
towels  &  sheets.  Quiet  location  pkng 
$175/wk  in  May,  $225/wk  in  June, 
$250/wk  July.  Max  2  people,  small  sec 
dep  req  (617)  236-1292. _ (42) 

SUMMER  IN  PROVINCETOWN 
Deluxe  furn  1  ($4500)  or  2  ($5500)  bdrm 
apt  avail  May  15  thru  Oct  10  w/liv  rm  kit 
large  deck  overlkng  Commercial  St  nr 
boatslip  waterview  ref  req.  Lowell  after 
6  pm  (617)426-4072. _ (41) 

Ptown  spcl  for  1-2  women  1  bdrm  apt 
quiet  Eastnd,  pkng,  5  min  ctr,  2  blk  Bay 
avail  Apr/May  to  6/15  excpt  Mem  wkd. 
Wkly  160,  wknd  69  F,S,S.  (617)  487-2147. 

(40) 

Buccaneer  private  bath  TV  near  dis¬ 
count  stores  ocean  McDonalds.  Free 
coffee  exercise  bike  weights  40  ft  warm 
indr  pool.  US  1,  3  mi  N  Ogunquit, 
$20/cpl  offseason.  (207)646-2140.  (39) 


VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 
Cozy  rooms  for  lesbians  &  gay  men  in 
our  1820  village  home.  Closing  Mar.  15 

—  May  15.  Thanks  to  our  winter  guests 

—  see  you  in  summer.  Dave  &  Mike. (43) 

P  TOWN'S  PLAZA  GUEST  HOUSE 
Escape  from  the  big  city  &  spend  a  day 
or  two  at  the  Plaza,  11  Pearl  St.  We  are 
open  year  round,  central  location. 
Share  bath,  free  parking,  morning  cof¬ 
fee.  Off-season  rates:  16  sing,  22  dbl. 
Reserv  487-1818.  (39) 

THE  RETREAT 
Formerly  Falls  Village  Inn 
A  place  for  women,  rooms  in  old  col¬ 
onial  home,  3  fireplaces,  pool,  tennis 
court,  woods,  river,  reasonable  rates. 
Women  owned  and  managed 
For  resv  call  (203)  824-7479 

(44) 


REAL  ESTATE 

BEACON  HJLL:  MT  VERNON  ST. 
Unique  condo  cloistered  on  top  of  hill. 
Beautifully  renovated  former  stable 
w/sparkling  liv-dinrm  w/sliding  glass 
doors  to  priv  Idscapd  garden  w/deck. 
Unusual  spaces:  2  levels:  loft; 
skylights;  custom  oak  bkshelves;  2-3 
bdrms,  1  w/sundeck;  2  frpls;  cent  air; 
Idry;  114  bths.  By  owner.  $225,000. 
861-1434  evenings. _ (40) 

MOVERS 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year. 

No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
_ MDPU  Number  23733 _ 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MDPU  #  24430 
Tel  661-2958. 

(23) 


FOR  SALE _ 

GAY  ART  IN  PROGRESS 
Gay  collage  portfolio-in-progress  by 
touring  Chicago  visual  artist,  The  Rane. 
Three  works  in  series  now  available, 
signed  &  numbered.  $15  postpaid. 
Orders  to  Mr.  Arroyo  PO  Bx  1791, 
Pawtucket,  Rl  o2862. _ _  (40) 

GAY  COMPUTER  GAME 
Vapor  Palace  like  a  hot  time  at  the 
baths.  For  most  home  computers.  For 
information  send  SASE.  Bananasoft  PO 
Box  231 18  Seattle,  WA  98102.  (42) 

EVERYTHING  MUST  GO 
Screen  printing  &  clothes  dying 
business  must  liquidate  T  shirts,  ink, 
screens,  equipment,  251b  washer,  501b 
dryer  (gas),  etc.  etc.  Ralph  357-5334. 

(38) 

IMMEDIATE  HERPES  RELIEF 
LSO-1  Cream  hospital-doctor  prvn 
$17.95.  Also  available  LYSINE  $5.50. 
MO,  VISA/MC  only  Add  $1.50  shipping. 
Nutrabiotics,  Box  1247V  Capitola  CA 
95010. _ (40) 

APARTMENTS 

Brookline:  2  fmly  hs,  Ig  5  rm  apt 
w/porch,  yd,  sun,  hdwd  firs.  Wondrfl  st. 
Quiet,  T,  stores.  May  15.  1  or  2  LFs. 
$530+  566-6136. _ (39) 

Dorchester:  5  rm  apt  $275.  Spacious  & 
clean.  1  mo  sec  dep  req.  Utils  &  heat 
sep.  282-4371  or  491-4110. _ (39) 

ALL  APARTMENT  ADS,  even  if  you  rent 
space  in  your  own  home,  are  business 
ads  and  must  be  paid  for  at  the 
business  rate  (see  form). 


TIRED  OF  PAYING  HI  RENT? 

Move  to  beautiful  Dorchester.  5  rm  apt. 
eat  in  kitch,  own  occ  2  blks  to  T  avail 
5/1.  Heat  &  util  not  inc.  375/mo. 
825-4823.  _  (39) 

East  Boston  —  newly  renovated  1 
bdrm,  eat-in  kitch,  tile  tub-shower. 
$350/mo  inc  heat  &  hot  water.  1  block  to 
TBIue  Line.  569-6143. _ (40) 

So  End  Chester  Pk,  rest  Viet  1. 100  sq  ft, 
2  br  1  '4  B  mod  K,  DW.  Dsp  sep  DR  area, 
hwf,  sunny  spotless  must  be  seen!  Pets 
OK,  no  fee  353-1590,  359-0892.  (39) 

Dorch  nr  Red  Line  2  GWM  hav  furn  rm 
rent  mat  respn  person  Kitch  use  inc 
wshg  mach.  No  drgs,  pts,  booz,  or 
butts.  $55/wk,  sec  dep,  refs  (617) 
265-1559  noon-5,  M-F  anytime  wknds. 
Avail  May. _  (39) 

SOUTH  END  APT 

2LF  sk  2  LF  nonsmok  share  supp  & 
indep  btf  4  br  apt  250  inc  heat  w&d  no 
sec  dep  nec  avail  June  1  247-2316  or 
783-1573  eves. _ (40) 

Jamaica  Plain:  2  BR  apt  in  own-occ  3 
fam.  Sunny  larg  rms,  mod  bth.  Avail 
now.  $450/mo  inc  util.  524-0837.  (40) 

SERVICES _ 

INTERIOR  PAINTING 
Top  quality  workmanship,  reasonable 
prices.  Free  estimates.  Dave  or  Tom 
723-3641, _ (41) 

H  &  F  ASSOC  —  A  HEALING  TOUCH 
Therapeutic  massage  for  gay  men, 
women,  &  their  friends.  Deep  tissue 
Shiatsu,  Foot  Reflexology.  By  appt. 
Hadassah:  (617)522-9164.  ___  (42) 

GAY  MEN'S  THERAPY  GROUP 
Has  openings.  Focus  is  on  self- 
awareness,  intimacy,  &  relationships. 
For  info  call  Francis  Giambrone 
451-1398  /  661-4070. 


THERAPY  GROUP  FOR  LESBIANS 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Counseling  Services  is 
now  forming  a  support  group  for  les¬ 
bians  in  close  relationships  with  incest 
survivors  (lovers,  friends,  family  mem¬ 
bers).  For  info  &  appt  call  GLCS,  (617) 
542-5188.  Sliding  fee  scale,  insurance 
accepted. _ (c) 

THERAPY  GROUPS  FOR  GAY  MEN 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Counseling  Services  is 
now  forming  general  issues  &  coming 
out  therapy  groups  for  gay  men.  For  in¬ 
fo  &  appt  call  GLCS,  (617)  542-5188. 
Sliding  fee  scale,  insurance  accepted. 

(c) 

Custom  Furniture 
Designed  and  Built 
Joan  Friedman 
(617)  783-2298  Weekends 

(IKl) 

HOUSECLEANING  BOSTON  AREA 

Home,  Condos,  Apt,  Office 
Have  References 

Call  James  782-7615. _ (15) 

WebWork,  a  contact  &  friendship  net¬ 
work  for  women  in  New  England.  Send 
SASE  to  Box  131-G,  Calais,  ME  04619. 

(ID 


CHILDCARE 

Quality  childcare  in  my  home  on  Bea¬ 
con  Hill.  Days  &  some  eves  avail.  Barb, 
523-3772.  You’ll  be  glad  you  called,  and 
so  will  your  very  special  child. 


Classified  deadline,  Tues.  noon.  All  ads  must  be  Display  Classifieds  (boxed  ads):  $12  per  column  inch, 
prepaid.  No  ads  accepted  by  phone.  GCN  is  a  Please  circle  category  ad  is  to  run  under, 
national  paper,  include  area  code  with  phone  accommodations  apartments  for  sale 

numbers.  All  apartment  ads,  even  if  you  rent  space  in  instruction  job  opportunities  jobs  wanted 

your  own  home,  are  business.  Make  check  or  M.O.  just  friends  lost*  found  miscellaneous 

payable  to  Gay  Commun/Ty  News,  167  Tremont  St.,  movers  organizations  penpals 

5th  FI,  Boston,  MA  02111.  personals  prisoners  publications 

Business:  $6  00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  units  per  REAL  estate  resorts  rides 

,  ,  ers  i  U  ,  ,  LJ  nn  ROOMMATES  SERVICES  WANTED 

line),  50c  for  each  additional  line  Headlines  are  $1.00 

for  25  units.  Headlines . at  $  per  wk.  $ 

Non-Business:  $4  50  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  units  per  Firct  4  lines  at 

line);  each  additional  line  25c.  Headlines  50c  for  25  Each  additjonal  |ine  at 

uni,s  Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1.C 

Box  numbers  are  $1 .00  for  6  weeks,  you  may  pick  up  Forward  Rox  No  at 

l  _  per 

wk 

wk 

$  i 

l  per 

$ 

10/6  weeks 

00/6  weeks 

$  | 

$ 

mail  at  tne  GCN  ottice  Mon.-i-n  ,  iu-b.  it  you  wisn  _ _ 

your  mail  forwarded,  the  rate  is  $4.00  for  6  weeks,  mon  s  orwar  in9  a 

$6  00  for  3  months  Mail  is  forwarded  at  the  end  of  Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run 

the  3rd  and  6th  weeks.  TOTAL  ENCLOSED 
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Address  Zip  Phon 

Please  print  neatly,  use  shaded  area  for  headlines  and  additional  1 

$ 

$ 

ate  _ 

e  ! 

nes.  | 
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Counseling  for  Individuals, 
Couples  and  Groups 
Career  Assessment 

BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 
Copley  Square 
(617)739-7803 
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.We- NWMF,  PO  Box  1568 
Bloomington,  IN  47402 
JUNE  3,4.5. 1983 


k  national  ~ 


festival 


•CONCERTS  •  FINE  ARTS 

•  WORKSHOPS  •  OPEN  MIC 
•  NETWORKING 

Performers  Include: 

-Nancy  Brooks 
-Ginni  Clemmons 
-Therese  Edell 
&  Betsy  Lippitt 
-Maxine  Feldman 
•Jasmine 
•Holly  Near 
•Odetta 
•Judy  Reagan 
•Ann  Reed 
•Reel  World 
String  Band 
•Jane  Sapp 
•Linda  Tillery 
&  Adrienne  Tort 

NEW  EVENTS  FOR  ’83 

•  Classical  Showcase  of  w omen- 
composed  music. 

•  “Mail  Art"  exhibit  &  sales  - 
great  Festival  mementos! 
Proceeds  fund  Best  of  Show 
awards  for  Fine  Arts  exhibit.  Mail 
"uniquely  you"  greetings  to  the 
Festival  Be  at  the  NWMF  in  spirit, 
if  not  in  person! 

Charter  busloads 
encouraged  -  contact  us 
tor  special  Festival  pass 
infol 

Produced  bv  Women  In  The  Arts/ 
NWMF.  Inc.  a  non-profit  organization 


! 


InmiiniiiHiiiiitimiiiiiiiiiiiiititHininiifiiuit 

TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
I]  (Alexander  Berfcman,  Prison  Memoirs  ol  an 
|  Anarchist). 


iBeing  black,  female,  gay.  and  a  convict 
■is  a  bit  much  for  prejudiced  minds  to 
[handle, but  it  should  not  be  a  handicap 
[for  those  sharing  some  of  those 
[qualities.  I'm  looking  for  sensitive,  in 
[telligent, strong-minded  women  to 
[correspond  with.  I  am  a  six  foot  Leo 
[woman  into  writing  and  spiritual  ex 
[ploration.  Send  some  sweet  stories  and 
lintellectual  conversation  and  you'll 
Ireceive  the  same  Renee  HOLMES, 
]  13415,  1479  Collins  Ave.,  Marysville 

I  OH  43040. _ _ 

I I  am  lonely  here  in  this  god  forsaken 

I  hell  hole.  I  just  got  out  of  maximum 
[where  I  did  4  months  for  an  argument  I 
]  had  in  the  serving  area.  I  was  cuffed, 
(shackled,  and  chained  and  then  dragg 
|ed  out  of  my  unit.  I  would  like  to  write  to 
|  women  over  21  I'm  from  Boston  on  T re 
Imont  St.  Alice  THOMPSON,  Box  99 
[Framingham, MA  01701.  _  _ 


/T>-  -TV 


Irv 
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JOBS  WANTED 

FINANCE  MAJOR  SEEKS  JOB 
Babson  College  Jr  nds  FT  summer  job 
in  banking-finance-investments  field 
Boston  area.  Class  rank  10/330.  Gay 
Alliance  pres.  Honor  societies, 
newspaper  staff.  Box  A,  Babson  Park, 
MA  02157  for  resume. _  (39) 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

HELP  WANTED:  GCN's  advertising 
dept  is  looking  for  sales  representa¬ 
tives.  Flexible  hours.  Commission  on 
all  sales.  Ideal  for  students,  person 
looking  for  supplemental  income.  Con¬ 
tact  Hershey  at  426-4469.  BUT  WAIT! 
THERE'S  MORE  .  .  .  

GCN  SPECIALS 

PAINT  THE  TOWN  LAVENDER 
Well,  not  really  lavender,  but  close.  We 
need  paint  rollers  &  pans,  paint  brushes 
(used  or  not)  and  eggshell/latex  paint. 
Please  call  Mike  for  info  on  possible 
colors  .  .  .  chartreuse  anyone??? 
426-4469  and  thank  you.  _ 

MORE  ON  THE  PAINT 
GCN's  typesetter  doesn't  like  char¬ 
treuse,  doesn't  even  know  what  color  it 
is!!  Wants  some  soothing-color  paint 
to  calm  the  nerves! ! ! ! _ 

FULL  SPEED  AHEAD  BACKWARDS!! 
Once  more  we  request  your  help  in  sup¬ 
plying  back  issues  of  our  beloved  rag. 
We're  collecting  stuff  for  our  tenth 
birthday,  so  we  need  copies  of  the  older 
issues,  vols  1-4,  especially  the  follow¬ 
ing:  Vol  1:#25;  Vol  3:  #23,  26,  33,  41,  43, 
45-47,  51,  52;  Vol  4:  #1,3,  5,  6,  12,  48.  Let 
Mike  know  if  you  want  to  throw  any  of 
these  issues  our  way.  426-4469.  Thank 
you.  1 

TYPESETTING 

Want  the  best???  Be  among  the  chosen 
few  for  whom  GCN  will  have  time  to 
perform  typesetting  wonders:  We  can 
typeset  your  resume,  flier,  brochure, 
newsletter.  You  name  it!  Reasonable 
rates.  Call  426-4469  and  ask  for  Cindy 
or  Nancy  Wechsler  for  further  info. 

GOT  A  NOSE  FOR  NEWS? 

AN  EYE  FOR  VIEWS? 

You  too  can  become  a  counterculture 
Clark  Kent  and/or  Lois  Lane.  GCN  is 
looking  for  a  few  good  news  reporters 
to  cover  city  and  regional  beats  outside 
of  our  own  little  Boston.  We  can’t  pay 
you  e  cent,  but  you’ll  get  a  nifty  press 
card  and  all  the  social-climbing  advan¬ 
tages  of  being  able  to  identify  yourself 
as  a  reporter  for  GCN!  All  this  PLUS 
you’ll  get  to  talk  to  the  charming  and 
suave  news  editor.  Don’t  wait!  Call  or 
write  today!!  Contact  Sue  at  GCN,  167 
Tremont  St.,  Boston,  02111  or  dial  (617) 
426-4469. 


GCN  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  PRISONER 
PROJECT 

We  send  free  papers,  books  (when  they 
are  donated  and  when  money  for 
postage  is  donated)  and  run  free  penpal 
ads.  (There’s  sometimes  a  long  waiting 
list  because  of  limited  space.)  Little  by 
little  as  we  get  more  volunteer  labor 
power  we’ll  be  looking  for  other  ways  to 
support  lesbians  and  gay  men  behind 
bars.  If  you  can  help  with  your  time  or  a 
contribution  (of  money  or  paperbacks), 
please  send  to  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Prisoner  Project,  do  GCN,  167  Tremont 
St.,  5th  Fl„  Boston,  MA  02111.  Thanks! 


Prisoner  looking  for  people  to  write. 
Hobbies  include  weight-lifting,  elec¬ 
tronics, dreaming  about  traveling. 
Please  write  Johnny 

LONGAKER, 017701, #1502,  P.O.Box 
1100, Avon  Park,  FL  33825. 


ismml 


I  have  written  some  essays  on  theater 
and  prisons  and  on  being  gay  in  prison 
and  would  like  to  submit  them  to  you 
Also  it  would  be  nice  to  have  someone 
to  write.  Thanks  a  lot  for  all  you  do  for 
us  here  inside.  Terry  HEITMAN,  929 
Robberson.  Springfield.  MO  65804 


My  hobbies  are  reading  and  letter 
writing.  I  don't  care  how  old  you  are  or 
what  color  your  skin  is.  Why  should  it 
matter  if  we  are  lonely  and  seeking  out 
other  people  to  share  our  thoughts 
with?  If  you  want  to,  write  Marvin 
BROCKETT,  04206-164,  Box  1000, 
Marion,  IL  62959. 


I'm  starting  to  take  some  college 
courses  and  would  like  to  write  to  some 
like-minded  people.  Maybe  I  can  learn 
something  from  them  about  the  college 
business,  especially  history  and 
science.  I'd  like  to  be  a  teacher  even¬ 
tually.  Larry  CLAY,  5323.  P.O.Box  41, 
Michigan  City  IN  46360. 

Down  to  earth  person.  Would  like  to 
hear  from  all  who  are  interested.  Avent 
COLLINS,  Camp  24  Ext.,  52383,  Par- 
chman  MS  38738. 


Would  like  to  correspond  with  gay  men 
or  lesbians.  I  collect  stamps.  Sherman 
MORGAN.  122985,  Box  779,  Marquette 
Ml  49855. 


My  interests  are  many.  Looking  for  so¬ 
meone  who  can  relate  to  the  loneliness 
a  guy  must  endure  in  an  alien  society 
such  as  a  prison.  I  am  in  search  of 
nothing  more  than  friendship  Billy 
WILCHER.  165734,  Box  45699. 
Lucasville  OH  45699 


LET  THERE  BE  LIGHT! 

Various  GCN  staff  members  are  being 
subjected  to  flourescent  lights  against 
their  will.  Please  help  alleviate  this 
desperate  situation.  Please  send  us 
your  extra  incandescent  table  or  floor 
lamps.  Thanks.  Call 

Mike,  Cindy  or  Nancy  at  426-4469. 

Art  department  needs  a  drafting  board 
so  they  can  gaily  align  ("straighten”) 
the  rag  more  quickly  on  thurs  eve.  and 
get  out  of  here  before  midnight  (when 
the  mice  take  over).  Call  Mike  or  Sherry 
at  426-4469.  Thanks. 

If  you  have  paperback  (especially  gay) 
books  that  you've  read  and  don't  want, 
the  Prisoner  Project  would  like  them  to 
send  out  to  prisoners:  Fiction  or  non¬ 
fiction,  gay  or  straight;  many  of  our 
prisoner  readers  are  in  for  "crimes  of 
love”  (outdoor  sex,  man/boy  sex,  etc.), 
and  books  on  these  subjects  are  much 
sought.  Please  call  Mike  at  426-4469 

ORGANIZATIONS 

GAY  MEN'S  COVEN 
Kathexis  Anthropos  regular  meetings, 
Gardnerian  coven  exploring  gay  men's 
spirituality.  Box  4538  Sunnyside,  NY 
11104.  NYC  area.  (42) 

IDENTITY  HOUSE 

Lesbian,  gay,  bi,  peer  counseling  and 
groups.  Rap  groups:  2:30-5  pm  Sat.  for 
women,  and  Sun.  for  men.  Free  walk-in 
counseling,  Sun.-Tues.  6-10pm.  Dona¬ 
tions  accepted.  544  Ave.  of  Americas, 
NYC.  (212)  243-8181. _ 

Are  you  interested  in  forming  a  gay 
Communal  Retirement  Center?  Join 
others  in  the  Ganymede  Society  who 
are  forming  now.  Write:  Ganymede 
Society,  do  Karl  Volk,  43  Whittier  Blvd, 
Poughkeepsie,  NY  12603. 

New  women's  media  gp  committed  to 
lesb.  education  outreach  thru  media 
sks  mems.  Need  assistance  w/market- 
ing,  graphic  design,  fundraising,  media 
work.  Letter  of  interest  SJor  resume  to 
Women's  Educational  Media,  Inc.,  36 
Colwell  Ave.,  Brighton,  MA  02135. 
367-2086.  (8) 

WOMEN  PRINTERS 

Typesetters,  press  operators,  strippers, 
bindery-workers  are  invited  to  join  us  in 
regular  potluck  meetings.  Compare 
notes  about  your  job  —  hear  informal 
talks  on  occupational  safety,  union 
organizing,  etc.  —  help  work  on  a  news¬ 
letter  and  other  projects.  For  meeting 
times  and  locations  call  547-5038. 

DO  YOU  SECRETLY  LUST 
After  wimmin  in  black  habits?  Do  you. 
picture  your  soul  liberally  sprinkled 
with  black  specks  reminding  you  of 
your  venial  sins?  Do  you  feel  guilty 
whenever  you’re  enjoying  yrsf?  Con¬ 
fess!  Join  ex-Catholic  dykes  group.  Call 
Jil  426-4469. 


I  would  really  love  to  get  some  gay 
reading  in  here  and  if  possible  a  penpal 
would  be  a  great  pleasure.  Richard 
EMBER.127238,  Deep  Meadow  CRR 
Center,  State  Farm,  VA  23160. 


Looking  for  a  friend.  I  enjoy  quiet  times 
and  lonely  walks  in  the  woods  and 
good  friends.  Richard  ODOM,  44480, 
Unit  24  Ext.,  Parchman  MS  38738. 


I  got  here  for  man  boy  love  and  now  am 
swinging  toward  man  man  love.  Anyone 
who  wants  to  write  would  be  ap¬ 
preciated.  Thank  you  very  much  for 
everything  your  paper  has  done  for  me. 
I  came  out  last  year  and  thought  I  was 
the  only  gay  around.  Your  paper  helped 
me  to  see  that  I  am  gay  and  love  it! 
Thanks  to  you  all.  James  TORGET,  3102 
E  Highland  Ave.,  N-21,  Patton,  CA 
92369. 


Artist,  loves  music,  reading.  Seeking 
correspondence.  Anywhere,  any  age  or 
race.Amos  BLAND,  076644,  Box  1100 
#1570, Avon  Park  FL  33825. 


I  first  noticed  I  was  gay  at  the  age  of 
nine  and  have  been  enjoying  boys  and 
men  ever  since.  I  would  sure  like  to 
write  someone  (boy  or  man)  I  enjoy 
writing  letters  and  especially  getting 
them  and  promise  to  answer  all.  Ken¬ 
neth  Bruce  MILLER,  287314,  Box  1000. 
Steilacoom,  WA  98388. 


Young,  lonely  and  in  prison.  Good  per¬ 
sonality  and  in  good  shape.  I  enjoy  your 
newspaper,  and  I  feel  its  type  of 
readers  are  my  type  of  people.  Stan 
PELKY,  C32945,  Box  2000,  Vacaville  CA 
95696. 


I  am  seeking  open-minded  cor¬ 
respondence  with  all  attractive  TVs  and 
TSs  with  possible  meeting  later  on. 
Also  any  submissive  gays  into  B/D 
Jules  VANDELENE,  17565,  22-3-C,  Box 
30,  Pendleton,  IN  46064 


I'm  very  honest  and  loyal  with  my 
friends,  love  to  smile  and  have  friends 
with  me.  I  like  the  outdoor  life  and 
animals.  William  HEASLET.  257579,  Rt 
3  Box  59,  K-2-27,  Rosharon  TX  77583 


On  death  row  at  24.  I'll  write  to  anyone 
who'll  write  to  me  Frankie  GUINAN, 
Box  900,  CP-18,  Jefferson  City  MO 

65102. _ 

I'm  appealing  to  anyone  who 
understands  the  true  meaning  of 
loneliness.  Even  though  I'm  confined. 
I’m  still  a  human  being  and  I  too  have 
feelings  Paul  STARKS,  149-906.  Box 
45699.  Lucasville  OH  45699 


Charles  DUNCAN.  #49913,  U/25, 
Parchman,  MS,  38738 


NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing 
gay  civil  rights  group  in  the  country! 
The  National  Gay  Task  Force  works 
with  a  professional  staff  on  media  rep¬ 
resentation,  national  legislation,  infor¬ 
mation  clearinghouse,  religious  re¬ 
forms,  corporate  non-discrimination 
work  —  join  now.  $20  membership  ($5 
limited  income)  includes  Newsletter. 
NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601,  New 
York,  NY  10011. 

BOSTON  LESBIAN/GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  a  liturgy  for 
Lesbian/Gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street 
Church  (Boston),  right  side  entrance  on 
Arlington  St.,  at  5:30  pm.  For  info  call 
Dignity/Boston  MF  7-10  pm.  Sun  2-5  pm, 
536-6518.  DIGNITY/BOSTON,  355 
Boylston  St  .  Boston.  MA  021 16.  (c) 

GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC 
When  you're  in  New  York,  give  us  a  call 
for  the  latest  information  in  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to,  where 
to  stay,  what  group  to  contact,  and 
which  businesses  to  patronize.  Call  us 
to  rap  or  just  to  say  hello.  (212)  777-1800 
from  noon  til  midnight. _ 

GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar, 
call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11, 
Camb,  MA  02238. 

D.O.B. 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass 
A v,  Camb,  Old  Bap.  Raps  evry  Tues, 
Thurs  8  pm;  35  pis  rap  2nd  Wed,  last  Frl. 
8  pm  &  3rd  Sat.  7  pm;  Parents  &  Co¬ 
parents  rap  1st  &  3rd  Mons,  8  pm.  Soft- 
ball  evry  Sun  3  pm  Apr-Sept,  weathr 
permtng.  Magazine  Fid.  Bimonthly  mag 
FOCUS  $8.  Mnthly  social  &  fndraisng 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. 

PUBLICATIONS 

GAY  SEX— EXCITING  NEW  BOOK 
This  book  shows  positions  seldom  con¬ 
sidered.  A  must  for  your  library.  Send 
$4.95  to  Quality  Pub  Dept  106.  Box  542, 
Morongo  Valley,  CA  92256.  (40) 

Special  issue  of  CHANGES  on 
Socialism  and  Feminism  published 
jointly  by  International  Socialists  and 
Solidarity:  A  Socialist-Feminist  Net¬ 
work.  Includes  article  by  Nancy 
Wechsler  on  the  lesbian/gay  move¬ 
ment,  Wally  Sillanpoa  on  personal 
politics  as  well  as  articles  on  women's 
liberation,  reproductive  rights,  women 
and  the  disarmament  movement,  and 
more.  Available  for  $2.50  (includes 
postage)  from  SOLIDARITY,  725  O'Far¬ 
rell  #35,  SF,  CA  94109  or  from  Nancy 
Wechsler  c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02111. 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


Subscribe  to  BIG  MAMA  RAG,  a  month¬ 
ly  feminist  newsjoumal.  $6  per  year. 
$10  outside  the  U.S.  FREE  to  prisoners. 
Contact  BMR,  1724  Gaylord,  Denver 
CO  80206. _ _ 

GRAB  ITT 

Read  In  These  Times,  the  independent 
national  socialist  newspaper  Each 
week  brings  fresh  and  responsible  soc¬ 
ialist  analyses  of  critical  issues  &  uni¬ 
que  features.  Congressperson  John 
Conyers  says  we  re  "invaluable.''  SF 
Supervisor  Harry  Britt  supports  us.  Why 
don’t  you  read  us?  6  mo  sub/10.95.  In 
These  Times,  1509  N.  Milwaukee,  Dept 
A,  Chicago,  IL  60622.  (29)  (30x) 

FOCUS 

A  Journal  for  Lesbians.  America's  old¬ 
est  literary  mag  for  lesbians.  11  yrs  con¬ 
tinuous  publication.  Fiction,  poetry,  re¬ 
views,  essays,  graphics.  Quality  our  on¬ 
ly  criterion.  Submissions  as  well  as 
subscriptions  always  welcome.  Or 
come  see  us,  first  Weds  of  the  month. 
7pm  at  OCBC,  1151  Mass  Av,  Camb,  MA 
02138,  or  DOB  office.  $8/yr  for  6  issues. 
$1.35  + 40c  postage  for  sample  copy. 
$10/yr  for  libraries.  Plain  envelope.  For 
further  info  (617)  259-0063. _ 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical  news¬ 
weekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and  minor¬ 
ity  struggles,  and  international  pro¬ 
gressive  movements.  Special  offer  4  is¬ 
sues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept.  GCN, 
33  W  17th  St.,  NY  NY  10011. _ (ex) 

Monthly  calendar  of  women’s  events  In 
Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont, 
$1  for  sample  issue,  $7.50  per  year. 
Write:  Full  Circle,  P.O.  Box  235,  Con- 
toocook,  NH  03229. _ (15) 

PLEXUS 

San  Francisco  Bay  Area  Women's 
Newspaper  since  1974  brings  you  mon¬ 
thly  feminist  news,  reviews,  features, 
community  forum,  calendar  &  more. 
Subs  are  just  $8/yr;  sample  copy  $1.  545 
Athol  Ave.,  Oakland,  CA  94606.  (1/mo) 

New  Spring  lesbian/feminist  annotated 
booklist  for  $1.00.  Womansplace  Book¬ 
store,  (GCN)  2401  N.  32nd  St.,  Phoenix, 
AZ  85008. _ (41-IOx) 

HOW  GAY  IS  YOUR  LIBRARY? 

Pamphlet  of  tips  for  non-librarians  on 
how  to  get  gay  materials  into  libraries, 
available  from  the  Gay  Task  Force  of 
the  American  Library  Association. 
“Censored,  Ignored,  Overlooked,  Too 
Expensive?  How  to  Get  Gay  Materials 
into  Libraries"  explains  library  selec¬ 
tion  policies  in  a  general  way,  and  tells 
how  you  can  get  a  library  to  buy  more 
gay  books  &  periodicals.  Also  tells  what 
to  do  if  library  refuses  your  request; 
why  gay  bks  are  sometimes  kep  where 
you  have  to  ask  for  them;  &  how  to  don¬ 
ate  materials  to  the  library.  $1  to  Bar¬ 
bara  Gittings  —  GTF,  P.O.  Box  2383, 
Phila.,  PA  19103.  Bkstore  &  bulk  order 
discount  available.  More  info:  Barbara 
Gittings  (215)  382-3222. _ (c) 


Somewhat  down  and  out  lonelyl 
prisoner.  I  need  as  much  fan  mail,  let¬ 
ters,  and  other  gay  news  from  the 
streets  to  keep  me  happy  through  this 
season.  Ronald  DIXON,  Box  100-SNCC, 
Jean,  NV  89026 


Readers  (inside  and  out):  Almost  all  ads 
are  taken  from  much  longer  letters 
which  we  cannot  print  in  full  in  the  free 
space  GCN  has  provided.  Even  so, 
there's  usually  a  waiting  list  of  3  to  6 
weeks  and  ads  usually  only  run  once  or 
twice  (unless  we  can’t  get  new  ones 
done  because  of  other  work). 


I  study  medicine  and  am  in  law  school. 
I  speak  Greek,  Italian.  Portuguese  and 
Spanish,  and  am  working  on  English.  I 
wish  to  correspond  with  other  gays. 
Benjamin  RAMOS,  PMB  #92800,  Oak  3, 
Angola  LA  70712.  


If  you  write  I  promise  to  answer.  I  can 
use  all  the  encouragement  I  can  get. 
Roger  PETTIT,  1600  W.  24th,  F-12, 
Pueblo  CO  81003. 


Musician  would  like  to  get  in  touch  with 
a  musician  I  can  write  to,  guitarists 
especially.  Looking  for  music  or 
songbooks.  Phil  SCHMIDT,  28939,  Box 
900,  2B-17,  Jefferson  City.  MO  65102. 


IWorking  on  becoming  a  writer  and 
would  like  to  correspond  with  anyone 
who  might  be  willing  to  help  me  in  my 
struggle.  I  will  answer  all  sincere  let- 
ters.  Morris  GYLES,  89329,  Camp  J, 
GAtor  4-L-11,  Angola  LA  70712. 


Looking  for  some  correspondents  to 
share  myself  with.  I  have  many 
thoughts,  feelings,  dreams,  and  some 
of  my  artistic  expressions  I  wish  to 
share  with  somebody.  David  WITT, 
40899,  Box  900,  Jefferson  City  MO 

65102. _ _ 

There  must  be  someone  out  there  with 
some  heart  left  for  the  human  race  who 
would  consider  helping  me  put 
together  a  good  solid  parole  plan  for 
this  June.  What  is  required  is  gainful 
employment  and  a  place  to  live  Would 
parole  anywhere  but  Montana  Have  a 
college  education  with  degrees  in  fine 
arts  and  commerce  David  BRUCE,  A 
015516.  Box  7,  Deer  Lodge  MT  59722 
Jackie  KEESEE,  #163360,  Box  208, 
Indian  Springs,  NV  89070 


6’,  173,  enjoy  anything  from  sports  to 
poetry.  Will  answer  all  letters;  race,  col- 
or  and  religious  preference  make  no  dif¬ 
ference.  I  am  only  interested  in  meeting 
new  friends.  Robert  COLE,  #159-557, 
Box  69,  London,  OH  43140 


Blond,  blue,  5'9”,  160,  Love  all  kinds  of 
sex.  Will  be  getting  out  in  Dec.  '83, 
need  a  friend  and  maybe  a  companion. 
Billy  Jack  HALL,  #043785,  Box  747,  Y-l- 
N-12,  Starke,  FL  32091 


Young  man  needs  friend  and  home. 
Getting  out  in  5  months.  A  non-smoker, 
drinker,  doper.  5'11",  175,  brown  hair,  , 
brown  eyes.  Love  country  music.  Fred¬ 
die  STRAUDER,  Camp  25,  #49508,  Par¬ 
chman,  MS  38738  


I  am  a  Junior  Middleweight  with  a  well- 
conditioned  and  beautiful  Mandingo 
shaped  body.  Full  of  fun,  goodtimes  ' 
and  love,  seeking  a  meaningful  rela¬ 
tionship.  I  speak  Spanish  and  I  love  to 
Get  Down!  Herbert  LEE,  #012372-N153,  ' 

Box  747,  Starke.  FL  32091 _ 

Anticipate  release  in  Sept,  of  '83.  I  am 
32,  5'8",  150,  brown  hair,  blue  eyes.  I 
would  appreciate  writing  with  fellow 
gays  with  interests  in  stamp  collecting. 
James  HANKINS,  Box  14,  Boise,  ID 

83707 _ 

30,  6T%*.  blk.  hair,  brown  eyes,  155, 
artist  specialzing  in  Chinese  artwork, 
am  lonely,  no  living  family.  Wish  to  cor¬ 
respond  with  anyone  who  is  interested. 
Loneliness  is  hard  on  the  mind.  William 
"Lee”  PALLETT,  #11477,  Ind.  State 
Prison,  Box  41,  Michigan  City,  IN  46360 


Hope  to  find  someone  to  share  my 
thoughts  with  through  the  mail  until  l| 
get  out  of  prison  for  drug  use.  Self- 
sustaining  artist.  David  MCGUIRE, 
#11C422-B,  Box  37,  Holman  Station,  AL 
36503 


6'2",  156,  am  gay  and  have  been  for  a 
long  time.  I  have  no  one  out  there  in  the 
free  world  who  cares  about  me.  Allen 
MASON,  Unit  8-B-33,  Box  14,  Boise.  ID 
83707 


Calendar 

weekly  events 


Sunday 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  drop-in  center  for 
youth  22  and  under  from  3:30-5pm  at  Evangel¬ 
ist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St  (Beacon  Hill).  Info: 
497-8282.  Please  send  all  BAGLY  mall  to: 
GCN ,  Box  10GY. 

Cambridge .  MA  Black  and  White  Men 
Together  of  Boston  meets  at  Paradise,  180 
Mass.  Ave.  Second  Sunday  of  each  month 
Info:  Tom  536-3392  or  Dick  247-3043 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Overeaters  Anonymous, 
lesbian  meeting  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass  Ave  Sun  eves  7,30  pm, 
DOB  office 


Framingham, MA 

ingham,  Milford, 
support  group  for 
leets  Suns.  Info: 


—  Trlcounty  Assoc.  (Fram- 
Franklin  area).  Social  and 
gay  and  lesbian  community. 
376-4323  or  473-3529. 


Boston,  MA  —  “Musically  speaking,” 
women’s  music,  ideas,  announcements. 
WMBR,  88.1  FM.  1-3pm. 

Boston, MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 

New  England.  Second  Sundays.  2pm  Info: 

(617)  482-6 874  or  247  5485 

Boston,  MA  —  Merrymount  Music  Society. 

Informal  meetings  and  concerts  for  gay  and 

lesbian  musicians  and  music  lovers.  Info: 

266-9423. 

Boston, MA—  “Sharing  Voices,”  a  monthly 
potluck  supper  and  open  reading  for  all 
women  who  write.  First  suns.  Cauldron  Exper¬ 
imental  Theater,  22  Randolph  St.  (near  Dover 
T  Stop).  5pm  lnfo:542-8575 
Boston, MA  —  Boston's  Other  Voice.  (WROR, 
FM  98.5)  11:30pm. 

Orleans,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  social  group  alter¬ 
native  to  the  bars  on  Cape  Cod.  meets  second 
Sundays  Info.  Rox  1614.  Orleans  MA  02653. 
Acton,  MA  —  Central  Middlesex  Social  Club 
meets  at  7.30pm.  Info:  263-4882.  All  are 
invited. 


Concord,  NH  —  Concord  Area  Gay  Youth 
support  group  for  youth  16-22.  Rap  session 
and  social  time.  Info.  Ron  225-5622. 


Keene,  NH  —  Potlucks  and  other  fun  get 
togethers  for  lesbians  First  Suns  l2pm)  and 
third  Tues  or  Wed  (6pm)  Info  Keene  Klon 
dykes  Box  261  Gilsum  NH  03448 
Central  VT  —  Central  Vermont  Gay  Men 
(CVGM)  meets  first  Sun  of  the  month  for 
socializing,  business  and  a  meal  Info:  Box  42. 
Barre.  05641 

Orono,  ME  —  Wilde-Stern  Club  Social/sup- 
port  group  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Informal, 
friendly  and  open  meetings  Peabody  Lounge, 
3rd  fl.  Memorial  Union.  UMO.  7pm. 

Northern  VT/NH—  League  of  Gays  (LOGS) 
meets  third  Suns.  Info  (802)  626-3618  or  write: 
Box  703,  St.  Johnsbury  VT  05819 


New  London,  CT  —  Gay  and  Lesbia 
Community  at  Connecticut  College  meets  1st 
and  3rd  Sundays  of  the  month.  Info:  442-7458. 

monday 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
organizing  has  begun  for  1983.  The  Commit¬ 
tee  meets  the  second  Monday  and  Fourth 
Thursday  of  every  month.  Meetings  at  the 
Boston  Evening  Clinic,  314  Comm  Ave  (corner 
of  Hero*ord'  7om.  All  are  welcome. 

Waltham,  MA  —  Triskelion,  the  Brandeis 
Gay/Lesbian  Coalition.  General  discussion 
group  at  9pm.  Usdan  Student  Ctr.  Conf.  Rm. 
C.  Info:  647-4353,  or  Box  2792,  Brandeis  U., 
Waltham,  02254. 

Nashua, NH  —  Nashua  Area  Gays  meet  8pm. 
Info:  Tony  424-3252,  or  write:  Nashua  Area 
Gays,  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm. 
Info:  P  O.Box  1394,  Portsmouth  03801. 

tuesday 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Boston  chapter,  Parents 
and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays  meets  1st 
Tue  of  the  month  in  conference  room  1A 
Sherrill  Hall  Library,  Episcopal  Divinity 
School  99  Brattle,  Info:  436-5393  or  P.O.  Box 
125-S101,  Arlington,  MA  02174. 

Cambridge, MA  —  Lesbian  SM  support  group. 
Every  Tues.  7:30pm.  lnfo:776-7957.  Open  to 
lesbians  supportive  of  or  into  SM. 

Boston,  MA  —  Urania:  lesbian  and  bisexual 
women’s  SM  support  group.  Safe,  non-com¬ 
petitive  space  for  women  of  all  levels  of 
experience  to  share  political  and  personal 
aspects  of  our  sexuality.  131  Cambridge  St. 
7:30pm.  Info:  Hathor  623-7258. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis  Dis¬ 
cussion  and  social  group.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass  Ave.  (Harv.  Sq.j 
8pm.  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Info:  661-3633 

Pitsfield,  MA  —  Berkshire  County  Gay 
Coalition  meets  2nd  and  4th  Tues.  Info:  (413) 
442  7772. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr..  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691^ 

Manchester,  NH  —  Manchester  Men’s  Group, 
weekly  support  group  for  gay  and  bisexual 
men,  meet  Tuesdays  at  7:30pm  for  coffee  and 
discussion.  Info:  Jack  669-0096. 

New  London, CT  —  New  London  Gay  Men’s 
Forum,  support  group  for  gay  and  bisexual 
men.  Info:447-0155  (Noon  to  7pm). 

Portland,  ME  —  Gay/Lesbian  Alcoholics 
Anonymous  meeting  at  First  Parish,  Unitar¬ 
ian.  425  Congress  St.  8  pm.  Open  to  all. 
Brattleboro,VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Men  s  Coalition  meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  month  at  the  Common  Ground 
Restaurant  25  Elliot  St.  7:3Qpm 

Wednesday 

Boston, MA—  Fathers  in  Transition,  a  group 
of  gay/bi  fathers  meeting  Weds,  for  friendship 
and  support.  lnfo:Exodus  Ctr.  266-0612,  or 
write:  Fathers  in  Transition,  c/o  GCN  Box  6, 
167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


Bost»n,UA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY).  New  persons' 
meeting  6:30pm;  general  meeting  and  group 
discussion  7-9pm.  For  youth  22  and  under 
Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St.  (Beacon 
.Hill)  lnfo:497-8282. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Gay  Men's  Chorus 
meets  every  Wed.  from  7-IOpm  at  the  YWCA, 
140  Clarendon  St.  (Copley  Sq.)  Info:  522-6983. 
Boston,  MA  —  Walk-in  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm.  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland 
St.  Inear  Auditorium  stop).  267-7573 


Boston,  MA  —  Lunchtime  for  lesbians.  Iso¬ 
lated  during  the  workday  downtown?  Inter¬ 
ested  In  a  lunchtime  hangout/discussion 
group?  Come  to  80  Boylston  St.  Rm  855  (cor¬ 
ner  Boylston  and  Tremont).  Noon.  Info: 
542-5188. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting  7:30-9  30pm.  New 
members  welcome  Help  make  the  media 
more  responsive  to  our  needs.  Info:  542-5679. 

Brldgawatar,  MA  —  South  Shore  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Alliance  meets  Weds.  Info:  584-4997. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  coriimy  out  " 
group,  new  weekly  open  rap  group,  is  now 
meeting  at  Cambridge  Women  s  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.  (Central  Sq.)  8-lOpm.  Info 

3548807 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  35  + 
women  s  discussion  and  social  group.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8pm  Second  Wed  and  last  Fri.  of  each 
month. 

Hyannls,  MA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  meets 
first  Wed  of  every  month.  7:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Orientation,  social 
meetings.  Warren  Women's  Center.  298  Main 
St.  Info:  771-6739. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Greater  Nashua  Area  of  NH 
Lambda  sponsors  speakers  and/or  raps  on 
the  2nd  Wed.  and  4th  Thurs.  7:30pm.  Business 
meets  on  1st  Sat.  Info:  (603)  889-1416. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Lesbian  AA  meeting.  Hill  Ctr., 
350  Farmington  Ave.  8pm.  Info:  247-8797. 


Hampden  County, MA  -  Social/Support 
Group  for  Lesbians  8pm.  Info  Debbie 
532-5878  or  Julie  532-4959. 

Cambridge,  MA  -  Narcotics  Anonymous  Gay 
Meeting  7  Temple  St.  (Central  SqT 
8  30— 10pm.  A  twelve  step  recovery  Pr°9r®"1 
for  those  whose  “drug  of  choice  was  other 


Cambridge, MA  —  Boston  National  Organiza¬ 
tion  for  Women  (NOW)  Lesbian  Rights  Task 
Force  meets  4th  Wed.  of  month  at  99  Bishop 
Allen  Dr.  (Central  Sq.)  Plan  lobbying,  public 
educ.  and  consciousness  raising.  Info: 
661-6015. 


thursday 

Cambridge, M A  —  Lesbian  Liberation,  an  open 
discussion  group.  8-10pm.  Women's  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  Info:354-8807. 


Somerville,  MA  —  TV/TS  Peer  Support  Group. 
Gender  Clinic.  Info:  Martha  666-8280. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children 
Support  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 


Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  People's 

Gay  Alliance  meets  on  first  and  third 
Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian  Society,  220  Main 
St.  7:30pm.  Info:  (413)  584-7903  or  write  P.O. 
Bx  181,  Northampton,  MA  01061. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Gay  Al-Anon  meeting  for 
lesbians  and  gay  men  at  Trinity  Church  Parish 
House.  Farmington  Ave.  7:30pm.  Info: 
247-8797. 


friday 

BOSTON, MA  —  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
(THAT'S  US!)  ALWAYS  NEEDS  HELP  SEND¬ 
ING  OUT  THE  PAPER  ON  FRIDAY  EVES. 
COME  BY  FOR  A  FEW  HOURS  TO  OUR  NEW 
SPACE  AT  187  TREMONT  (ON  THE  COM¬ 
MON,  NEAR  BOYLSTON  T  STOP)  ANYTIME. 
AFTER  6  AND  LEND  A  HAND.  REFRESH¬ 
MENTS  AND  GOOD  TIMES!  EVERY  BODY 
WELL  COME!  INFO:  426-4469.  THANKSI 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Amazon  Lesbian  ALAnon. 
Mt.  Auburn  Hosp.  Living  Rm,  Clark  Bldg. 
8-9:30pm.  Newcomers  meeting  from  7-8pm  on 
the  first  Friday. 


;LG.reat®r  Danbury  meets  on  Fridays  from 
7.30  to  10pm  in  the  Green  Room  of  the  First 
Congregational  Church,  corner  of  Deer  Hill 
Ave.  and  West  St. 


Hartford,  CT  —  Your  Turf,  a  weekly  drop-.n 
center  for  lesbian  and  gay  teenagers  7  9pm  at 
the  Hill  Center.  350  Farmington  Ave 
(upstairs)  Sponsored  by  the  Coalition  of  Sex¬ 
ual  Minorities. 

Pittsfield,  MA  —  Weekly  meetings  of 
Lesbians  United  Info  Women's  Services  cen¬ 
ter.  499-2425 


Concord,  NH  —  Concord  Men's  Group  meets 
Fridays  at  7:30pm  for  coffee  and  discussion. 
Info:  Herb  485-5612. 

Providence,  Rl  —  Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Youth  meets  every  Sat.  from  1  5pm  for 
youth  14-21  years  of  age  Info  MCC  272  9247 
or  Gav  Helo  t  me  751-3322  (eves). 


Saturday 


Providence,  Rl  —  Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Youth  meets  every  Sat,  from  l-5pm  for 
youth  14-21  years  of  age.  Info  MCC  272-9247 
or  Gay  Helo  Line  751-3322  (eves). 


Boston, MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Regularly 
scheduled  sports  and  outdoors  events 
General  info:  John  275-1336;  Linda  734-4066 
John,  864-0823.  Vollyball:  Jay  262-4896 
Basketball:  Kieran  232-7229. 

Boston,  MA  —  Front  Runners/Boston,  gay 
men  and  lesbian  running  club.  Info:  39 
Milford,  Boston  02118  or  451-6364. 


coming  events 


Boston,  MA  —  The  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Pride  Committee  will  meet  every  Thurs.  eve  at 
7pm  until  June  18  (Lesbian/Gay  Pride 
Celebration/March)  to  organize  entertain¬ 
ment.  fundraising,  publicity,  etc.  for  the 
events.  Everyone  welcome.  Boston  Evening 
Clinic.  314  Comm  Ave.  (near  Aud.  T  stop), 
Info:  262  4777 


apr  18  mon 


Boston,  MA  —  Cauldron  Experimental 
Theater  presents  PANDA  (Performing  Artists 
for  Nuclear  Disarmament  Actioh)  in  Ashes, 
Ashes  We  All  Fall  Down,"  a  ritual  drama 
about  nuclear  madness  and  the  denial  of 
death,  being  reviewed  elsewhere  in  GCN 
Strand  Theater.  543  Columbia  Rd  (Dorch¬ 
ester)  8:30pm  Shuttle  service  from  the 
Cauldron.  22  Randolph  St.  (off  Harrison  Ave 
near  Dover  T  stop)  at  8  and  8:10pm.  Info: 
542  8575  and  864-2552 


19  tues 


Salem.  MA  —  North  Shore  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Alliance  presents  Coming  out  an  open, 
informal  discussion.”  7:30pm  Grace  Church. 
385  Essex.  Free.  New  members  welcome. 


21  thurs 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Cathy  Cockrell  will  read 
from  her  fiction  and  Helen  Minton  from  her 
poetry  at  New  Words  Bookstore.  186 
Hampshire  St.  (Inman  Sq.)  7:30pm.  $2. 
Boston,  MA  —  GCN  Proofreading  Call 
426  4469  for  more  info. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Railfans 
evening.  Info:  Bob  (617)  282-9192. 


22  fri 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT! 
Come  help  send  out  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments  and  good  times. 
And  now  finally  an  intercom  at  our  downstairs 
door  so  you  don't  have  to  call  before  you  get , 
here.  Come  anytime  after  6pm  to  our  space  at 
167  Tremont  St.  (Near  Boylston  T  stop). 
Cambride.  MA  —  l.esoian  and  Gay  ;Tolk- 
dancing  meets  at  Phillips  Brooks  House  in 
Harvard  Yard  from  7-9:30pm.  Beginners  are 
especially  welcome.  Info:  661-7223. 

Cambridge.  MA  —  Am  Tikva  Israeli  Cafe 
Night.  Mideastern  food  and  entertainment. 
8pm.  312  Memorial  Dr.  Info:  782-8894. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Amherst 
Area  Weekend  folkdancing  and  a  hike.  Info: 
Dudley  (413)  256-6178  or  Tom  (617)  491-4181. 
West  Hartford,  CT  —  Maxine  Feldman  and 
The  Stonewall  Choral  Singers  in  concert 
appearing  at  the  conference  Sensitivity  is 
still  not  enough."  sponsored  by  the 


Lesbian/Gay  Caucus  of  the  National 
Association  of  Social  Workers.  8:30pm. 
UConn  Law  School  Aud.  $3.50  conferees;  $5 
in  advance;  $6  at  the  door.  Info:  (203)  522-1607. 


23  sat 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Women!  Come  see  ether 
women  strut  their  stuff  at  the  Amethyst 
Women  Talent  Show,  co-sponsored  with  the 
Cambridge  YWCA,  At  the  Y.  7  Temple  St. 
8-1 1pm.  Wheelchair  accessible.  Childcare 
provided.  This  is  a  drug  and  alcohol  free 
event.  $3.50  (more  if/less  if). 

Medford,  MA  —  Tufts  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community  is  sponsoring  a  “Dance  to  the 
Beat  of  a  Different  Drummer."  9pm-1am.  at 
Curtis  Lounge  in  Curtis  Hall,  intersection  of 
Boston  and  College  Aves.  Come  to  the  FIRST 
gay  dance  at  Tufts  U.  Everyone  welcome. 
$2/3. 

Boston,  MA  —  Dyke  Doctors.  Dinner  and 
meeting  at  Somewhere  Else.  295  Franklin. 
Reservations:  354-5910. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Professional  Men 
presents  Donna  Allen  Taylor  of  Exodus 
Center  speaking  about  their  programs  and  up¬ 
coming  events.  Social  hour  follows.  Last 
names  A-K  bring  food;  L-Z  bring  beverages. 
8pm  Hill. House.  74  Joy  St.  (Beacon  Hill). 


24  sun 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers 
Bureau  Orientation  Meeting.  If  you've  ever 
thought  about  “speaking  for  your  life,"  here's 
your  chance!  Check  out  the  Bureau  67 
Pleasant  St.  7pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  A  Woman's  Choice.”  3  dance  1 
theater  performance  by  Keriac  and  Co.  which 
is  a  strong  statement  on  reproductive  rights, 
of  importance  to  both  men  and  women. : 
YWCA  Copley  Square.  140  Clarendon.  3-5pm. 
Tickets  are  $5.  available  at  New  Words.  Glad 
Day  and  MOBE  Info:  923-4455. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  What  shername.  See  23 
sat  above  Today's  perforamnee  is  at  3pm 


26  tues 


Boston,  MA  —  Harvard  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Medical/Dental  Student  Group  Potluck 
dinner  Beverages  provided.  Countway 
Library  Aud.  5th  floor.  10  Shattuck  St.  5:30pm. 


27  wed 


Cambridge,  MA  —  “What'shername  in 
Wonderland”  will  be  performed  by 
Watermelon  Clearing  Studio  Project  Harvard 
Epworth.  1555  Mass' Ave.  8pm.  Info:  497-4272. 


Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Med*a 
Advocates  (LAGMA)  authors  of  Talk  Back ' 
The  Gay  Person's  Guide  I  Media  Action,  will 
facilitate  a  workshop  and  discussion  of  how 
to  analyze  and  respond  to  the  media  Open  to 
the  community.  7:30-9  30pm  GCN  office.  167 
Tremont  St  (near  Boylston  T  stop)  Info 
492  3433  (2  6pm) 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  items  is  Monday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue . 


